
Finally there was a brisk message from the Polish 
champion: "Position 25, 11,000 and cruising." At 
1420, two hundred and ninctv kilometers on course, 
lvlakula called in again. That was the last due his 
cre\v wou ld get. 

At \,yells tbe die was cast. He must IUl\"(J g~ne 
north. The ragged, hostile-looking trailing edge of a 
storm cut off the eastern horizon. The gradual climb 
towards the Idaho border began and the sky and 
fields Werf~ searched for sailplanes. \'\then a shaft of 
red and orange j]ashecl over a knoll a feeling of ex­
citement, and a little disappointment, was exper­
ienced. A clash around a casino and out the runway 
of the Jackpot, Nevada, airport disclosed Jerry Morris 
and Hannes Linke preparing to tic down the Dart and 
Libelle. Hannes asked for a road map and frowned a 
little. He hadn't pushed on because be was without 
the Elko or Salt Lake charts. Jerry had prohed the 
edge of the storm and returned without sufficient alti­
tude to justify leaving an airport. 

A call was completed that yielded nothing as to 
Makula's whereabouts. It was nearly 1900 and past 
time to change driv(~rs. A few circles around the ca­
sino palling lot and then off for a first look at Idaho 
and speed lil~lit si~ns ag<~in. To t.he north were thick 
gray and white cu s heaVIly hangmg over grccn, tree­
lilled fields. Some fields looked a little too lush for an 
uneventful landing. AI Lcffier's Lvl-1 was resting in 
good fie1d-320.5 miles out and close to a farm house. 

The next call to Stead was made from Twin Falls, 
Idaho, at 2005. Marshall informed the crew that Ma­
kula bad phoned in about 20 minutes before and was 
down at Arco, Idaho. A frantic search of the road map 
revealed that at least one more hour of traveling 
was necessary. !vlm"shall insisted that the crew contact 

the Arco police before completing the rctrive. An un· 
patient call revealed that the Arco police utiliz.e an 
answering service at night and that all caUs go 
through the hospital. They relay messages to the pa­
trol cars. 

Two homs later the CitJ'oen headlights swung off 
the road onto a slol1aU airport and revealed the Foka 
resting in front of a small hangar. The horizontal tail 
was lying on the ground and'Makula was asleep in 
thc cockpit. I-Ie quickly got out and began discussing 
the flight in Polish. He knew A. J. Smith was close hy 
and mayhe others beyond. He hadn't eaten and it was 
cold. 

The Foka was de-rigged by the light of the silvery 
moon and the police-car spotlight. Later, eating din­
ner in a smaU Arco cafe, ~Iakula and his crew were 
joined by A. J. Smith. By now both pilots were Sill' 
their distances had been surpassed. Makula had com­
pleted. each task and, with this long flight over, had 
logged 1,425.7 miles in Eve days. He elected to use th 
rest day to sleep late. Smith had flown 1,372.5 miles 
in thc contest induding the 436.0 miles to Big Butte. 
His crcw would begin the 12-hour return after dinner. 
Makl.lla commented that Polish contest retrieves are 
lly aero tow whenever possible. He felt our method 
quite tiring for pilot and crew. No one had the (Jnergy 
to disagree at the time. 

At Jerome, Idaho, then~ was a larger gatherulg. Ben 
Greene (SHK), Wally Scott (K-6E), John Ryan (Si­
su) and Ross Briegleb (BG-12) had landed there with 
3.51 miles for the day. Two hOlU·S later, thev were 
surprised when Boh' Moorc, flying his 20-ycar-old 
1-21 joined them. YVith five contest days completed. 
he had averaged 212.5 miles a day and was in 32ml 
position! """ 

COMMENTS OF A
 
SCORER AT RENO
 
"Of a]] the non-£lyil1g people at a National Con­
test the scorer has the most fun because she has 
the most direct contact with the pilots and their 
£lying stories, and hecause she is the fil'St to 
know the score. But the pilot can help the scorer 
score him properly hy giving the telephone re­
trieve operator his exact landing coordinates and 
stating bow many tmnpoints he has completed. 
The more cxperienced competition pilots always 
remember tlwse items. but sometimes the new­

comer forgets them. The scorer welcomes pilots 
in the scoring room both to answer any questions 
they may have and to hear their flying exploits 
(one of the fringe henefits of scoring), but the 
confusion in the scoring room would be lessened, 
and the scorer's efficiency increased, if the 
crews and others would wait outside. 

"\Ve found it of great benefit this year to post 
preliminary speeds and distances as soon as pos­
sible. People are naturally interested in such in­
formation and are mature enough to recognize 
that somc errors are inevitable in this type of 
preliminary scorillg. Also errors were pointed out 
to us while they were stiJ] easy to correct. 

"\1any people asked about the relative accu­
racy of scoring using \IVAC charts as compared 
with Sectionals. Vile score Jllost of the llights on 
Sectionals and only the long flights on \,,'AC's, 
although on a particular day everyone's distance 
is measured on the same chart. To he ahle to 
answer these qucstions we checkeu Ed McClana­
hem's distance on the open day in three ways: On 
\ VAC charts (by which a]] measurements for the 
clay wE're made) it was 456.5 miles; on Sectional 
charts it mcasun~d 454.0 miles; the calculated 
distance (using a spherical Earth, as required by 
the Sporting Code) \vas 4.58.134 miles. The accu­
racy of the charts, of course, varies in different 
directions on the chart as well as in different 
parts of the country." 
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