
The course on june 28 took the pilots diagonallu 
across fICO mountain ranges to Hatct7w1'IlC wl/ieh lay 
ot the soul hem end of 25-mile-long WalkeI' Lake. TI,e 
second and easternmost of the ranges tncl1tioncdrcas 
the \Vassuk. It: ran along the western shore of the 
lake. reach ing its 1Iwx-imtlll7 height at AI t. Grant, a 
12.000-fl. pellk lcest of the turnpoinl. 

BU lale rnorning all pilots lcen: launched and 7wd 
fl(!lcn lhrough tIle? slarting gate. AIoffal left Stead 
leitlt an altitude of 14.000 feet. From tltc cockpit of 
his Austria SII-l/w contemplated the mounlains and 
desert ahelld Il;hile lie cOilsidered his stmtegU and 
tactic. 

give the /Iilot a fast, straight hi.i!,luwy to thc turn­
point. Rut could he gain enougl, .speed to jllstify tfw 
dogleg? Suppose the shearline 'lcerelccak or didn't 
develop at all? \Vlwt if he arrived too lou.: too rlwke 
contact? 

Georgc M offllt decided to 'ignore the tem/ltation. 
A. ]. Smith in llis Sisu succumlJec1 and StClUlg left. 

BU carlu aftcrnoon a ueu.: clement entered. the pic­
lure. CUlllulllS lellich a/lpemcd to be over -the h./rIl­

point al lhe soufllcm end of the \Vassuk fange [JC­
gon to oeer-decelop. It l.lecamc imperative to get t:o 
J[mctJlOnw and turn as quickly as Jiossiblc. ,,\lith tltis 
in mind, TII offa/; had IJ/allaged lo strctch his first ,dide 

George Moffat in the Standard Austria. 

"I felt it lUIS Ilot important towill, hut that 
it lcas exiTemely important not /;0 lose. (i.e., not 
winning first pl{/(;c ill the task lcas less important 
thall c01Tlpl.i...rting it each day.) The first (/au was 
a speed task. I IUld to CO'l.:cr the ground as quickly 
as possihle and I tealiz.ed I didn't cover ground 
'lchen I flet(; in circles. One of tf/(~ things that 
never ceases to amaze me is the lllunlJer of 1leo­
ple lcho circle 'round (IIod 'l'Oltiul for no apparent 
reason. 

"On the !>asis of the lccather prognosis I had 
made a decision to teark themwls of a given 
strength onlU and to leave them lI;henmy climb 
dropped below that level. 

"I had also decided to fly straight lcheneeer I 
was in areas where past experience had shown 
me 1 mi/!.ht expect general lift. 

"I pointed the Austria's nose tOlcard the l10rth 
end of the \Vassuks and staTted a straight glide 
tOt/.:ard them." 
As the pilots 'lcended their teay southeast tOll:a I'd 

Hawthorne, they lcatched the horizon to the left for 
signs of a shearline. A conccrgence zolle was kno'lcl1 
to e:rist lJetween the air m.asses of a low centering 
oV("r the Oregoll-v\!ashington region and a high to the 
southeast that lcas carrY'ing moisture in fl'Om. the Pa­
cifiC. The first tell-tale signs of cloud streeting fwd 
appeared and so the af;l0nizillg business of assessment 
and decision began in tile cockpits. 

Should one leave the d'irect cOllrse line (/nd turn 
left in hope of picking lIJI the shear? This could mean 
IJCinC! freed of the tyranny crf thermal circling and 

40 or 50 miles over the II/ountains ana into Yering­
ton Valley lchich lay to the lce.s't of tlw V/assuks. He 
had done this bU ]lulling tip (but not circling) uhen­
ever he had encountered lift. This required, no doubt, 
a measure of self-discipline as the altimeter tinrolled 
until he finaTly found himself :3000 feet ahove the 
around. 

JI iii judgment: proced valid, ltOlccver, and he found 
thermals in lchich he paused just long enough to 
enable him to reach the Ilorth end of the IFassuks. 
There he lowered the nose of the Austria and srled 
straig71t south ocer the sunny western slopes of the 
range. 

In the 111cantime Sm.ith, in his faster Sisu, lwd found 
the shearline on the other side and conSiderably to 
the east of the course. He follou.:ed it to Walker Lake, 
a slash of blue set in the ochre and rust of the desert. 
The eastern slopcs of the Wassuks climbed from the 
lake shore to bare 'rocky upper slopes that st·i1/ held 
snow in the crevices. But the magnificence of th(' 
scene lcas' dimmed for Smith who looked ahead w· 
the writhing cumulus mountain that cast Us shadow 
ocer Mount Gmnt and the t'/lrnpoint at the southem 
end of the lake. Flying at high speed he cTOssed the 
tcater, circled fIOtcthornc and obse-rued the tt/m ]lan­
eL~. SluJltly aftenconl he reached 16,000 feel:, his best. 
altitude, only to encottllter. heavy sink acc01npal1ierl 
by hail, snow, (/nd slush as he hegan his return. Vvith 
dis'ln-ay he tcatched an inch of ice lmild up on his 
leading edge as he threaded his way through sheets 
of precipitation (lnd the ragged bottom of the cloud. 
I-Ie was flying on the castern side lellen an opportull­
ity to regain the Icestern s70pes appeared. 
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