
Old of-l(; never ::Die.... 
... lhe,! jU;j1 flel JnoJ;fied and Jnod;f;ei and IrwdifieJ. 

I have heen attemptlng to more or kss 
catalog animate LK ohjects. The follow­
ing points stand out: It is appan'nt thaI 
tile Lawrenet' Teeh grunp nlad..: a Irue 
contrihntion to Ihe suaring movenl<'nt­
in all phascs. It is slirprising how ll1anv 
uf them arc still arollnd. slill ad iv,' aud 
stll cuntr.iblltin,V;. Sp,trlil1g, Nuvak, Bi"r­
ens Trager, CristiLtnsen, Zook, to mVII­
tioll a few. 

There seell1s to be a r;~rc,' d,~tl'rlTlina­

lion of tlw J.K uwners to kll1g Oil 10 th.l'Sl' 
ships. \Vlw? Simple' I?or a relativc!y 
swall invcstment (82,')0 war S1ll'plllS, with 
trailc.;]', .;:::WOO for H decellt one today) 
OUt' ~t~b; a .t!:()od suaring InachillC capable 
of 'L glide ratio of 2'5 or 26 to one (witl, 
IIlinnr l\lodifications), a slIlall glid..:r (ev<'11 
til(' 2-2:2 has mol''' wing area), and a rela­
livel" [iv;htlv [oad..:d IIladlinc 11"lt wi[1 
e,"uI'lele' w(th allythlllg up t.lll'llll,g11 a 
!ung-will,V;l'd 1-2,) al low speerls. And you 
can carry a passr,nl-!er. All ATC'd, proven, 
\vell k-ru)\vn aIld) again, inexpensive. 
:-.!othing js for nuthing so you do pay ill 
ITlainU;nallc,,, SOIne .l1mrginal stall ch"rac­
t('l'istics. an old wooden wing and poor 
higli-Spc,,,d perform,uIL'e. !\ly LK is 2:3 
y,e;:~'s (lId. I~_will ill' illll'r,:sting to S('t; til(' 
!\,-j s 1I1 Imh. 

In locatill.V; IOO-odd old LK's f r,c! I 
I)()W know h"ll"r why they've lastf'd. 
First, Ullcle Sall1 ll1adf' 1'5('; of II,elll, thlls 
only the [-26 and the l-:2:2 sllrpass them 
ll(llilcrically ill till' U. S. The lliv;ht (·har­
aderisti"s and inlt:t(ritv of the airl'rallw 
still stalHl Ollt. This 'intc:grily b import,,"l. 
Thp late Dr. Raspd cOlldllc("d nUIlll'rollS 
I-light-test programs Oil rl1odifkations 
Illade to in Tease perfonl1anee, and did so 
with little or nu sal'l'ifi"e in Slfllclur:1! 
inkgrity. TOIll Page went Il,rongh tht' 
STC on thee Ilat-tllP "},ecause it seenwcl 
like n g'ood idea." 

Bob Sparlin,V; told nw that ill his ,,~­
pf'ril'IlCe at vVright Field tlO airframe k,,1 
sllrvived the stal ic-Ioad acceptan"e lests 
like the TC-41\. 1 thillk it was Boil wh" 
told nle that "vt;ry LK was nown at 240 
m.p.1t. as standard proeechm; in the 
flight-ace 'ptal1l:e test. '['his was lOO 
m.p.h. over the never-excped speed of 
140 llI.p.h. :\11 this pcrpl'luatf's one's con­
fidence .in the design. 

Thc mllitiplace goal-allrl-rdllrn n-'cord 
is sli.IJ lwld ill' all LK. As Jat,-, as 19,');5 
Kempes Trager won thc l':atiollals ill th" 
hOll1l'-huill Aliili, a ship which utiliz('(l 
virttlally lIllmodified LK win,!.!;s. Fritz 
Compton had the lougest (-light at the 
1957 Elmira Nationnls-320 miles to the 
Atlantic wh Te Ill" had to stop with tim , 
and 60()O f oct left. I think this still re­
""ains the third-lon,!.!;C!st flight east of the 
A1 ississippi. 

[ have identified 48 LK's as currently Four examples of modified LK's are seen in the photos above. The most recent 
airworthy and Hying and 25 that are not addition to the group (formerly the Chartreuse Goose) got the treatment from 
lil'ensed, hut undamaged. 1 know the John Karlovich of Atlanta, Ga. John added five feet to the span, two feet to the 
whereabouts or fate of some 37 length of the fuselage, and such niceties as a retractable tow hitch, thus pushingmore. 
Thb does not include abollt 10 that I Larry Be'll's version (second photo) for changes. Pop Krone's Comet (third down)
have identified bllt cannot get first-hand was one of the earliest single-place flat tops, featured a retractable wheel and 
information about. plywood covering on the top surface of the wing. The double-bubble version was 

-Allen \laei'dco! an endeavor to retain both seats, yet keep up with the bubble craze. 

All photos! except top) by Pete Bowers. 
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