
This month's Safetv Corn'r will consist of a miscel­
lany of suggestions a'nd l"l'ports that have come in re­
centl and which should be broug11t to the attention of 
all soal'ing pilots. 1 wonld therdore like to thank again 
all tbose who have taken th 3 time to r port on acci­
dents and make sllggestions h Ipfttl in promoting 
safety, and enconrage others to send me any ideas 
tbey consider pertinent. Tn addition, if vou come across 
safety articles in other publications an'd fe'l that they 
should be reprinted in Soaring let me know so that 
we may request permission to do so. 

There has been a recent jncidcnt in which a light­
weight pilot, making a first Hight in a Schweizer 1-26 
hy auto pull y tow, spun directly 011 tbe top of the 
lallnch hecause the center of gravity of the air raft 
was not within the approved limits. Very luckily, a 
recovcry was made after two tW'ns and a safe landing 
foJJow(~d, hut the lesson is nevertheless all too ph'i]l: 
make sure the C. is always within the required rang7. 

or the sailplane will bc unsafe at best and possibly 
lIneon trollal) Ie. 

Scveral times this past summ I' canopies have been 
left Ilnlatehed or have come unlatched after take-off, 
n.sulting in ohvious (TifficlIlties in the cockpit and very 
erratic Hight on tow until a safe reI <1se could be made. 
Now a first rq>ort bas hcen received of a very recent 
fatality resulting directly from an uDlatdwd eanopy: 
a Schweizer 2-32 canopy opened during take-off and 
the pilot elected to stay on tow rather than release. 
Moments later the towing airplane was hein~ forced 
into the ground by the maneuvers of the sailplane and 
rei<cased the tow; the sailplane stalled and spun in 
while attempting to return to the airport. This acci­
dent will be covercd more flllly when further reports 
are received, hut meanwhile it is ohvious that the pre­
1:light cockpit check Il111St include a check of the can­
opy to be Slll'e it is dosed and fully latelwd. 

'iVe have received a warning conc('ming some of thc 
surplus paradllltes presently being sold to Ollr mem­
hers. It appears that in some cases 26-foot canopies are 
being packed in 28-foot containers. which allows the 
parachute to settle to the bottom of the container. 
Since the correct operation of the release cable de­
pends on th( container bfjng fully packed it follows 
that a small canopy in a large container causes the 
release cable to be bent at a sharp angle which makes 
it difficlIlt or impossible to pull, and there have been 
instances wlwre sport jumpers have h'ld to use their 
emergency parachutes when they couldn't pull their 
main ones hecause of this defect. Ask yom rigger about 
this situation, particularly if you have recently ob­
tained a surplus parachute. And while Wf are on the 
subject, if there is any reader who can write an article 
or makc suggestions on the safest way to bailout of a 
sailplane I would appreciate hearing from him. 

Several situations have occurred involving tow ropes 
and cables which should be mentioned. In one case a 
towplane carrying a photograph'r endangered a sail­
plane by flying around it with the tow rope trailing in 
the way. This is obviously dangerons and no towplane 
,"vith rope still attached should fly anywhere near an­
other aircraft. In another instance a car doing auto 
towing backed over the polystyren' rope which was 
still attachctl to the back of the car, thus crushing and 
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stretching the rope which broke during a subsequent 
tow causing an accident involving serious injury and 
exten.sive damage. Also, on a winch launch the wire 
somehow picked up a large stick lying on the grol1nd 
and threw it so that it struck the tail of the sailplane 
while in the air. Both vertical and horizontal surfaces 
were badly damaged, and th pilot was lucky to be 
able to land althongh his controls were jammed almost 
solid. The moral of course is to make sure there is no 
tra 11 lying abollt the airport and in particular aD the 
normal take-off and laneling areas. And in anoth r 
somewhat similar incidel1t a trailer ·Iamp, w'opped in 
the grass during assembly of a S hweizer 1-26, turned 
up later in the wheel well wherc it could easily have 
jammed the wheel and caused an accident. 

As a final thought, all our soaring pilots-advanced 
as well as heginners-shonld o11tain and study all the 
available chapters of the Ameri<.;an Soaring Handbook 
as well as Parts 61 and 91 of tht' Federal Aviation Heg­
ulations, in order to have n solid basis of lmO\,v]edge on 
which t() build good safety habits. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
THE CHAl-LEI -CINC SKIES, The Colorful Story 
of Aviation's :\'{ost Exciting Years 1919-39, by C. n. 
HosebelTY. Doubleday & Co., I.Y.C. $9.95. Physically 
this is a lot of book for the monE.y, being 9 x l1%-ins. 
face-on and containing .533 pages and 300 photographs. 
Of particular interest to soaring pilot~ will be Chapter 
20, On Silent 'Winas (pp. 21.3-221) which deals with 
gliding. 

The particular 21-year period chosen by the author 
was, of course, the most vital in thc entire history of 
the SPOlt, and an entire book the siz<-: of ~,,[r. Hose­
berry's coIII I easily be written about those golden 
days. Thc nine pages devoted to thc time in question 
are well used, ho\vever. The exploits of Klemperer, the 
Vampyr builders, of Kegel, Kronfeld and Hirth arc 
naturally included, 

Hding in the .S. is introduced via the 1928 Cape 
Coel expedition sponsored by J. C. Penney Jr. and the 
contriblltions of Bowlus, Lindbergh, "VaITen Eaton, 
Hichard duPont, Frank Hawks and the Schweizer 
hrothers arc duly mentioned. The chapter closes with 
mention of VVoody Brown's 263-mile distance record 
set in 1939, which item merits a little footnote. 'i\700dy, 
who now lives in Hawaii, recently soloed a ain after 
a lay-off of 25 years. 
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