
Photo by Alex Aldott 

The following is an account of one of the most extmordinary flights Geer made ill 
a glider. 1t toot place on the .9th of January, 1949, at Benalla, Australia. 
The aircmft used tcas a Gil/lUlU Baby that had been manufactured ttcellA:! years 
earlier by Sege7f1ugzeugbau E. Schneider, in Germany. It hardly need be added 
-that the pilot, Keith Chmllherlin, tCliS fortunate to escape from The Cloud [dth 
his life, nOl' that $oarin" readers are not to treat this as an explo'it to be 
duplicated. For those concerned lcith the hazards of flight this may be 
considered as all installment in the series, I Learned About Soaring from That! 

n Sunday morning, the last day of tho Hcling lu!> The Grey Gl'ul1au was taken out and the TigerOof Victoria's Scconcl Bcnalla Gliding Meeting, the Yloth (owned by the Hoyal \ ictorian Aero Club) 
weather was warm and getting warmer. As time went warmed up. I Pllt on a pair of overalls, and as the 
on it l)ecame clear from meteorological reports ancl vis­ temperature was then in the vicinity of 80 to 90 de­
llal observations that this was to be ()IJ' of tlw best greees, I was fe ling very hot and botlwred and an­
clays of the camp. xious to gct away. Mr. Radok brought out the mctero­

Small cumulus douds were starting to form in the graph, checked it, ancl stTapped it to the strut. The 
sOlltheast by 9:30 in the morning, anel by 11: 15 were met >rograph records preSSllre, temperatl\J'(; and hll­
forming all over the field, and not arOllnd it, as it is midity on a chart. This partiClllar instmment also in­
usually the case, There was vuy littl· wind, so NIL corporated an aced >romcter. lIe discllssed what T 
Uwe Raclok askecl me if I would take an aero to\,,,, and would do; jf the cOlJditions were good enough, 1 
see what conditions were like. He was of the opinion would try to stay up for five hours anel get a leg of 
that at least six thousand fed could be re<lched and the SilT 'C' Competency Certificate. 
the lift would be llnlimited-an observation which The towline was hooked. on the ~vloth and the 
later proved to he correct. Gnllwu and the tow started. After circling the field 
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