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P/lOtogra"hu bu S. A. AI.DOTT 

GOAL FLIGHT BEYOND 500 MILES 
After the lerrnination of the 31st 

National Soaring Championships at 
McCook, Nebr., a number of pilots 
were looking forward to the Marfa 
Records encampment which was 
to be held at the Marfa-Alpine, 
T(~x. airport. The encampment \-vas 
still in progress at the time this was 
written, bllt some of om pilots 
werC" flying out of Odessa because 
of the, poorer-than-usual, weath r 
experienced at "'farfa. ConseCIuent­
Iy several fine flj~hts were made 
from there, some reaching near the 
.500 mile mark. These will be re­
ported hy om Marfa "hookkeeper'", 
J.C. "ne(r' \Vright in Soaring, I am 
Slife. 

Mv familv "crew," 1 aud the Ka-6 
went to \LlI-fa on JIlly 17th to 
('Iljov th(~ l1lountain flying and good 
companionship. Tile pilots were 1)("­
coming rather restless, thosp seek­
ing records, as the wcather was 
not cooperating. ',.'fany w('rf~ b'ying 
though anyway amI having fun do­
ing it. After f1yin" loc,dl.' for a 
few days and climbing "-fount Liv­
ermore and Old Sawtooth, I also 
bc:came restlcs~;. so earlv Tuesdav 
morning of the 21st, 1 ~Ieclared a 
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goal to Springfield, Colo. If the:. 
weather did Dot work out, my plans 
wue to land at Odessa. This I did. 

vVesncsday July 2211(1 gave prom­
ise of possibl y a good fI ight in the 
futurf~. Our favorite weather man, 
Dan Owens, at the weather bureau, 
a1'0 thought that the next day 
looked promising. I tried to con­
tact the bo s at "'1<u·fa. but could 
not satisfactorily arrange a confer­
enc> call with the proper people, so 
left word that J will call again early 
next llIorning. 

The family and T overslept and 
did not start moving until after 
eight the next morning. The skies 
had a few patches of high residue 
of some ovcrdevclopment from the 
preceding night anrl scattered 
patches of cumulus castellatus. This 
could be good. \.11 of the weather 
data could not be gtahered hefor> 
U:OO A~vr, hIlt L called my friend 
Buzz Hurt asking him t(:) pl ase 
stand hv for an air to\V at around 
10:00 AM and to a t as my ob­
sc:rv" r. The wheels got in motion 
after campI lion of the weather 
dwck. Odessa, minus-four stabili­
ty, Amarillo a plus-one, zero sta­

bility further up the line. The wind:; 
were not too promising, hut accep­
tahle. Arriving at the airport at 
9:30, my son and I tried to plot 
a eOlll"se utiliZing the winds. Every­
thing was so Gusy that I forgot 
about mv frjenlls in ~Ifarfa. The 
winds were to he slightly South­
east to start with, then further up 
the line they wer<~ predicted to be 
southerly and fj ally southwesterlv 
fnrther ·on. I plotted a curve oi·) 
the waU map with these \vinds in 
mind, picked a general area for 
my goal, put the string on I Par­
ker's world goal lh~stination of 
Great Bend, Kan., added ahout 25 
mil s to this, then put the string on 
the general an'a in mind and it 
hit oodland, Kan. airport on the 
nose. I planned to By straightaway 
forgetting tbe slight crosswinds as 
they should average Ollt. 

As 1 w,ls making the goal Jecla­
rahon, BllZZ drove up and signed 
it. Things were hectic, 1 had so 
Illuch to do. Rcplace radio hatte­
ries, and other chores. Buzz helped 
all h cOllld. \Ve got to the takE> 
off linc, bllttoned up and the take 
off roll started at 10:0:2. BlIzz h(~ad-
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