
EDITORIAL
 

ON RECORDS, AND THE NEXT 1000
 

There have been manv notable 
a~hicvem~nts by Americ~ln soaring 
pIlots dunng the last decade. Paul 
MacCready's '>vinning the " orld 

hUll1pionship ill HJ56 and Paul 
Bikle's Hight to 46,267 feet in Jl Gl 
come immediatelv to mind. But no 
Hight seems to l{avc captmecl th , 
imagilwtion of American soaring 
pilots as has 1 Parker's flight of 
644 miles on July :31, HJ64. What 
soaring pilot's heart llicl Dot beat 
faster when he heard the news'? 
Tbe struggle for world's records is 
a continuing international competi­
tion, and the distance record ap­
pears firmly hack in our hands with 
a stunning margin, 

Because of the importance of tllis 
Hight, we arc devoting a major part 
of this issue of Soaring to its various 
aspects, However, thiS was not the 
only world's record flight claimed 
hy an American soaring pilot in the 
last few weeks. George Moffat 
added almost ten miles an hour to 
his 300 km triangle speed record, as 
lIe blistered around the course in 
2 hours and 40 minutes for a groul1ll 
speed of 75 mph (121 kmph), A 
few days hefore, \'Vally Seott set 
a new world'· goal record with a 
flight of 505 miles (815 km). Their 

stories are also in this issue, 
'Ve talked to 1 Parker a few 

weeks ago on the last day of b 
Nationals at McCook. He had just 
cOn1(' in with a rank of 38th in the 
fi al standings and frankly wasn't 
very happy a1Jout it. He said h 
gucssed he was going to Iwv to 
go back home and learn bow to f[. ' 
1t now looks as though AJ is tli 
world's fa~test learner. It was onlv 
22 days l<ltcr that he made his rcc~­
ord Hight. 

\Vorld's record flights are no ac­
cident, and most are well plann d, 
AI's flight was no exception, but 
for sheer audacity we helieve it 
knows no equaL ~VitL the world' 
O"oal reeol'l1 standing at 505 mile 
and the distance record at 544, h 
nam ~c1 a goal at 6:30 and o'/:)erjle-u; it! 

ever mind the national ratings, 
AI, .vervone is convinced bv ow 
that YOl; know how to fly! . 

This record flight, like the othcr 
two, was achieved b,' a gratifying 
combination of a good pilot, a good 
sailplane, and good weather. Th 
rest of us in American soaring owe 
a great debt to that handful 0 pilots 
like Al Parker, GeQrge Moffat, and 
\;Vally Scott who exp nd endless 
amounts of time, hard work and 

money in tIp quest of records for 
tlJe United States, \Vo are also ap­
preciativ of the fine sailplane de­
signors all over the world who have 
contributed so much to our a1Jility 
to fly better. And finally, wc are 
grate£u I for oW' vast country with 
o n any different mcteorological 

regimes which give us so many 
typcs of soaring opportunities. 

So much for the ~ast and pres nt; 
what of the future; Hold vour hats 
fellows, for this is only tl;c begin­
nin er. 1's recon1 is goin 'T tu be very 
t 1I rh to heat, but beaten it will be. 
Probably 750 miles is about all you 
can expect from ordinary thermal 
soarin cr like Al used, but don't for­
<ret those fast moving cold fronts! 
Our cOlillterparts ahroad hav al­
ways been looking fonvarLl to the 
1,000 km flight. 'Nell, we have 
knocked that one off; now let's go 
for the next 1,000 - we mean of 
course, 1,000 miles! Neither AI, 
George or 'Vally l1ad Hown a sail­
plane wh n Dick Johnson's record 
of 535 was set in 1951 and maybe 
the pilot who will break the next 
1,000 has yet to have his first rnotor­
Jess llicrht. But tlon't count Oil it­
sam of these old timers seem to be 
able to learn pretty fast. H'L . 
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