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OBITUARY 
It is indeed sad to report that a 

heart attack has claimcd the life 
of William F. Placek who passed 
away in his slecp April 22 at the 
age of 51. 

Although aviation ,vas his life, 
soaring was that p, rt of his flying 
career that Bill most enjoyed. As a 
soaring enthusiast whose activity 
dates lJack to the primary days of 
thc early Thirties, Bill was a source 
of inspiration to all those who 
shared his sport. To fellow enthusi­
asts his home was always open. To 
many this warm welcome and in­
vigorating conversation spelled the 
anxiety of long winter months until 
the next season began. 
_ Bill's popularity stemmed largely 
from his ability to strike that deli­
cate balanc> between enthusiast 
and FAA official which he was for 
23 years. As Chief Safety A<Tcnt at 
Teterboro, N,J., for many years his 
judgment was respected by the 
manv who knew him-from bud­
ding' students to seasoned profes­
sional pilots and airport operators. 
He upheld the same high standards 
for all, including himself. 

MENTOR 
SOLID VHF 
STATE 

TRANSCEIVER AN D 
INSTALLATION KIT 
The Mentor TR-10X is ideally suited 
for sailplane communications ... it's 
fully transistorized for maximum reliability and extended battery life 
powered by economical dry batteries or rechargeable power pack ... excellent 
long range sensitivity and more than 5 watts speaker output. 

High performance of the TR-10X receiver is combined with a 5 channel trans­
mitter to provide a compact unit for instrument panel mounting. Receiver 
covers the aviation band from 108 to 127 mc. Transmit channels may be 
selected from a wide choice of standard groups of 5 crystals or SUbstitutions 
are available at slight extra cost. 

MODEL TR·10X TRANSCEIVER $395.00 
Installation Kit KS-1: 
Pre-wired harness with all connectors - mic 
jack - antenna and co-axial lead - speaker­
battery bracket. GL:rLJ 
KS-1 $ 36.00 MENTOR 
or TR-10X- KS-1 SYSTEM $424.50 RADIO COMPANY 

CHECK WITH YOUR AVIATION PRODUCTS DEALER DR 4067 E STREET 

CONTACT WILLOUGHBY. OHIO 440g4 

Dealer inquiries invited Pt\Qf'\C:} 942-2025-AMre Codp ~16 

Bill's soaring activities w rc cen­
tered in the Nortll\vest, primarily at 
\Vurtsboro, N.Y. He was among the 
vanguard of those whose efforts 
brought success to both the YtASA 
and Sail Flights organizations. Al­
ways an ardent supporter of SSA 
he served as Director for H.egion 
Two from 1961 through 1964. 

It is herc that many, who sat 
back in their cockpit th'inking they 
had climbed to the top of the pack, 
would invariably catch the glint of 
Bill's yellow wings above them and 
a wave of his hand that made it 
fun to be second best. 

To his wife Betty and sons Billy 
and \\lavne we extend our most 
heart-felt sympathies for we know 
how great is their loss. 

-LORIS CHARCHIAN 

BiblioC]raphy on SoarinC] 
Recent arti les or items on soar­

ing which have appeared in non­
soaring publications. 

A.O.P.A. Pilot, April 1966, pp. 
50-56. "No-Engine Plying" by Don 
Do\ nie. H suIts of A.O.P.A.'s fir.st 
No-Engine ourse, 20 of WhOSE 48 
graduates went on to qualify for a 
private glider rating. 

Flving, May, 1966, p. 35.. "T?J? 
FlyIng port ... SoarIng, 
Schweizer Aircraft Corp's first 
full-page ad featuring n coupon 
entitling bearer to lid for $5.00 
at SAC co-op dealers which arc 
listed. 

M.D., The ~1edical News Maga­
Zine, April, 1966, pp. 256-262. "Si­
lent \"Iings". A gencral history of 
>tiding, including the contribu­
tions of Cayley, Lilicnthal and 
Chanute. enerally w 11 written, 
with better-than-a verage illustra­
tions. 

The Salt Lake Tribune (Home 
Section), April 17, 1966, pp. 4-5. 
"Sailing in the Sky" by Ray Hud­
son. Activities of th Utah Soaring 
Assn. in prose and picture, includ­
ing pictme of K-7, Dart and R by 
Bowlus. 

First Phoebus Arrives 
Arthur Zimmermann, U.S. repre­

sentative for Bolkow sailplanes, is 
pleased to announce that thc first 
Phoebus to be delivered to the 

nit d States is pre,~ently sitting in 
hi back yard in Oak Ridere, N.J. H . 
report· th ship to be fully as at­
tractive as anticipated and beauti­
fully fit ished. 

The fiJ"St assembly of the new 
glider took place under the wing of 
a Seaboard Airlines's DC-8 Jetliner 
at Kennedy International Airport. 
This was not due to Arthur's eager­
ness to assemble the ship immedi­
ately but because the New York 
Port Authority wanted pictures for 
its magazine. 

The crating of the Phoebus con­
sisted of a complete trailer, sans 
wheels and tow coupling. This in­
cluded axel, a torsion bar without 
shocks, fenders, lights, and towbar­
plus assorted nuts and bolts. By 
adding a pail" of VW wheels and a 
coupling it was possible to tow the 
whole assemblag home. 

It is Artlmr's intention to trailer 
the new glider to the Nationals 
where it will be made available for 
test Bying. 
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