
LI G BY SAILPLA S EXPANDS FolIo\-vin r 
the award of the O.S.T.I. . Prize to the Datt last year 
t~e fortunes of Slingsby Sailplanes, Ltd. of Kirbymoor­
SIde, York, England, have c >ntinllcd to prosper. \VeNEWS So 

SOUTHER 1 CALIFORN Oi\lPE lTION CL B 
Southern California is one of the fe\\' ar a' ill lhe 
country where there are large enough numbers 01 
soaring pilots to support anything as sp ializ' 1 as a 
Competition Cluh . .'uch an organization, cn~ateu for 
the specific pllrpOSC of lleveloping compc>tition pilots 
and operational personnel, was founded in the fall of 
1965 by Paul Bikle and John Williams with the addi­
tional help of Helen Dick, Sou h'rn California's vcr 
able State Goveruor. Thus feU' two workshops, hotl1 al 
the Elsinore Gliderport, have hecl b ,Ill. Th first was 
on the week-end of October :30-:31 and th a second on 
January 8th and !)th, 1966. Special equipnwnt, such as 
launch-position tapes und starting-gat thcodolit 's, 
designed and built by S.'3C c1uh memhers, wcre liS c.1 
successfully at these meetings. Ground personnel 
serve on a rotational basis, a system which permits 
everyone to get a vicw of how things are \ orking from 
hath ,nds. A dinner meeting concludes each workshop 
and is accompanied hy a critique and ug rested im­
provements for the followin~ outing. Hopeful!; lh ' 
\\'ork of the new groun will pro ide tTuining and ex­
perience which will help improve the or ranization of 
future contests in the Soutl1\vest. It may also serve as 
a model for similar aroups in oth r areas of the coun­
try, especiaUy regions eager to hold future :\ational 
Soaring Champiouships. 

" " 
RA DO 1. G STS tewart Coutts, a Southern 
California soaring pilot o[ erates a sort of ir Taxi to 
Tehachapi. He leaves Van Nuys Airport about 11:30 
every Sunday morning in his four-place Cherokee and 
takes along as many as can come at six dollars (rOlU1d 
trip) a head. ***Drawings for the to\ hook instal­
lation for the Champion TGC can be obtained by \ ril­
ing Champion Aircraft Corp., Osceola, Wise. and ask­
in? for drawing number 7-114:3. Price: 54.00. *** 
SSA Orders SeIGer Plug blared tl1(" headline in the Port­
land Oregonian. Tunled out to be the malodorous 
business of thc State anitary \utholity. ***The 
E.A.A. Air Education Museum recently acquired a likp­
new Cessna Primary Glider and a TIelisom HP-IO for 
its growing collection. \,yould the S.S.A. lTd such doo­
at!ons if it had a muselun'r ***Tho conc rued 
\nth the strength of fiberglass wings might be emious 
to learn tl1<l~, dlll'i.ng tho ' static and dynamic testing of 
the production BS-1 wmg at BrauDsw 'ig, Germany, it 
\\'a~ det~rl1lin d thal the ving of the prototype. in 
\\:hlch Bjorn tender was killed some years ago (. -ews 
"\otes, February, 1!:l66, 'o(/rin u ) was only onc-quarter 
the dc.sign st!·cngth. St<'nder wa' in th habit ofl:lyina 

the shIp at luO and 160 mph. ***Thc Polish nlrv 
in the Standard Class at the 1967 Internationals scell1~s 
likely to be the Fok(/ Fiv '. TI}(~ nl'w version of the 
1965 Standard Class winner will have a . lightly en­
larged fuselage, a T-tail and the wheel moved sli('htlv 
Forward. Anothl'r Polish Standard Class ship, the SZD­
:30. is also in the works. 

now I ·ar? thut the company has been appointed 
mted Kingdom agents for Bryan Aircraft Inc. and 

will offer Dick St:hred r's l-lP-14 both in co~plete and 
kit form, As yet no price has h ~en established for the 
reatly-ta-fly ai.rcraft. The J...'it will sell for the e<lllivalcnt 
of approximately $5000. SHngsby has also announced 
that, following ext<~nclcd negotiations with \iressrs. 
Elliott of -ewhury, they wi1l completely take over the 
Futme production of Elliott's sailplanes and the J'('­

sponsibility for servicing th . manv aircraft currently 
in circulation. ~ot only will this n '~v arrangement pel:­
mit Slin rshy to of-Fer the EON 4()'] rrlider to its custOlll­
ers Imt also thE' SG-38 Prinwl'lj. At M80 readv-to-f-1v 
this is undonbtedly the cheapest glid 'r availal)le to'­
day. Hire purchasf' facilities are availahk. 

" " " 
GETI'lL G THEBE JS H LF TfJE F N For a 
~nueh l?nger time than most of us imagine (see cut) 
Illdu tnous meu have heen attaching various power­
plants (r~)eket~, jets. pedals, go-cart engines) to as­
sorted girders 111 an endeavor to b ~come independent 

This Northrop primary, with an auxiliary engine, was an early attempt 
at achieving a self-launching glider. Date unknown. 

of the hunj)', the winch and the towplane. In recent 
years progress in powe('(~d-sailplane development h"s 
been marked and in recent months articles on tlw 
subject have appeared in such journals as AEHOKUHlER, 
A VIA '1'0111', AIH PHOCHESS and DEB FLEICER. (Soaring 
received two requests to reprint ~lax Dreher's Aloft 
,~ ith a Set Jet which appeared in the January, 1866, 
issue. ) 

The Germans, \\'ho have traditionallv led th worltl 
in glidi11<r matters, are also furthest ah~ad in the £ Id 
of powered gliders and will probahly he the source of 
the fir. t imports to the .S. n excellent po\Verplant, 
the Hirth 26-hp, two-cycle engine, has conb'ihutpd in 
large measlll:e to the succcs' of such German d signs 
as the SchleIcher K-ll and the Scheibe Motor-Spatz. 
At the present time the AkaAieg Muenchen is designing 
a twin-boom pusher, a group in i\'orth Germany is at 
work on a twin-propeller design and Herr Scheibe 
plans a powered version of the SF-27 using a retracta­
l)le I1rth engine. \nd at the AkaHieg Darmstadt work 
is n ·culy cOIl1plet ·d on a powered version of the D-.36. 
The retractable, lO-bp powerplant of the D-36 will 
be used only for cruising; self-launching will not he 
possible. " " " 
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