
"f saw a saddle ill the backhon·· of the \Vas­
sub and slipped through the muck to the sunny 
l(Jest 'I'll. side. Jt took m ~ 45 m-iles after that to ,!J.et 
rid of thc icc and Ichenecer I circled the ship 
shuddered and shook." 
Anotller pilot lcho slipped thfO'Ugh to the nestern 

side lclls eeidently having trouble finding lift and leas 
surjJrised to snddenly find 'power lines before hitn 
running tOlUIrd the cl"cst. As he diced helolc them 
his shadolV startled some IJUz.:::earcls siUin.1.!, at the !Jose 
of a pou:er pylon. They lOok to the all' (lnd as 111' 
olJserced them realized tI,e!! Iwd lIu/'rked a thermal 
for him! 

Not fill 'lcere so lucky. For many the boiling thun­
derhead lI;ith its capricious largess ~ of lift, sink, and 
pf(;cip-itation proeed their undoing, for othcrs, el:CIl 
if they didn't go dlN/;n, the storm lellS the deciding 
elemClrt. TIl(' lcily Paul BiUe, /'wterun of II/IIIlY. cOn­
tes{s and one-time holder oj' the lcorld\· unofficial dis­
tance record, is 01/ example. 

",Vatclling tI" devclo}JlIlI'nt on the Icay to the 
tUI'll/JOint, I fi"llred rd 11II[;e trouule if 1 (ried to 
retul'll Ilnder the storm. 1 also knelv f1'01I'I the 
prevoiling u;eatlu;r !wttel'll.)· of the area ] could 
expect illcreased groulld lcind.~ at 101l;er altitudes 
in the late aftcl'l/()o/l. This meant final on­
COllrse glides to Stead !could buck hc(//:ier l//lel 

heavier :lI:inds as thel/ sank lOlcer. 
"J tfa'/llhled and skirted tlte thunderlwad by fly­

ing sOllth oj' it. Then J s't a course directly 
tOlcllrd the Sierras and lchat appeared to Iw ac­
fiee CII'S. 1 intended to tllrn nolth tIL ere and 
fly alon C7 the cloud street that had formed oeer 
the first range. This lI:ay Jlcoulrl only !/(lue to 
fight a cross-lcind insfca.d of (/. head-·leind." 
He made it to the lee of the Sierras, hut unfor­

tunately found himself out of phase u.:ith the cloud­
develoJiment cycle an"l lost valuable time maintain­
ing altitude. He sensed the day slilJping frlml him and 
took a second chance. 

"To the cast I could see the shearline at the 
convergence z·one IlXlS still lcorkin l1 • The cloud 
streets showed that it had notmov ~d east as fast 
as expected. I ran for it allef made it but it lcas 
a mistake that took too IIlllch time. J starte,d my 
final glide there at 17,000 feet." 
Other pilots had their t-rilndations too. Graham 

Thomson, after an exemplary flight out) made (/. . id~ 
trilJ Oil his retu I'll that took him ODer thc historic 
ghost tOlCl1, Virginia Cify. This was occasioned not by 
any curiosity to dew the relic of the u;ild and wooly 
West) but by failure to draw a course line on his 
chait and estalJlish (/ compass heading. Flying into 
the 101cerinrz sun, he lIIistook landmarks and veered 
off his course. Eighth place lcas his reu.;ard for the 
day. ­

Dick Schreder Iwd hooked his uariometer to a pint 
bottle instead of the required ql/art size, but Sltr­
prisingly, lie completed the COurse anYlcay tOlcin 
fifth, pot. 

The start-and-finish gate was monitored IInder a 
tent roof erected in the open desert about a mile 
from the han a([/'. Itlms a small speck against the 
slceening lmckgrolllu] of the hills in the far distance. 
In the late afternoon the :35-1mot wind lchistled 
throngh the guy ropes flapping the canuas roof vi­
ciously. Oblil'iolls of the howling ll.;ind, the offiCials 
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traded ;okes and friendly insults in the colorful pa­
tois of Texa.'i and Oklahoma. TheinforJl7ality was de­
ceptive and /riel an alertness' that spotted the returnil1'1 
ships at the linlit of cision. Binoculars Slcept the sky 
alwl;e the lOll: hills to the southwest of the airport: 
Since the ap]Jroaching sailplanes u;ere aligned leith 
the tent, there lUIS little apparent rllotion, hilt with 
eXjJerience it: became possible to ;lu!ge their speeds 
sOlllelclwt. 

Some ])i!ots lcho found they ~oere arricing with all 
excess of altitude became visible at a faster rate. 
\VIIf.:n the raz01'-thin linc of theirlcil1gs becrinw dis­
cCl'1lilJle, it lcas possilJle to see the I'I/pid f'exing 
caused IJy the red-line speed of tlleir ajJproach. These 
lWlJld whistle hy the tent, someti'llles lI;ithin II few 
feet of the surface, and lcould bu"rn off the S}J >ed in 
beautiful clinlbin{!, [-urns that put them on the lOlCll­
lcind leg for their landings. 

Others lwuld sC/ueak ouer the hills and sink lou:er 
and lower until theU droplJed into a shallolc wIley 
that hid them. front uieu:. Here their crelCS retrievcd 
these uieti'ms of fillul-glide miscalculatio'l/s. One pilo"" 
Il'lrrou;I,1 missed tllis f(lte blf f70TJllinrJ Oil a distant run­
Icay and b(lrely rolling across the finish line. A few, 
7)y t;irtlle of superior iurlgment (or the favoTs of na­
tUTe) made their avpl'oachin such (I. lULU (IS to IIlak, 
(/ n optimum trude of speed for altitude. 

Red Wright at the timing gate. 

On his final glide from 13,000 feet Moffat had not 
ciTcled once; he could see no point in circling in weak 
Uft Ichen he would ga'in 600 ft/min during portions 
of his straight glide. Smith, pressing to make lip for 
time lost, tcas stormill$!. toward the -finish line at L50 
mph Ich'n he hit a gust that threw him v"iolentlt/ 
against the canoplj. 11 is head hlllJpenerl to be tUTnecl 
in such a u;ay that he receieed a painful tIcist in 
the neck and bloodied his finaer against something 
in the cockpit. 

Of the 66 pilots who set out upon the task, 40 mail­
a,!..!.ed to complete the 202-mile course. 'Vhen the final 
struggleT fwd landed in the dusk, a knot of the re­
turnees and their crews {!,athewrZ outside the score­
k epers' office in the dimly lit hangar. A murmur of 
incredulity ran thTOlIgh the group as the day's speeds 
lcere posted. -Moffat had made 71.1 mph and Smith 
68.3 mph to win first and second respecti-vely for 
the day. 

"Seeentu-olle miles an hour!" said one spectato-r. 
"Would UOH belier.;e it? That's lcitltin One mil, of red 
line on my TG-2!" 
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