
A dinner in honor of Mia Klemperer was held the 
cvenina of the 11th at the Villa Frascotti on ,unset 
Boulev~rd in B(~verlv Hills and th> two champions at­
tcnded as guests of honor. Ahout two dozen people 
were on hand in hIding Panl B. MacCready. Jr. the 
onlv American ever to win he lnt I'llationals, and John 
Ho])inson, the world's first three-Diamond pilot. Fl"l11­

cois Louis told ~/facCready that hc brought a message 
from his compatriots: Paul was Dot particularly \V ,1­
come in France-uulcss, of course, he chos not to By. 
He also mentioned the popularity of the .\4< c ready 
speed-to-flv ring among French pilots. 

Both M;'s. ~racCreac1y (Parker Leonard's daughter, 
Judy) and Paul reminded JohDl1Y Robinson that they 
had their first ~Jid<:-r rides with him. Pm~l recall~d 
that he had put his foot through the wing of the T(r3 
on that singular occasion. 

After dinner the majority of the dinner party went 
to the Silver Lake Recreation Area in east Hollywood 
for th(·: monthly Southern Califonia Soaring Associa­
tion meeting. Here Dean Svec recount(,d a landing 
misadvenhlre wbich left him stranded temporarily in a 
U.S. Naval Ammunition Storage Depot, and FnUlcois 
Louis answered a variet of questions ranging hom 
"lIow did you \\lin the "\Torld Cham )ionships?" on 
down. The formal entertainment was provided by Vol­
mer Jensen who spoh. ahout an early hang glider 
( done in by Johnny Hohinson) and showed .films of his 
famous amphibian. Dave McNay took the Svccs and 
Henry hack to Palm Springs late that night. 

On Saturday tJle 8.S.A. Executive Committee (John 
Hyan, Palll Bikle, Bill Jvans) III ,t to discuss general 
business matters and agenda items for tJw forthcom­
ing Board of Directors meetin c,. The afternoon portic n 
of the AeroClassis was onee again opened hy a glider 
demonstration. In this instance the entertainment was 
provided by Pau] Rikle (1-26), 110ss BriegIcb (13G-12) 
and Ray Parker (T-Binl) all of whom towed oJl behind 
a 131'-1:3. Hoss and .Palll did sonw paper cutting on the 

way down and Palll ended his demonstration. with a 
'Iong, long rollout that ('\1(~ed ri 'ht on center of a lar~e 
ci.rcle painted directly in front oj the grandstand. Tim 
was received enthusiastically by the crowd. 

hat <:'velling the soaring people, about three doZen 
in all, gathered at Trader Vic's for a festive dinner. The 
highlight of the evening was hearing Francois LOllis 
tell about the two Edelweisses he's written off thus 
far. A \\ling shattered dming a high-speed pass in th ~ 
first. Fortunately the shake Ul) caused tbe e~1J1opy to 
break as well, cnabling Francais to roll out of the ship, 
and take to the silk. The 'chute apparently opened OIlJ , 
ahout 40 feet from the ground. In the second instanc!j 
M. H ·nry was somehow involved jn a whip stall \vhere 
he discovered that the forces acting on the great 
V-tail ill hackward Hight were more than he could han­
dle. The ship fell off to one side and the belly split 
down the middle with a great CRACK! This ship 
could be landed and presumably was patched. French 
national champions cu"e apparently pI' tty exp "nsive 
items. 

Th J weather hccanw progressively worse during tlw 
!\('l'oClassic: The week-end, which was to havl' pro­
vided the majority of the gate provided more rain 
than anything. Dean and Francois Louis H \\' a final 
morning demonstration on Sunday, just prior to tllc 
start of a balloon race, and spent the next hour in the 
shelter of a T>BY wing watching Harold Krier and Mira 
Slovak fly up and down tbe rnnway scraping the tops 
of their helmets on the concrete. v\Thew! 

Thm the first International AeroClassic drizzl<~d out. 
Everybody got jammed up on the: freeways going 
llOlTle that night. On ~vloncIay Francois LOllis shopped 
around for cn automohile hal'll with a wolf whistle at­
tachllwnt, then caught the evening Air France flight. 
D<:'all and Barhara wellt home on Tur 'da and after 
that life for soarin T folks in SOlltIIC'l'Il' Califomia. 
settled down to its usualloacl rom'. 
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