
F
HON! thc soariu(J point of vicw the International 

eroCh.lsSiC 1>egan ~t L.A. Interna~ional iJ'port on 
.\londay eVPlllng, November 8, wIth the ,uTlval of 

the \VoTkl Standard Class Champion, Francois LOllis 
Ilcnry. He was met by several representatives of Air 
France and severa! S.5.A. 111<:.I111>('rs incllldil g Hav 
Parker and-with his inevitable camcra-Gcorge 
lTveges. Fr,l1lcois sp(~nt the evcning as Hay's Tuest at 
a Quiet Birdman dinner in \\'est Los ngeles and the 
lli"ht as a hOllse guest of the Parkers. 

Dcan Sv(~e amI his wik, Barbara, arrivcd a little 1)('­
fore noon the following day, Tuesday. Their first stop. 
after renting a caT, was 5.S.A. headquarters where 
they met, and had lunch with, Henry. The Svecs went 
sightseeing after Innch and Francois Louis was giV(-~tl 

the errand IUI/r by Harner Selvidge's daught(~r, Judy, 
who had just returned from school in Switzerland. 
An impromptu dinner, attended by a1>out a d07.en 
and a half people was arranged that evening at AUred's 
Hestaurant in North Long Bea ·h. Francois Louis had 
in his possession the original transparene.ies from a 
Paris-A!alell article showjng the Edelweiss in f!,ioht at 
BeOlH's, France. These pi(~tllres, some of them' quite 
exciting, wt re shown aft(er lhlllll'r. 

The Svccs and ]]enry were Pllt lip for the night ,in 
tlw Anaheim area so that they might sec I i.stwyland 
on \Vetlnesday morning, an opportunity tIle took ad­
vantage of. That afternoon ('v(~ryone met at Elsinore to 
permit till' pilots to get acqnainted with the ships they 
were to Hy during the t\eroClassic. Lloyd Lieher 
trai!ered tlll' Lidwr-PctersOIl Fallwtte to the field early 
in the afternoon and was met there hy Dave j\dcNay 
who brought along tht Parker T-Bird as well as the 
Sv('es and Henrv. There was bandv time to iron out 
Oil(' or two of th"l-~ problems of form:ltion flying hcforp 
it was time to derig the gliders. John I\yan, who 
had arrived meanwhile in his Aero CommandeT, Hew 
the participants to Palm Sprinas; Lloyd and _If '( ay 
followed hy road with tl)e gliders. 

AEROCLASSIC 

Th:.: AeroClassic opelwd on Thmsday, ovcmber 
11, and jncluded just ahout every aspeet of sport and 
pI ivate nviation from paraehnting and 1>a lIaoning to 
low-level hiah-speed passes by the bmtally beautiful 
Lear Jet. Tile glider demonstration was the final item 
on the afternoon's agenda. In this instauce the par­
ticipants w('r ~ Hay Parker (T-Bird) and ~,lax Dreher 
(PTliC 215) on double tow behind Jack Gretta's Dar;is 
D-lK and Howie Burr (1-24) towin" hehind Oswin 
Niehuss in his L-,s. For reasons I)('tter kllown to the 
organizt'rs these tows began horn anothn airport, Ber­
JJlllda Dunes. Furthermore tile glidt'l' demonstration 
was billed as a "Silent Tribute to Dead .-\irmen,'· The 
gliders were delayed a few minutes by a minor snafu 
during which tjme mast of the spectators, under the 
impreSSion that the show was over, began to leave. The 
annonncer arrested their retreat, however, and filIed in 
tiresomely with a spiel which seemed to link gliders 
and mo lrning forevermore. The gliders soon appeared, 
released, Hew ahollt a hit and landed but the whole 
business seemed rather feebk and anticlimactic. 

Francois Louis, meanwhile, was left with nothing to 
do, so amused himself with riding about backwards on 
tlw handlebars of a rented bike, a nasttime at which 
he seemed particularly adept. \ littlt:later be had to be 
restrained from slipping some of the knots on the lines 
of the main display tent. lIe also seemed to he vcry 
intcrested in girls. 

On Friday the t\vo champions finally had their 
chance to By. Francois Louis, in the Fauvette, and 
Deau, in the T-Bird, opened the ahernoon segment of 
tlw air show. The pair released at about 2,000 fect 
,md did formation wingovers ou the way down. TheJ"e 
\vas a final low-level pass in front of the grandstand 
follo\\'t~d by a pull up and landing. Apparently 
Francois Hcw a little too near the crowd on this oc­
casion, for he was callcd in and dressed down by some 
official gentlemen. Ill' promised to do better next time. 
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