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The degree to which the Edelweiss pilot reclines, and the method of 

mounting the instruments in the canopy, are evident in this photo. 

position. After a few minutes of towing onc feels that 
the glider is both light and strong, this in spite of the 
magnitude of the vertical movements of the wing 
tips. With some altitude one is at ease. The visihility 
is excellent. Release-and here we go! 

The first turbulent thermal is really a test of the 
ship's qualities. I am impresseJ by the light and even 
forces of the stick and rudder. I notice a laek of nc­
gative yaw, but some little overbanking. Thc grooved 
feeling is amazing. Coordination is exccllent, even in 
steep turns. The rate of roll is outstanding. In a straight 
line the Edelweiss picks up speed immediately. In one 
speeu test which I flew (in the Fob) against Henry in 
the Edelwciss (no ballast) we found the penetration of 
hoth machines fairly even, with perhaps a slight ad­
vantage for the Foka above 100 m.p.h. 

Flying the Edelweiss with 135 lbs. of lead ballast is 
a thrilling experience. Tl1e ship is, of course, heavier 
to handle, but thc basic feeling remains the same. 
The climbing pcrformancc is good, even in weak ther­
mals. \Vhen these become irregular and Jisorganizcd, 
hO\wver, I finJ myself wishing T d left the ballast at 
home. The roll rate is good, comparing favorably with 
that of the Zenr, but not at all the same as when flv­
il1g without ballast. Thermalling speed tends to \;e 
about seven m.p.h. higher. Coming out of a thermal 
is a unique sensation: the ship picks up speed like a 
bomh. Tllis excellent high-speed performancc, with 
ballast, shou Id be an attractive featme when flying un­
der western conditions. 

Based on my experi<'nce with moJern sailplanes I 
would state that the Edelweiss is the easiest glider to 
fly of them all, even easier than the Vasama. After 
a few homs of flying one begins to realize the im-

NOTES ON THE EDELWEISS 
The EJelweiss is 11Ililt bv Siren under tl1<" eon­

b'ol of the Bureau Verita~. whose standards in 
both materials and workmanship are thl> highest 
in Europe. In fact, when the German govern­
ment recently al1llOunc(~d that they were think­
ing of aJopting Bureau Veritas standards for 
glider eonstrudion, the German manufactnrers 
complained because, they said, they would havl-! 
to raise their prices by tl~n per cent. 

Dr. Cayla brought his entire dl"sign team from 
Bregllct ",11('n he went to Siren to build the 
Edl'!wciss. so the ship is put togctllt'r by old 
hanus, although under a name new to gliJing. 
Tlw design studies, wind-tunnel, stability and 
Butter tests \Vl'~rc all paid for hy tbe French 
governmcnt as part of a national program to up­
elate the gliders in the governmcnt-suhsidized 
cluhs and to get France back into a strong posi­
tion in international compdition. U Siren had 
had to pay for this the pricl' of th~ Edelweiss 
would have heen about twice what it is. Fortu­
nately, all Siren haJ to do was to tool IIp and 
build thl' glider. 

Assembly is qnick and easy. There arc two 
main pins, three alignment pins and four quick­
release connectors for the controls. All these are 
of the most modern Emopean type. The tail 

pieces arc also quickly Jetaehable. vVe expecl 
the retractable landing gcar to be available as an 
option soon. The ballast system eonsists of eight 
removab1<> lead bars mounted in each wing root 
near the C.G. position. \~lith them you can vary 
the ballast weight from zero to 135 pounJs in 
steps of approximately 17 p011nds. There is no 
problem as regards structural 10aJs il1somuch as 
the ballast in the wings actually tends to counter­
balancc the regular wing IO<lc!s. 

Production is now two per month with most 
of the gliders going to Freneh clubs and to other 
European countries. Belgium is ordcring the 
Edelweiss for its team and the government of 
Israel, after making a survey of everything in the 
glidl:'r market, decided on the Edelweiss and is 
ordering lhree. 

We wiJJ be in Marfa tills year for the Nationab, 
and as the real uoderdogs because everyone ex­
pects ships like the AS-12, Lihclle, Sisu and Aus­
tria to grab the big thermals and leave thc others 
behind. Howl~vcr, we can grab theTmals better 
than they can and I think that, with the hallast, 
we will prohahly peneh'ate as well as any of 
them except the AS-12 (\vhich may have som(' 
high-sp<>ed rough-air problems whieh nobod~' 
ever mentions!) So, watch out for the underdog. 
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