
PIONEERING THE 1000 KILOMETERS
 
As told by AL PARKER to E. J. REEVES 

.Somewhere in a certain chapt r 
of a Great Book, it is w IJ sai l: 
"To every thing there is a season 
and a time to c'!ery purpose und 'r 
thc heaven." 

And so it mit ha e been on 
Friday, July :31, 1964. 1t must, have 
been indeed a day to By. AI Parker 
thought so. The day dawned much 
like L all mid-surnm'er (lays in far 
\Vest Texas, but with perhaps 
just a little differenee. \Vhat kind of 
a (by was it? a day like all day:; 
except for the little difference th'at 
AI Parker discerned, 

It is a fact that Parker did not 
suddenly bestir himself on this sum­
mer's morning at the crowin(~ of the 
cock ... al~d sudden Iv cgnclude 
that this might be a da~' to betake 
himself to the airpoi,t and go 
'wll1g ho' on a huge /'C soaring 
flight. 

I suspect lhat Parker's contriv­
vance of this action might well 
have had its inception 1:3 years ago. 
almost to the day. On August 5, 
1951, Hichard H. rohnsol1 was 
launched .from this sal11e site to soar 
.'535.169 miles (861.27:2 km) for a 
then \,Vorlel's recorcl. 

Parkcr had, in fact, very mate­
rially aided and abetted the TSA 
(Tcxa~ Soaring Association) group 
of ambitious soaring men who had 
descended upon his town bent 
upon the business of record brcach­
ing. It might wcU havc l)ecu, 
therefore. that this action was in 
the phlu~ing stages 10 these 13 
veal's. 
, But whatever it might have been 
let's get down to the events of 
July:31, 1964 \-vhen Parker became 
the first member of his SagE.'1Jrush 
Soaring Society's newly fornied "In­
ternational '622' Club." And what ;l 
verv exclusive club that is! 

Al Parker is, as much as anv SO,lr­

ing man I have ever known, idea]]" 
the "record tvpe." He is a think<~l··. 
listens well, argues not, hut calmlv 
and coo]v calculates. A trut~ n,;­
~ive horn' and raised \Vest Texan. 
he is self-effacing and modest t<; 
the extreme. 

Len Niemi, master sailplane designer and 
craftsman, should be proud of the magnifi­
cenf Sisu. As owner-pilots are learning to 
get ultimate performance from the ship, its 
real cap,bilities will come more and more 
to light. Parker's flight is a case in point. 
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Not all of AI Parker's time is spent in the cockpif of the Sisu, he is also a business man. 

Al's first exposure to soarin u 

flight came as a boy sitting atop ~ 
windmilJ mast on the vast Parker 
ranch watching the graedul wheel­
ing and soaring f1igllt of the nu­
merous Texas hlrkey buzzards alltl 
hawks. Al says he was tIle lowest 
boy on the totem pole at the Park­
er H,'lnch. The older brothers pre­
empted the I or e riding chores and 
the real cO\\+oy s"nff. Young Alvin 
was relegated as he savs, to 'wind­
mill fi '\ it~ <t.' ' 

Al has lived all of his life, now 
age 4,5, in \Vest Texas, a gl'l~at 

deal of it out-of- 1001'S. This is ex­
cllsing time awn)' from the rnnch 
for college (T '~:as Agriclll tund and 
'vlechani al niversitv-B.S. in n­
imal Husband!'v). A'dditionallv a 
rather e,tensive'tollJ' of \Vmld \Var 
II militarv dutv included seven 
HllHlths in ·conil)<~.t as a tank jockey 
in all armored division of all thin;.!~. 
(man, did thaI rnw evpr overlook 
.good pilot mnterial): 

TIll: top of a windmill mast is ,I 

sllperb vantagl:' point fer ohserv­
ing, ;:~lidyin~. and tlllde.rstandin g 
nahue s ~,'hi1nt or (. 'eatllres a:1<1 
e]('llwnt . Dust devils IJV the score 
dancing across the I;ot plains. 
blooming at last with a mat;nifict'nt 
halo of ellnHllus cloud. \:Iyl-iad of 

hinls, hawks, scissor-tail fly catch­
ers, swallows-all lakin~ advantacrc 
of the powerful llpClll~-ents ca]']~!­
ing bugs, beetles and all manner of 
things aloft for the taking. If a 
lowly grasshopper with his poorly 
planned aerodynamic shape could 
join this mirth-why not Alvin? 

1 reckon AI thought of this. It i~ 
certain that similar thoughts ran 
through his mind on Fridav, lulv 
: 1st f~Jr a good so]i(l ten a;1d 'on~~ 
half hours. 

:\1 relat(>s this story of his action 
on Inlv 31. \964 in l~s usual calm. 
tlir:d "al d frank manner. On look~ 
ing out of his hedroom window at 
6:00 A.M. on that day, he ~aw 

what hc look to he favorabl<' in­
dications of an em'lv start for a rec­
orel soaring flight.' It looked like 
a cha nce to flv the Sisu 1 O(n 
killS. and achicv(~ as he savs I'mv 
hurning ambition to bre:t1~ th~ 
world's distance l'l'cord," (the wife 
sa~:s addiction. llot amhition). lv[rs. 
Parker cooked heaHast while Al 
dressed: aflCTwarels sent him to his 
harb '1' lor a long uverdue haircut. 
B :13 Iw was on bis way to the 
air JOlt. 

Ian BUTgin, ,In Australian, who 
had just graduated hom Abilene 
Chrisban College as a Bihl Stll­
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