
I J7 you've never made a winch tow you haven't lived 
and if you've never experienced Larry ~lU'lein's 

posta<r -stamp low pattern, you truly have sOm .thin 
to look forward to. It's the only pattern rvc flowll 
that I could call fully acrobatic. It happened t) me 
quik unexpectedly amI I consider it one of my most 
exciting flying experiences. 

As J trailered my IIP-lO homeward frOUl th a­
tionals along the Ohio Turnpike, I became acutely 
a\van' that I wasn't going to ha'ie ('nough cash to pay 
tlw tolls East kt alOlW eat and buy <1as. I decided 
to drop in at the Thermal G Hanch and check Ollt on 
the winch so I could add a glider ratinO" to my li­
cense and also usc this as an excuse to extract some 
working capital from Larry Gehrlein. This imlOcclll 
situation tossed me in the middle of th ~ mo. t exciting 
six airplane rides I've had since the days of the MIT 
club Franklin in the mid-thirties. I point out now that 
this story is oot a commercial, and r paid my three 
dollars each time I flew Larry's 2-22. J follow with a 
quick pictme of my impression: which may give yOll 
a hint of what it was like to suddenly amI ulJcxpect(~dly 
take part in this pn~eision miniattlT flight operation. 

The "vinch was out of sight over the hill, and I guess 
there was 500 feet of runway showing in front of 
the 2-22 to the top of the hill whf'l"c tbe wind tce was. 
The reel cablc-dra rr ehute lay au th ' ground ahead of 
the ship as Larry's son Jay held th nose clown and 1 
got into a 2-22 for th second lime in my life. L11TY 
then climbed in the back while giving me a concise 
coursc of instructions. Jay hooked up the cable, then 
ran to the CB radio ,wd notified his broth r Rodney 
at the winch that \-ve were ready th n ran ba k and 
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raised om wing. Seconds later the drag chute leaped 
forward, the tail of tbe 2-22 struck the ground firmly 
and we ace lera ted forwards. As the speed picked up 
there became enough control to pick up the t, il with 
th' el'vators. 'Ve became airborne and flew level for 
30 or 40 feet whilc we gained speed. Then easing hack 
on th . stick starts the hairiest 45-degree climb you ever 
saw, abollt like riding up t11e starting ramp 00 a roUer 
coaster. Larry's ontinued instructions from the back 
s 'ut pointed u the need to hold the nose up as the 
speed dropped off at the top of the climb. With the 
stiek finnly back we slowed down to about 40 mph 
over the win ·h which was still not visible under am 
nose. The ship levelled off somewhat, :111(1 we flew 
off tbe tow ring with an audible click. I pulled the 
tow relea e to be sure that 'lick wasn't a wire hwak­
a c whi h might kave us flying the pattern with 700 
f t of armor d wire to wrap around the wind ke or 
sOl1lebodv's cow. 

Lanv had set the altimeter at minus 50 fect because 
the eo'l of the runway w, s 0 feet helow the top of 
the hill and that was my first inkling of what a pre­
cision pocket pattern we were about to fly. A.bout 
the time I be,gan to wonder what I was doing there, 
fl, ing away from the field at 40 mph and 700 feet, we 
elm] peel the nOse to get 45 mph on the clock anu 
made a 180 to tlle left on to the downwind leg. At 
500 feet we \V re to be opposite the tee, turn left 90 
degres ancI <:ross the tee at 400 feet, t11en we were to 
fly on across ul)til we reached 300 feet and turn 90 
degrees to the ri ht, downwind alYain, reach tbe 
road at 200 feet and hm into base. Spoilers on and 
slip if n cessary to squeeze in over a pair of big 
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