
he headed for tIl fount Rose Diamond mine. His 
flight completed his Diamond badge also! 

Carroll Klein, £lying in his first ationals, claimed 
both Gold and Diamond altitude as well as a remark­J 
able 49.4 mph. He placed fifth for the day and 
moved up a notch in the stancUngs. 

Edward J\'fakula climbed to 21,000 feet in the wa\'e 
and returned with a. sp'eed of ~4.2 mph. He flew cross 
country on wave lift for the first time in 20 years of 
competitive soaring. By late afternoon there wasn't 
on ~ quadrant of the sky withe ut some type of lenti­
culu formation . .A dramatic stack of six lenticular 
plate" grew to the north, while over the field an 
enormous shaggy cloud move I and r-dev loped dur­
ing most of the day and carly evening. J\/fakula said 
he had ne er seen al1yt11ing like it hefore. 

J\!f urphy's La\\' was ('xercised on the most vulner­
able pilot. \Valt l\1fooney, flying a 1-26, also made a 
24,000-foot flight. vValt's barograph not only fr07.e 
hut, when it resumed operation, chose to go back­
ward. lIe examined the wayward results in good 
humor and arranged for another harograph. 

David Nees, at 19 the youngest competing pilot, 
climlwcl to 18,000 feet over the field but lost 4,000 
ff:et' in a dash for Mount Hose. Tlw mn paid off 
hanusomelv as he also climbed to 24.000 feet and 
earned an' altitude Diamond for his Cold had<Ye. At 
this point, he \·vas flying 100 mph and gaining 1000 
feet a minut ! lIe headed for Smith Valley, spotted 
the tum panels at 18,000 feet amI turned honwwanl. 
David landed his K-6 at Yerington about 15 miles 
along the return Ie.T. \'Vaves have downs, too! 

Jolm Ryan mounted the dins the following morning 
and narrated the highlights of his C'xpeclitious flight. 

pan release, he returned to the thermal he had heen 
towed through and worked it to 10,000 feel. Over 
the hangar "it got real smooth aU of a sudden!" He 
entered the wave at IS,OOO feet alld headed for the 
turnpoint where he alTived with 1:3,000 feet. Finding 
no lift off the mountains north of Smith, he procC'edcd 
to Carson Ci.ty where he' found on' meter per second 
lift but didn't ciTcle as it ",,'asn't worth stopping for!" 
Forty-two minutes after sighting the turnpoint he was 
back at Stead with an average speed of 57.8 mph. 
Dick Schreuer was only 2.1 mph behind him and this 
enabled Schreder to claim second in total standings. 
Graham Thomson could only turn in a :39.5 mph av­
erage which dropped him from second to fOUJ·th. 

The day's standings: 
1 John Ryan Sisu 57.8 mph 
2 Dick Schreder HP-14 55.7 
3 Sterling Starr 1-23HM ,50.5 
4 Bill Ivans SiSll 50.0 
5 Carroll Klein Libdle 49.4 
6 Hannes Linke Libelle 49.1 
7 Joe Conn SIlK 47.3 
8 Bernie Canis 2-32 46.1 
9 George ~,,1offat SH-l 45.7 

10 Hod Taylor SH-l 44.4 

THE FIFTH DAY 
To no on ,'s slll'prise, i'vfarshall announced free 

distance. A few groans were hearu from the crew 
sectiOn of the hanger. Charts stmiecl crackling 
and v ry close attention was "Iv n John Marsh'~ 
weather briefing. Maximum thermal activity was pre­
dicted to 16,000 feet with some activity as high as 
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IS,OOO feet. Towering eu and cmuulo-nimbus were 
forecast across northern levada with e!oud hase at 
ll),OOO feet. A shearline was expected along a Iin(~ 

through Minden, Fallon and Winnemucca, extemHng 
into Idaho. Thero would be strong winds at 10,000 
feet al d moderate to severe turbulence above that. 
John emphasized the need for adeqltate tie-down 
cquipm nt ill light of the promised stroll" surface 
winds. Marshall added that there would be an official 
barograph-scalinO' tab 1<::. avaiJabl~: and a uoubk rest 
day would he declared if an, flight cxceedtd .500 
miles. 

The youngest and oldest competitors at the Championships were 
David Nee., 19, and Dr. Ernst Steinhoff, who was born in 1908. 
Dr. Steinhoff made his Diamond-distance flight from the Wasserkuppe 

an entire decade before David was born. 

There was a mood of exeitment and expediency as 
pilots and crews made their final plans. Charts were 
lined and coded for easy plotting and road maps of 
Utal) and Idaho wer consulted. The ranks along the 
start line had swelled considerably as soarin r pilots 
and enthusiasts arrived to take in the holiday week­
'nd at tb, 1\ationals. The fact tlmt 142 flights in ex­
cess .of 200 miles had already been logged added to 
the feeling that momentous soaring history was bein<Y 
writt .n. . ifost of the crews weJ'(~ instructed to get on 
the road as soon after take off as possihle. The time­
consuming trek through Reno could easily separate 
pilot from radio contact witl1 crew as their positions 
widened. 

Echvard j\,;lakula Rt w eastvvard over cOll1pl >tely UB­

familiar terrain. Furthermore he had limited the Foka 
to airport landings. The new owner was to take de­
liver as soon as the 1 ationals had ended. At 111.5 
he nidioed precisely, "On course, at 9,000 and climb­
ing." The crew, driving a '66 Citroen, was headin 
eastward at 70 mph all Highway SO. Fift, minutes 
later Makula radioed from a position 90 kilometers on 
course with 10.000 feet. Bv the time he reached 
Hllmbolt Lake, I~e had c1imecl 1000 additional feet and 
had averaged 40 kilometers in 41 minutes. Over one 
hour passed with no transmission. Surface winds were 
as predicted, helping tlw Citroen to cruise at 100. 
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