
ing flights there, proved a good one. Elmira, the sit­
of the first thirteen National Champiollship Contests, 
has been a center of soaring activity ever sinc . 

Alex Dawydoff, soaring pilot, well-known aviation 
writer and editor, and late editor of Soaring. 

Earl Southee, "Gnmd Old l\IIan" of soal'ing-eontest 
management during the early years of soaring, and 
a past president of the Soaring Society, who did 
much to put the early contests on a safe and orderly 
basis. 

Charles H. Gale, editor of the now-defunct maga­
zine, Sportsman Pilot, and hrst SSA Secreta1'y. 

Percy Pierce, who first made himself famous as a 
model airplane builde1', and later competed in em'ly 
contests in gliders of his own design and manufac­
ture. 

George & Bill Placek, who provided Om early links 
with, and advocates for sympathetic cooperation with 
CAA. 

Stan Smith, who became National Champion in 
19.33 and came hack to win it again in 1957-and is 
still competing! 

Chet Decker, another two-time National Champion 
-19.36 and 1939. 

Dana Darling, who, I am sure, competed in more 
National Contests, starting with the fiTSt, than any 
other pilot. 

Others on the list, most of whose names are still 
identified with soaring, werc Pete Bonatau', Gus 
Scheurer, Emil Lehecka, Taylor Boyer, Hans Groen­
hoff, Youston Sekella, and . Heath icDow n. 

Two other names stand out in my mind-the first, 
Bob Stanley. I met nob when he was a :\Taval via­
tion Cadet at Pensacola, Fla. He came to call on 
me at my quarteTs to discuss soaring and to tell me 
about a soaring plane he was dcsigning. A few years 
later he appeared at Elmira with a glider of quite 
advanced design for the time-the first we'd seen 
with a V-tail. \-\lith it he turned in some fine per­
formances and established himself as a top soaring 
pilot. He became a SSA Director and took an active 
part until the exigencies of husiness, (he became 

prcsident of his own Stanley Aviation Corporation, 
now located in Denver, Colo.) drew him away. 
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Stan Smiih (left) was National Champion in 1933 and 1957, is still 
competing. Gus Briegleb (center) is an EI Mirage alfalfa farmer 
whose name is frequently mentioned in connection with gliding 
matters. Harvey Stevens, who commissioned the RS-I Zanonia. from 
Harland Ross in 1937, has reappeared at club meetings recently. 

The other name, Cloyd Artman, will be recalled 
by very few-probably only those who knew him or 
were readers of the SSA Gliding & Soaring Bulletin 
while I was editing it in Pensacola during the 193.5 
.36 era. vrom the Seattle area, Cloyd was an aero­
nautical engineering student at the niversity of 
\~ ashington who was paying his way through college 
by performing at fairs in gliders of his own design 
and manllfactme. The things which endeared him to 
me were his enthusiasm, his boundless energy and, 
most of all, his frequent and long letters to me de­
seribing his activities. Cloyd Artman was killcd with 
his passenger in the crash of a two-place sailplane 
designed and built as an engineering project by the 
University students-a stl'llctural failure. Cloyd was in 
his senior vear. Someday, if I ean borrow a file of 
those early'Bulletins, (1 gave my set to E. J. Reeves) 
I may 'vvrite for SoaTing the whole story of Cloyd 
Artman. 

In closing, 1 might quote Verse 4, Chapter 6, Gene­
sis, "There were giants in the earth in those days." 
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