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Three Diamonds in a 1-26:' :\ot too tough really, 
provided yon have not only the desire hut an 

absolute conviction you are <Taing to do it,. a patient 
wife and family who are willing to lose you for a goorl 
many weekends, and a considerable amount of luck. 
The goal Diamond, soml'tinws known disdainfully as 
the easy onc, came a year ago last summer on a 
200-mile flight from Guthrie, Oklahoma, to Salina, 
Kansas. At th lime 1 had no badges at all and, in 
fad, didn't have any until 1 completed my third Dia­
mond flight. The trip eamc after a couplc of dismal 
attempts when I found out ahont a primary airman's 
rule ,"vhich states, ")kver be photographed in fuJI 
regalia before a mission of any kind." 

Tak!" off on the> first attempt was about 10:00 A.~1. 
with the eu's beginnin cr to pop at 3,500 feet. Tb initial 
landing was at 10: 14, eight ntiles nOl·th of Guthrie ill 
a pasture which Tshared ,"\lith three sleeping ows, two 
startled horses, a flo<:k of chickens and, cventuH Ill' 
a rHther elderly farm lad who kept telling me ho\~' 
much she wished her grandson had been th re to see 
the airplane crash. TI1f' most spectacular part of that 
venture was th lo\\' out, as it \\ ,IS uphill and cr 
the <:bicken coop nestled between som~ trees and the 
farmhouse. My pmt of the maneuver worked at: I 
(Iuitc nicely, but the tow pilot, Don T<.>rrill, useo up 
somc had lanf,Tuage, .n couple o~ prayers and fil,wIly 
two notches of flap In th(~ last mstant to keep from 
removing shingles hom the chicken coop. 

The next attempt, with no photographs and a good 
deal less gear, covered a full 1.5 miles and on the 
third att'mpt, a couple of weeks later, I su<.:ccssfnll 
negotiated the 200 miles to Salina. 

I didn't attempt all more long-usitance flights that 
Slllllmer bUl spent a good deal of time workin~ 011 fly­
ing techniqlles incluuing a number of minimum alti­
tude (400 to 500 feet) releases to practice working 
thermals where they are wcak and sharp. I tried ~ 
Good deal of light-air . oaring a Guthrie during the 
fall anu wint 'r and made .·everal unsuccessful jaunts to 
Colorado Springs to visit Dav Johnson and Mark 
"'"ild at their Black Forest Gliderport which is perhaps 
tlw filJest soariug fac:ility in the <.:ountry. 

On one of t]wse treks a fellow Oklahoma Citiall, 
Marion Cr Ice, released around 15,000 feet behimJ 
Pikes Peak anu then whistlcd up to above 22,000 
feet in good lift. Baek at the Gliderport we called 
Denver Center at :30 P.M. for a clearance in the 
glider area above 24,000 feet and were told that the 
'learance would be fortheomin T at 4:00 P.M. "Ve so 

ad\'iseu 1 farion who in the m anti me had banged lip 
to 23,500 feet where he was indicating somewhere 
around 80 mph trying to sta out of the FAA's nevcr­
never land. The pr ·violls \\'eek a pilot had vellturcd 
into the aweSOllle area without cIearancc and was sud­
denly awakened by three blw-s that later tumed out 
to Iw 1'-38's which at thc time, were rcpolting a 
stationary FO at th ir altitude to Denver C nter. 

By th· bme the clearance came through the \Va Vt,: 

fizzled and Marion staggered I1p to 23,900 feet, He 
finally camc home \vilh cold feet but without a Goid 
badgt' or Diamonds. All of these trips netted an alti­
tude gain of cu'ound -,000 f 't't \ hieh was a little more 
than half of what my elcvcn-y ar-old daughter and l 
have done in good thermill 'ouditions back at Guthrie 
in the 2-22. 
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