
swollen and co er d with lumps. The left eye was 
nearly closed. Fifty yaros from the glider 1 carne to 
a roau, a lucky coincidence from a r >trieving point of 
view. I peered around and saw a fannhouse about 
a quarter of a mile away on the opposite side of the 
road. so I went towards it. It was then that the re­
action to all the tossing and nuning set in. 1 was sick! 
Dry retching! For some time I was unahle to mov('. 
Eventually I 'ot moving again. 1 saw another farm­
house Oil thEe' same side of the road as the Gl"IIl1au 
and much elos(-~r, so I tmned back. As I did so I saw a 
car coming from the farmhoust,. I weut over to the car. 
One of the two mell in it told me he had seen the 
lanuing, had already COITllntlllicated with the dmme, 
and that tIl(' hays were on the wav out to rC'trieve 
the machine. He thm1 suggested th:lt, on account of 
my swollen face and appearance, he would not wait 
for the others, hut would take me to the Benalla Bush 
Nursing Hospital which was quite close to the drom '. 
On the way in we prlssell Reg McConnell anll UW' 
Hallok on tIl(' fanner's motorcvcle. Then we met th(' 
Duckworth Dodge and trailer \~'hich we stopped. After 
seeing that] was still ahle to walk they went on, Ie v­
ing Dave Darhyshire to go back to the hospital with 
me. At the hospital I was given something to settl' 
my stomach. 

00" 

Presently 1 walked back to the (home where I \\'a" 
rect'ivcu \~!ith much amazement. especi< Uy whEn 1 
said I had reached 1,3,000 feet. I was soaked through, 
so it was suggested that 1 have a hot sho\ver. 'Vhel1 1 
unllressed T found that even though J had be 11 wear­
ing a pair of overalls, 1 had hmiscs and lumps from 
the hail on mv left arm and shoulder. I was sick 
again, after ""Ilich 1 returned to the hangar where it 
was suggested that 1 lie down. 

Uwe Hadok, assistant to Dr. Fritz Loewe of the 
\'1eteoro\ogical Section of the University, had retlll'll~d 

Historical Notes 
Then the retrieving start >d. Th is is done almost en· 

tin~ly hy aerotow, Ilsually with Polish-built Hussi'll 
Po-2 biplanes, which made a most distinctive noi 'C 

reminiscent of a motor-boat l)lodding across a har­
bour. It is quite unbelievable what pat hes of ground 
(1 won't say fields) their very competent pilots whisk 
thc gliders from. Th(~ system is that the gliu r pilot acts 
as controller f(lr the operation. He must check tbat his 
field is at least 250 meters long, with an obstmction­
clear slope thereafter at the take-off (~nd of not less 
than 1: 30. If the field is not big enough, but there is 
a hNter one not far away, he must rnove the glider. 
This may well involve the foreignf'r in sorue compli­
cated sign language and pidgin-anythin"-he-ean-think­
IIp in orch-r to mnmge for a horse to pnl! the glider. 
onlv to find that thE. farmer wisht's to J",ww the 
weight of the aircraft in kilograms in order to calcu­
late the numb r of hors("s nccessarv! Having found 
himself a suitable field, the pilot i,laces th~. glid<T 
crosswind in sueh a position that the tug shall touch 
down tcn meters ahead of the nos' (-'\'('n if this mcan~ 
putting the glider into the next strip or across a ditch), 
and parallel to the wings. In due (.'Ollrse a Po-2 waf­
fles into the ficld, the glider -is hookt·d on, and the 
combination clambers out and uLUnbles off home. 

-Ann Welch, FLI BT 
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bv this tim . He came into the hut with the mett'l'o­
gi'aph l'ecord anll sat down on the Boor beside my bed. 
A 11(" sat there he just looked at the record and ex­
claimed, "1 don't know, I don't believe it. The clock 
m\lst hav' stopped." This state of perplexity was in-. 
rIuced hy a small portion of the n'cord. The descent 
from 1:2.000 feet to 4,000 feet was. hown as a strnigbt 
line, not as a cmve. Finally he convinced himseLf 
that the clock had not stopp<'d alld that it was a tnlc 
recording. )ut carne the slide rule. After much slid­
ing of the scales he gave us the amazing informatioi) 
tLat the rat of des' 'nt indicated was 350 feet per 
second, or 140 miles per hour. It must be rememhered 
that thi' i' not tl e b'll(~ rate of thc downdraft, as it 
incllldes an airspeed of at I ~ast 60 to 65 mph. This 
lattl'T figur> is open to douht as the airspeed gave 
trollhl arli I' and it cOlli 1have hcen frozen. 

week laler the l11eterograph had been checked hy 
th. [tcrological BUTeau, lelhournc, and the figures 
quoted at Ihe hginning of the account verified.' The 
maximum height quoted ill newspaper reports was 
1.5,600 ft~et ahove the dromc, This was verified as 14,· 
800 feet. 1'h altimeter in th Grulwu, which showed 
a 11 aximmn of 1:3,000 feet, was not tcst(~d. The rate 
of cks ent in the downdraft reached 350 feet per sec­
ond. n unknown fraction of Ihis would represent the 
downward sp('cd of the machine. It is hoped to deter­
min, this. peed hy reproducing a similar Byin\.( posi­
tion in still air in the ncar flltun". However. even a 
con ervation estimate wOllld place the do\Vn~vard vc­
locity of th - air b('billel the thllnderstorm at a mini­
mum of 130 feet per s cond, or eqllal to the gn.atest 
vertical w'locities ever recorded ill the atmosplwrf'. 

THE SCHEMPP-HIRTH SHK
 

MOTORLESS FLIGHT ENTERPRISES 

To provide better sales and service of 
SCHEMPP-HIRTH Sailplanes, parts and 
accessories, we are pleased to announce 
that Mr. Frederick (Fred) Matteson of 
Palo Alto, California, has become our 
representative for the region west of the 

Mississippi River. 

841 Seale Ave. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 

94303 
Ph. (415) 324-4861 

125 Farmstead La. 
Glastonbury, Conn. 

06033 
Ph. 1203) 633-4588 
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