
PETEH Hieclel was horn on August 24, 190.5 at 
Dehlitz, near \Veihenfels, Germany. IIis interest in 
aviation was keen from a very carly age; when he 

was only 14 years old, and stiLl a high school student. 
he built his £rst airplane, a hang glider. His second 
glidcr, the 1'R-2, he entered in the £rst Hh en Soar­
ing Contest in 1920 (at which he was the youngest 
competitor). This was a modern glider with enelos cl 
cockpit, moveahle smfaces and a landing gear. (Sec 
accompanying photos. ) 

In 192:3, when he was 19 years old, Petc-'r entered 
the Hhoer event with a design by \Villy 1'elzner, the 
Simplex. He obtained his " " with this glider and 
made a valiant stab at gaining altitude in it in ord(·r 
to acquire the "13" badge. Th· method used in thjs 
instal}(.T was pulling )Jack on the stick at takeofF-and 
the n~sult was a crash which pretty well destroy(Od the 
Simplex bllt left the pilot with no major damage. The 
most successful glider of this epoch was another Hi(·'­
dd design, thc 1'R-4, with which Pettr flew in the W24 
Hhoen comp(otitions. The lesson of the SilI/J)/ex was 
wPlI learned, for Peter ("arned his "13" in this ship with­
out crashing and subsC'(lUently sold it to the Kassel! 
Gliding School \-\'I1<"re it put in years of servicc. 

During 1924 and W2,3 Mr. Hicdel learned power fl~l­
ing at tlw Sportflug Gmb rr YIagdclmrg (a town ap­
proximately 100 miles southwest of Berlin, now in East 
Germany). Until 19:32 his time was .-plit hetween'l1"i­
neerin,g and aircraft cOllstructiO!l courses at the Dann­
stadt Technical High Schuol aud the flight Depart­
nwnt of the Hho(~n-Hositten-Gesellschaft wherc he 
cvcntuall, became Chief Flight nstructor. 

Hieclel was a pioneer at aero towing, making his £rst 
lows (with unther Groenhoff in th(~ Fafnir) in 1930. 
The pair also demonstrated aero towing tlu'oughout 

ermany and abroad. Peter heeame International 
ilver badge pilot number seven on j\'lay }9, 1932, 

when he soarer! thc notably unstable D-Professor 165 
kilometers from Waku Rhoen. H~, rebuilt the Fafnir 
following GrocnhoH's death in the ship and, in June, 
19:33, flew it from Darmstadt to Vomecourt, Franc(,', 
thus establishing an uIJofficial \VorJd Distance Record 
of 228 kilometers. The same veal' he won the 14th 
Rhocn Soaring Cunte~t and re~'('ivccl theHind(~!lb~lrr 

Cup (and a suhstantial cash priz(') as the hest C('rman 
soaring pilot of the year. 

When Peter Riedel was very young, and very inexperi­
enced, it was his imprf~ss;on that one could gain height 
in a glider by pu~ling back on the stick. The conse­
quence of this folly, the wrecked Simplex, is shown 
above. Peter lbehind glider, in dark suit) escaped un­
hurt. The second Riedel glider. the PR-ll. shown below. 
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