
,'Vhile Linke o;nd Thomson "lcere enacting their 
dmma north of 'Vells, Don Fisher, piloting (J. Vasama, 
lcas plodding alollg from thermal -to thel'l/wl a hUIl­
drccl lIl-iles back near Lovelock, another small desert 
tOlcn on J-l ighlcoy 40. Fisher notice-(I a Inounlai n 
ridge I"lll1ning nOTlh fm/"ll Lovelock and reosoned that 
the sllnnu u;estem slopes should prolYide IJett:er ther­
mals than th.ose he Iwd been working near the high­
lcay. In addition, if lie COt/hI get high ellollgh and 
follou;thc ridge for enough he wl/fd line lip the 
he(ir,y -tai!u;ind exactly for n dOlcnwind mil to \-Vill­
nel/wcca, the next tOlcn, 50 miles east on 40. 

"At the end of the ridge I got a good thc/"llUiI 
that carried me into smooth !-ift that turned Ollt 
to be a lwve. After 1 710cI altituclc, I looked 
ahead and salC range after nmgu dou;nu;iml to 
the cnst. F01' the rest of the aftemoon I skippcd 
fl'01I1 lcave to "lccwe-seven ranges in all-lIlllit 1 
left the final one ill 17IU cnd-of-the-day !!.fide out 
over the Creat Salt Lake Desert." 

-

The day-to-day coverage of the :33rd j\ationals 
was prepared by Sylvia Colton. Stories From 
Stead, tnat part of the text which appears in 
italics, was written by Doug Lamont. AU the 
photographs used in this article, including this 
one of Doug (left) and Sylvia chatting with A. .J. 

Smith, were taken by George Uveges. 

Daylight and altitude ran out at about the some 
tim.e four hundred miles fro'/ll Fisher's st(trtillg )Joint 
and about fifty miles northlcest of Ogden, Utah. He 
was O}Jout to begin his first lesson in -the decepti-Ge­
ness of desert distances. 

"1 climhed out of my ship and took 'I1IU Sl.lrviwl 
kit and a map. 1 could see an electric light Oil the 
horizon and figured it tcas a farm house. I 
started tut/king through the sagebrush expect­
int to make it in a few minutes. After an how' it 
was pitch black and the light seemed to be iusf' as 
far al'vay os ever. At the end of onother hour I 
S~/lC car ligh-ts hy the hot/se and thought, .[-f e's 
coming to pick me LIp!' But he drove off in the 
other directioll. 

"During the next hour I ke]Jt stumMing along 
and th€lI the house lights began to go off. When 
I finally got there after a three-hOllr hike 1 tCaS 
almost afraid to kMck 011 the door for fear any­
one approaching the house in silence at that 
time of the night might be met with ashotgurl. 

"Bu.t InU fears lI;ere groundless. They !!.(/ve me 
a ride to the nearest tOlCIl alld telephone." 

Earlier ill the day :'foffol and Schreder had '/)OI!­

clcred the tceatlu:r. ~I offal;'s rigorous self-discipline 
had slipped and, ignoring his Olcn conseroative dicta, 
he had lJressed too hard and been forced to land 
shortly after take-off. A 'l'Cstart got him off all hour 
behil!dthe pack. As he gmc!lIa17l! ocerl'ook the main 
bod!! he obsl-'rcerl the ground winds. 

"1 swc a trailer Ilnd tJ'/lck comlJination tcith 
its dust blOtcing ahead of tIl(; rig. Thesemonstcrs 
usually tmr;el around 60 mph, so 1 knelc 17/(! 
grOLl/HI u;inds tcem really picking up. 

"13csi,des that, (/. horizmrtal shear was lcorking 
af 9000 fcef. Not at 8500 or 8500, hilt right at 
9000. Aboce that altitude tl/(: leind blew fro'/1/. 
the sOllihtc~:~-t as predicted, hut below it u:el'l:d 
to flU>. lcest. 
"Moffat J'Casoned that the high gronnd lcinds would 

shred thernwls. 'll/aking it very diffienlt to maintain 
altitude he/ow the shear. 

"Strategu Oil (/. distance do!! in s'lrong lciruls 
should be to conscrce altitude at all costs. ft; is 
'l:ery im/JOrtant to stay high. 
Schreder also noted a Ivind shift, Vllt he 'Il1'/1sl IUIl;e 

been south of the convergence zone at the t;imc [)(f.o 

calise he reported it to IJe coming out of the soutll. 
"The lcind didn't check with the weather prog. 

The Salt Lake arca, 'lchich had been predicted 
to be cleor. had a doud cover. Cumulus lift l{;(lS 
weaker than tee had been led to expcct." 
Like others in the vanguard, Schreder was catching 

up lcith /:/ie IIppC'l' front lch.ich had not lnoued as fast 
as predicted anc! nOtc Mocked furtherpl'Ogress along 
the o-ri,ginal cuurse line. S(I/Ile attempted to penetrate 
the line. Uf these John Brittingham in his Dart leas 
l/wst successful, reaching Pocatello, Idaho, a dis­
to nce of 4:37 ,uiles. For ~'o11le hours it a7Jpeared his 
had been the best flight of the day. 

Schreder, hou:ever, turned north and succeeded in 
crossing the windy Snake River Valleu. But his ef­
forts co,st him ·much. altitude so that for the second 
time in t71e meet he found himself trapped O!l a 10lV 

hill. For tlCO hours he flew figure ei.ghts over a 500­
ft. spur of the Sawtooth Mountains. At one time the 
tcind dropped momentarily and he prepared to land 
in a cultiGatCod field neal' the base. Finrdly the leind 
picked 'tip and he succeeded in reaching a larger 
ridge which in tt/rn enabled him to/llove at last 
into t7w main mountains. But hy this time so much 
time had been lost that he landed at Fai/field, 1c!aho, 
for (/, distance of 376 miles. To haGe gone fmther 
would. haue taken him into -the lava beds near the 
Craters of the N/oon Natio!lal Park, all area lchose 
Ilame tells lc7wt needs be 1<1101.011 concerning landing 
fields. 

'Moffat, by uirtue of his late start, didn't ouertake 
the trailing edge of the front until he 'lcas on his 
final glide. He reported finding steady lift of nearly 
a meter pCI' second, Inlt since it tcas 7:45 he left it to 
beat the sunset. He stayed south. and landed at Park 
Valley, Utah, for (l distance of 372.5 miles. 

Moffat, Schrecler, and Tho/llson lcere surpassed by 
a number of pilots that c!ay, including sixu:ho ex­
cealed four hundred miles. Neve'rtheless, Moffat re­
tained his firm hold on first place in the cumulative 
standings, follotced closely by Schreder in seco!ld, 
and Thomson in fifth. 

It was Ed McClanahan in a Libel/e, hOlcever, lcho 
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