
disl!,ust. in order to identify the positions of tho, 
marker panels before they wuld start north on the 
distance leg. 

Nine, ho7vever, lcere not able to contact the tcave 
and had to content themselves with field landings at 
Stead. One point-IIYise contestant landed at the fa.,. 
westem extremity of the field on a drag-strip to glean 
a point 0.,. two. Another missed the field I)U a 'Inile, 
vut missed conlll.xtiollS tcith his cmu; hy minutes and 
1I:as stranded, so far and yet so neul', until thelnid­
dIe of the night. 

With the sun dropping toward the horizon if­
seemed douutful that unuone would get as far os 
Alturas, 130 miles awau in California. But tcitlwut 
hel.uhcind~, and "lcith assists from 1'!.lndo-lll waves, the 
high-performance '/Tl(Jchines moved no-rthlwrd w-ith 
unexpected speed. Schreder, still holding the PiOneer 
rate-of-climb indicator in his hand, malwf.!,?d another 
86 miles beyond Stead. "Fith darkness coming Oil A. ]. 
Sulith in his Sisu, Edtwl'd Makula in II Folw Four, 
and Sterling Starr in his mod'ified 1-23, landed 'in 
Alturas with flights of 401 miles, u;hile BiIllv(/us und 
Sisu made an additional four miles and Carroll Klein, 
a neu;comer, fletc a surprising twenty Illiles veUond 
the uirport in his Lihel.le. 

o 0 0 

The final moments of the daU belong to ")'10ffatt 
and Thornson_ Far to the tcest the slwlc-co-vered tip 
of iUO'llnt Shasta's cone turned pink 'in the fading 
light. The shadoll';s crept lip the slopes of a range 
to their east Imd they peered ahead toward Goose 
[,ake tchich lay astride the Oregon-California hordeI'. 
They lcu~tchea each other warily, like two dogs witl. 
one vone. 

"] watched Gmhom (lnd tried to keep myself to 
the rear, in his blind spot," :11offat recalled. "W 
were flyin,!!. i.n evenillg lift alld Gmham IWS far­
ther out in the valley. After au;hile I noticed him 
rise aenllil in a thermal. To my surprise, he lcent 
straiaht through it. I felt sllre he Iwd missed the 
boat and rchen I ?"eached the spot I be an to 
ci-rcle. I climbed for a felc turns, feeling that I 
was gaining the advantage that would m.ake the 
final difference. 

"] had n/l.l.de a mistake, IJec(/L/se imtea,d of his 
heing beilnc lie cas a SIwek far ohcad at the same 
altitude. 1'he lift !Cas 0 mile square alia it u;asn't 
necessary to tl./ rll.'" 
Belou;, in the deepening gloom, lights //larked the 
presence of an occasional car on Highlcay 3~6. 

"As I fleu; along t71e slopes on the east side 0/ 
Goose Lake," 1'11. oIII so II said, "[ radioed IIelen to 
lin-hitch the trailer. This tcould give Iler greater 
1Il0hility in scol/ting for lowling fields. 1 lcaS' over 
had terrain and JIelen would make tactful re­
marks like, 'It's getting., dork dotcn here.' 

"During the last forty miles of the flight] hlul 
used 4000 feet of altitude lchich I stretched lcith 
the !r.elp of the recently illumined slopes. I de­
cided to lea'w them at 1500 feet alld try for the 
u'irport north of the lake at Lakecierl.;, Oregon. 
1 lcas fortunate to !r.ave Rau Proeneke crercing 
for me and he acted 08 u sort of mohile com­
pu.ter H;ho sUJ!]Jlied lIle rcith cons/antlu up-dated 
information on my gUde s7ope. At such times at­
tempting to rnuke calculations in the cockpit is 
out of the question and full cOllcentration must 
be .oiuen to the flUing itself. 

""Ve knelc the air]J01tlcas lighted and that it 
lay at the lim'it of my gl'ide s101)e at that time. 
My main worry tcere Stcamps which 1cere 
shotcn on the air charts to cover the lost six 
miles south of the airp01t. 

"At lost I s]Jotted the tou;CI' und. then "the lights 
of the rltntcay lOlc on my canOpy und allgling 45 
degrees to my fli,l!,ht puth. During the finul UlO­

I'/u;nts RuU li-terully tulked me dowlI. I lCOS fly­
ing at minil/1IIm sink onrl tclum I hanked over 
the elld of the field to line up the I'ltn IWII I had 
.')0 feet left. There lcas no need for ail' lJ1"Clkes." 
It ICliS 9: 16 P.IH. ThO'lnson had flolc11, 44.1 miles ant.! 

Icon the daU. 
Five miles behind, the aggressive Moffat had also 

been talked ,<7,OICII hy a erelcman tcho marked a field 
by hlinking the trailer lights at its end. Though 
he harZ bOlcet1 to Thomson, hi:; effort kept him in 
first ploee in the cumu.lative sco'ring of the contest. 

o 0 0 

A view of the Huetter Libelle that more and more competitors seemed destined to see, the bottom. 
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