
.•. Send Your Wife 
Skiing on the nearby slopes, while 

you enioy our modern and well equipped 

Sao ring site. Fly one of our I-26's or 

take some instruction in a brand new 

2·32 and let a "PRO" show you where 

to find that great big "Boomer" of 

o Wave. If you should like to bring 

your own ship, we'll be glad to open 

the door on our new hangar. The club 

house with kitchen facilities and its new 

addition of a private bunk room with 

shower will help to make your stay on 

even more pleasant one, and there is 

a good chance that you will meet some 

very interesting people. In case you fly 

in, we don't see how you could possibly 

miss that new 6000 foot long runway. 

So come Clnd get your DiCimondl 
OTHER PEOPLE DOl 

During our November Wave Camp we scored 9 Diamonds and 7 Gold FOR RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 

altitude gain flights. David C. Johnson set a new State record with a 

gain of 24,000 feet. DClvid C. Johnson, 303.634·6815 

OR MCirk Wild, 303·495.4144 

WAVE CAMPS January 22 through 30 

February 19 through 28 

Ma rch 19 throug h 27 

April 23 through May Wave Flights, Inc., 
625 Berglind Rd., Colorado Springs. Colo. 

Instruments and accessories from Ger­

many at savings. Exporter of used sail­

planes. Early delivery dates for new
 
sailplanes available. Write for quota­

tions. Your favorite sailplane modelled:
 

1/60 scale $ 4.00; 1/50$ 5.00; 1/40
 
37.50; 1/30310.00 postpaid.
 

STEVENSON-EBENTHEUER
 
16 Jaeger St. 8 Karlsfeld
 

West Germany
 

Letters 
Caveat Aviator 
Sir: 

Some of the most readable-bllt com­
pletely hair-raising exploits thaI have 
becn printed in SOl/ring recently are 
enough to searl' some of the more con­
servative pilots away from the sport.... 
I certainly hope that some of yOlU' newer, 
not-so-experienced mcmbers don't try 
these distance hops that concillde with a 
final thermal at 300 feet and an after­
dark landing on an unimproved field 

miles from nowhere. Compdition and 
goab are fine, but I'd [car that some of 
the new-comers might think thnt such 
l:xploits should be duplicated. 

It's jllst a thought. 
DoN' J)owJ'IE 

Glendora, California 

Opie Blanchard Passes 
Sir: 

It is with great sadness that I mllst rc­
port the death of Lloyd (Opi ) Blan­
chard on Fl>hruary 2 in a helicopter 
test-flight accident. 

pie, pr('sident of the :-Jutmeg Soar­
ing Association, was devoted to the UIl­

selfish task of clllb instrllcting and was 
a key figure in the l;xpans;OlI of NSA 
adivitil's during the past tlue . ye'lrs. 

He was a vcteran of World 'Val' 1I, 
f1yin" transports anll later helicopters 
with the Air-Sea Re~euc service in Korea. 
Betiring with the rank of Captain and a 
colledion of service awards which in­
dude tlw Air Medal and Oak Leaf 
Cluster, he beeam(~ an cogilwf,ring test 
pilot in UJ51l. 

The soaring world has lost a true 
friend. C. A. \loELLEn 
Orange, Conn. 

Safety and Training 
Sir: 

I wouhl like to expre'~ my sincere ap­
preciation of the fine work dono by \liles 
Coverda.lc in furthering the safety and 
training aspects of soaring. His artieh:s 
in the SAFETY ConNEll form an excellent 
basis for a safety handbook and it seems 

to mc that a Safety Handbook, published 
as a part of the American Soaring Hand­
book series, should be given a high pri­
ority in the future plans for the series. 

Perhaps my position as manager of a 
training group has made me: more eon­
s 'ious of the need for good basic t"1io­
ing in, and a thorough understanding of 
the safdy/hazard aspccts of sailplane 
flight. I cannot overemphasize the im­
portance of adequate safety training and 
preparedness. It has been demonstrated. 
all too often, tlwt in the momcnt of 
truth one does not have the time to ra­
tionalizt: a critieal situation and figure 
out an appropriate eonrse of action. In­
stead, one must be prepared to wact 
promptly and properly to any foreseeable 
situation, and it is clear that this ean only 
result from a deep-seated understanding 
that is based upon good safety training. 

Flight safety is a form of mental dis­
cipline which has oftcn saved both a 
pilot and his ship; convers('ly, the lack 
of this discipline has ofteu be."l attrib­
uted as the principal cause factor in ac­
cidents resulting from errors in judg­
nwnt. 

GEOHCE A. KEH!' 
Southern California Soaring Association 

State Soaring Records 
New Mexico; Open and Senior single­

place distance/absolute dist,mce/nhsolutc 
altitude/altitude gain; 161 l11i./17,2.50'/ 
1O,UOO'; Alfred Vhalt, Jr.; 1-26. 

Maryland; Open and Scnior Multiplace 
distance; 64.5 mi.; Joseph Brennan/Clin­
ton \'!aeSlwrry, Jr.; L-K flattop. 

SOARING 8 




