
, t last 1 had th goal in hand, 
working slowly up t 9,500 \I( L 
on the altimetcr, ju't north of 
Sharon Springs. Guess 1 Lad hetter 
go 0)) in and lam\. Great feeling. 
I had been flying at ,55 mph indi­
cated for some time now, so [ in­
creased the airspeed a little. J 
would arrive at Goodland with alli­
tude left, hut had talked myself 
into taking the "oaL Somcwher , 
some pilot may 1)e gettint; rea ly 
to land with 510 miles flown to his 
goal, ,md if he heats me to the 
gronnd, all is for naught. lit of the 
Clear blue sky amI five miles south 
of Goodland I stumhle into a 
thermal with 400 and SOO fpm lift. 
[ turn into it and work it. It is Cl 

thermal, and a good one. ,\Vith this 
T know [ can get hack up to 10,000 
or so. This is Illy opportunity. and 
working (Hit just as I had hoped for 
so manv months. J hit the thermal 
at ahol-;t 7,000 MSL, and was now 
at ahollt 7,500. Cosh I have heen 
working hard all day, for that goal. 
\Vhat ahollt that utber pilot SOlne­
where "eltilW readv tci stcal mv 
goal. fl(~v fcu,'"'can [ go from 10,000 
feet. Another :).'j miks at least, not 
counting good drift down low. 

I can put the distance record 
out th re at ahou t SGO or hetter. 
This dav hasu't reallv hec]} too 
good, arid 560 wont stand !lmg. I 
will still have tlte big one to shoot 
for, amI kuow that I can hreak it 
with a good day. Then mv hand 
eases forward on the control stick 
and I head for tbe airport. "Hello 
Goodland radio, This is sailplane 
04 Sligar. Come in." "Sailplane 0 I 
Sugar, this is Goodland radio, over:' 
"04 Sugar to Goodland, 1 all1 now 
approaching the sou th boundary of 
the Goodland ailJ10rt. I think I 
Illay have set a new sailplane w rId 
record and will land at Goodland. 
\-\fill you please call the airport 
managelllent and notify them that 
1 wiII need. them to witness mv 
landing." "nogt~r 04 Sugar, stanel 
by." - "Goodland radio to sailplane 
04 Sligar, the ail'port management 
has becn notifi d. Are vou a two 
place sailplal1c or sil1glcplace?" '1 
am single place, Goodland, and am 
now descending thru 6,o00 MSL 
circling over tl;e field." "Roger 04 
Sugar, you may land on runway 
one six, etc., etc.." "Please get a 
time hack on my landing, Goo 1­
land, and I will land all the south­
east runway, in order to be closer 
to the taxi strip, if that is OK". 
and down I go. 
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Th('~ first time I ever beard of the 
.'300 km triangl(~ record, hack in the 
'ilnnmer of 19.5\:) when I was first 
·tarting to fly seriously in the el­
derly Olympias and AV-.'36s f 
L'Apro Cluh Gaston Camlron, it 
was an astronomical 77 kmlJ, a 
speed that completely passed my 
comprehension of possibility. The 
first time T flew a :300 triangle, still 
in France il took a JwrdworkirJ<f 
six and a 'half hOln·s. There seclJl~ 
then, something almsot indecent 
abont having wllipped around the 
same distance in two hon rs and 
forty minutes. 

The day, August 6th, did not 
look especially prOlujsing, with a 
stability index of plus four. Wally 
Scott d:ltifully declared a goal and 
r<'tmn record atteIlJpt as did I. II ' 
took off at ahont 10:15 and haU' an 
holl!' later was still in sight of the 
field - low. I thought about my 
7,Fl5 Ibs. wing loading and stayed 
put. By lunchtime IVally was back, 
there wasn't a clond in the "kv, 
and we were all-Ben Greene, Ih:d 
\Vricrltt and \Vallv-tcarill" 111'1 our 

~ . b 

later declanllions For the ;'jOO kIll. 
triangle record. At one thil,tv the 
('u h~'gan to pop so 1 got Ollt a 'pil'ce 
of paper aIlL! w('arily wrote (lilt a 
:300 km triangle declaration. The 
others llad writer's cramp hy this 
time and tIi In't bother. They 
agreed to come along for tlle rid , 
however-afler all, wllat's a 300­
triangll~ in Odessa::' 

Airhorn at just aft(Or two, I 1'1('\\ 

For a!>oll(' :W mi!1utcs waitirw For 
the others, as Ian Bmgin, the tow 
pilot, was also to time us. At ahout 
14::25 he radioed that he was ready 
so I lined Itp a dllst devil SO!11l' five 
miles down course and split Sed 
over th' line. Apparently I got a 
little carried awav and \vas alarmed 
to .sec the airspe;'d swing past IHO 
mph just as I hit a terrinc bump 
and Ian called me up to say] \vouhl 
have to try again as I was slightly 
out of position. Five minutes later 
1 got a good start at a modest 160 
mph and headed out. 

eeclless to sav mv dust devil 
had disappeared :lI1d t got rapidly 
lower and lower, plurging alowr 
at 110 lAS. Ten miles out I was 
forced to work several little ther­
mals, desertiug each one as soon 
as ] could to press on to the boomer 
which J kn w I had to find for the 
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lirst long climh. TI1(-~ others, start­
ing unofficially ahont fiWl rninllt(~s 

later. were conversing happily 
ahollt their 1,200 fpnl climb while 
I stl'llggled along below 3,000 feEt. 
Finally, ahollt ~O miles ant, I got 
a real tlwrmal and carried it to 
hasc, on Iv to Find \Vally Scott jnst 
ahove me in his Ka-6 after a lat r 
start. Ben was well ahead. Think­
ing to cateL lip, I went on up "in 
the shade" (Texas euphcmism for 
eloud flying) the variomcter 
dropped slightly, hnt J stuck it ()lIt 
for J ,.3()O feet ahove hase (L3,OOO 
\lISI), hoping for hctter thjngs. Th·· 
excnr 'ion wclsted 1110 ahout a ITlil1­

ute, so, disgusted, I pushed over to 
120 mph and went for the first tllrn. 
fortunatelv tJll~ clouds streeted for 
the rest t;F the leg so I caught 
Hed and \Vany. Ben was a couple 
of thousand feet OV('l" me as we 
thennaled up ovcr the first tlll'l1 
hom aLout 4,000 aLove the terra;, . 
The thermal was a good one, aVl'r­
aging perhaps 7.'50 fpm up to basc, 
now at 1:3,.'500. Wally Scott and 
Hed Wright in his new SiSll I. had 
cut the corncr a bit to scout the 
clouds ahead and rcported excel­
lent lift under a street leading to 
the second turn. 

Average on the first leg workecl 
out just under 70 mph. The second 
leg was a breeze with excellent 
lift cdl' along the street often giv­
ing as much as 1,000 feet in straight 
flight. Half way along the leg at 
Seminol I naused. to thermal up 
from about 7,500 MSL after seeing 
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