
NEWS NOTES
 
FASTER, FASTER, FASTER The Southern Cali­
fornia Competition Cluh (see EWS 1\oTES April, 
1966) wound up its first season of activity with a slam­
bang week-end (Sept. 8-9) at Elsinore Airport during 
which some very fast task times were turned in. The 
wcatlwr was much better than anticipateu and, be­
cause it was underestimated, the tasks werc on the 
short side. On the first day of the weck-end, when 
maximum thermal altitude was expected to he 6,000 
ft., some pilots got twice that high. Paul Biklc, who 
won the two-day meet Hashed around thc 45-mile 
course (Gilman Ilot Springs and return) in his SUR: 
at 82.5 m.p.h. Bill 1vans (Sisn) was just a shade faster 
with 83.7 m.p.h. But the Teal speedy fellows were 
Graham Thomson (Lihclle) and Sterling Starr (modi­
fied 1-2:3) who tied for first with 89.0 m.p.h. Th 'se may 
well he the fastest closed-course times ever made auy­
wh .rc hy anybody. 

NEW FIDE FOR A OLD FEUD In the still 
Nameless Neu;slettcr of the Pacific Soaring Council 
Carl Herold presents som' analytieal eontrasts be­
t\veen the most recent \Vestern and Texas. Jationals. 
At Odessa in 1960, he finds, Dick Sehr'der flpw an 
average of 208 miles a day. t Reno the figure was 
277. The four speed tasks at O<1essa averaged 122 milt's 
in length, and the average speed was 52 m.p.h., 
whereas the average lengtll of the speeu task at Eeno 
was 180 miles and the average speed .58 m.p.h. And, 
although the tasks were 50;0 longer at Heno than at 
Odl'ssa winning speeds were still 11% higher. In assess­
ing tht>se reslI!ts Carl wonders if it might not just he 
possible that, despite the newer sailplanes, conditions 
arc not reallv that l11ueh better in Texas? He must he 
kidding, (:'h I~ed? .. .. .. 
THERE'S FIBERGLASS IN YOUR FUTURE AI­
thongh current FEP (fiberglass-reinforced plastics) 
arc obvioLlsJy adequate for airframe construction­
when properly fabricated-there now seems to be a 
development on the horizon that could lead to even 
lighter and stronger stnJetures than we ba e at pres­
ent. The item to keep your eye on is crystalline liber­
reinforced plastics in whieh the secret ingredient i. 
silicOlI earbon, the compouml commonly used ill 
grinding wheels. The Carborundum Company states 
that silieon earhon can I>e formed into whiskers which, 
bcing neal']y perfcet crystals, havc enormons strength. 
These whiskers, hy m -~ans of rceently dl'vc!op(:'d teeh­
niqnes, can hc wade into yarns whieh can be im­
bedded in plastiC'~. Thc resultant material, while light 
in weight, is claimeu to be half again as strong as steel 
and resistant to high temperatlll'es. 

The potential of erystalline FRP is so promising that 
its use is loreseen in the manufactnre of jet transports. 
Airframe weight, it is calculated, could he halved and 
fuel COn 'umption cut by a whopping 80j~-this pre­
sllmably due, in part, to great savings in drag. And of 
COllJ'se any improvement in strength-to-wpight ratio, or 
smtace hardness, or in heat-resistant qualities, will be 
frosting on the cake to the sailplane mannfaeturers 
who have aheady solved the major problems of using 
synth tie materials. 
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THERMAL DETECTIO The use of infra-red 
scalming >qnipment, Or what any glider pilot would 
call tllermal-dctection apparatus, is becoming more 
and. more widespread these days. 'VVhile many applica­
tions are of a military nature (snooperscopes, maps of 
hlacked-ollt cities) there are a growing number of 
other uses which seem likely to create a demand fo~ 
more eompact and Icss expensive elluiprnent. 

Recently a B-25, doing studies of okano hot spot~ 
on the ishwd of Hawaii, produeed some infra-red 
images of th sbore line whieh imlicateu where 
precious fresh water (12 cooler than the sUlTounding 
wat"r) wa.· llowiug into the sea from unuergrclImd 
streams. At the end of the vokano projcct, its head, 
geologist\Villiam Fisch<:'r, mapped th ~ island's entire 
eoastline and discovered one fiv -mile-slJ.uare area in 
Hilo Bay where some 100 million gallons of fresh water 
wer flowing away daily. Fischer is now working on 
infra-red instruments for EROS (EA.HTH RESO BeES 

BSEl~ AnON SATELLITES) which, it is hoped, will mak > 

it possibl to map fresh-water sources all over the 
globe. And hopeflllly it will one day be possible to 
find those fresh-water springs that How verticall., the 
ones we eall th 'I'mals. (I.." 

The most recent entry in the power-sailplane field is the new Scheibe 
SF-27M (M for motorsegler). Estimated performance figures for the 
new glider, engine retracted, include an LID of 32 and a minimum 
sink of 2.3 ft'!sec. The power unit adds only 88 Ibs. to the weight. 

" " 
BATTLE OF THE GIANTS Hans Werncr rosse 
and Heinz 1I11th arc xpected to fly production AS-12's 
in the 1967 German )Jationals followin cr which Grosse, 
who was high-point man at drian in 196.5, will 
bring his ship to ?l1arfa for the 34th. .S. National 
Contest. Hildy Mozer expects to be flying his own 
AS- 2 at the same eontest and large numhers of other 
fiberglass sailplanes can also be expected. It is not at 
all unlikely that half the competing gliders at Ylarfa 
will he of fiberglass. 

(liff St-lbJCI'iplionJ 
A one-year gift subscription to Soaring magazine is an 
excellent way to help publicize and popularize the sport 
of soaring. Such subscriptions cost $3.00 for one year, 
are non-renewable, and may be given by any paid-up mem­
ber of SSA to anyone who has never before been a mem­
ber of the Society. The amount of $3.00, along with the 
name, address and zip number of the recipient, should be 
se nt to: 

SSA Box 66071 los Angeles, Calif. 90066 
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