
In Memoriam
 
CARLIN W. BRINKMAN, SR. 

It is with deep regret that we re­
port the death of Carl Brinkmann, 

. S. Diamond Badge #24, who 
passed away on SeptemLer 2.'5 aft r 
a long illness. Born in Pocatello, 
Idaho, fifty yc,ars ago, his passing 
leaves a void filled with an image 
larger than life to those who knew, 
admired, respected, and loved hjm. 
Our saddened hearts arc comforted 
by his legacy of good spirit, clwer­
flll attitude, awl tremendous COlII"­

age. 
Carl's contribution to SSA was a 

crown piecc that fitted on the Gold­
hadge pin, enlarging the area and 
providing a place for the Dia­
monds. This was developed in his 
machine shop with the usual Brink­
mann 'ntJllIsiasm. 1t is nn SSA in­
vento)"v item. 

Carl" was introduced to soaring 
through the interest of his son, Bill, 
in 1960. He joined the Antelope 
Valley Soaring Cluh and ,.vas a 
past president of that organization. 
"Vith the purchase of a 1-2:3H in 
1962, a father and son flying team 
was formed. nd did they have fUll! 
Bill set a California State JuniDr 
Altitude Hecord whil acquiri'ng his 
Gold badge and Diamonds; Carl 
flew ill th(~ Sierra \Vave ,t Te­
hachapi reaching 32,000 feet to ac­
quire his altitude Diamond. 

It was on a heautiful summer day 
in Junc 1963, that Carl chased the 
cumulus clouds from El ~"liTaO"e, 
California, to\ViHiams, \rizona, to 
complete his Diamond badge. This 
was a wonderful achievement and a 
pe 'sonal triumph for a man with an 
artificial leg. At one point during 
this Right, Carl hecame extrem >ly 
low over the hot, hostile, rugged, 
desolate, and remote part of North­
ern 'rizona. He was compelled to 
navigate a \ovinding canvon seeking 
lower elevations from which he was 
abl to locate a thermal and regain 
sufficient altitude to retrace his 
course. Had he heen forced to land 
in such an area, he certainly would 
have heen in seyious trouble (hI!:' 

to his impairment. n artificial limh 
was not a handicap to Carl; the 
handicnp was in other men's minds. 
Carl's outlook was positive. This 
was a challenge. An. opportu.nity to 
accomplish a task considered diffi­
cult for the whole man. Carl had 
faith in the human soul and God. 

At the recent awards dinney for 
the 1966 Southern California Re­
gional Soaring Championships, the 
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Performance
 
(very important) 

Performance is a very important factor when you decide 
to buy a glider. Make sure you get the best for your 
money - the long lasting best in fiberglass. It has a 
scratch resistant surface and never warps, even in most 
extreme climates. Buy yourself a DIAMANT and chose a 
wing to suit you 
15 meter New: 16.5 meter New: 18 meter 
LID 39, min. sink LID 42, min. sink UD 45, min. sink 
2.0 ftlsec. factory 1.8 ft/sec. delivery 1.7 ft/sec. delivery 
price sFr. 24500.­ middle 1967 end of 1967 
(U.S.S 5800, £ 1995), 
delivery 3 months 

DIAIVIANT
 
Flug- und Fahrzeugwerke AG 
9422 Altenrhein Switzerland 

Dealers wanted 

Third Place Perpetual Trophy was 
donated in his memory. It will be 
known as the Brinkmann .Memorial 
Trophy. His great interest in soar­
ing will thus be remembered. 

1;[anv members of S. C. S. A. 
were his close personal friends ancl 
on several occasions, he attended 
meetings as a guest. He shall he 
missed ... he shall be ... he shall. 

-EARL J. SEAGARS 

1966 SSA State Governors 
Changes to tJle list of SSA State 

Gov rnors appointed through the 
year 1966, last given on page 2 of 

the -"[ay, 1965, issue of Soaring 
with a supplement on page 32 of 
the March, 1966, issue, are as fol­
lows: 

ALABAM \-Nonc. 

SO TH CAROLI:'oiA - Joe II. 
Giltner, Jr., P.O. Box 1.34; Chester, 
S.C. 29706. 

FLORIDA-Richard W. A. Davis, 
P.O. Box 925, Palm Beach, Fla. 
33482. 

Th four states for which there 
are no SSA State Governors are Ala­
bama, laska, ~v[ississippi, and 
Monlan . 
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