
A VISIT TO VARESE
 
by DR. VVOL.FGA:\lC KLD'IPERER 

A soaring pilot's dream is com­
ing true in the loveliest setti~g 
imaginable in Italy. I had the pnv­
ilege of visiting its site riming the 
last week end of May. :'dy gooll 
friend, Dr. Piero Morelli, took me 
there in his sports car from Turin 
where he is Professor of Aeronau­
tical Engineering at the Institute of 
Technology. He frequently com­
mutes between this citv full of 
monument of a glorious' past and 
home of the grea t FIAT company 
and Varese, hecause he and his 
brother, Alherto, are the designers 
of the CDT and 1\1- 00 sailplanes 
which are built in the vicinity of 
Varese and test flown there. 

Varese is a pictures4ue town 
nestling between the foothills of 
the Alps and situated at the south­
ern tip of a lake bearing the same 
name. lt boasts a uniqne gliderport 
with grass covered runway rlllming 
practically along the lake shore. 
The name of the airport is ero­
porto Paolo Contri at the village 
of Calcinate del Pesce (which may 
be translated as Fi h Ovens). There 
are two spacious hangars, an office 
building and storerooms. These fa­
cilities .have supported extensive 
gliding and soaring activities al­
most exclusivelv for several veal's. 
The place is liow knO'wll a's the 
Study Center of Alpine Soaring 
Flight. However. what really is go­
ing to be an unusual attraction is 
a magnificent new club house, At 
the time of my visit it appeared to 
be 75 per cent finished. Of concrete 
construction, this building is of 
most impressivc size and design. It 
is destined to serve as headquarters 
for OSTIV with office space, din­
ing and assembIv facilities and ac­
co~mnodations h;r visiting sailplane 
pilots who mav come to participate 
in technical flight tests, meteoro­
logical research or in organized 
training activities designed to im­
prove glider training techniques. 

All this deveolprnent is being ac­
complished through the genuine in­
terest and largesse of Giorgio Orsi 
and his family. Theirs is the pala­
tial home and park-like garden in 
Varese. He is an industrialist ano 
an active sailplane pilot. 1 regretted 
missing them at the tin1e of my 
visit as they were in England par­
ticipating in the national soarin r 

contest there. 
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Dr. Wolfgang B. Klemperer, Honorary Vice-President of SSA,. in the cockpit of ~he. Bocian 
sailplane which he piloted during his visit to Varese. Standing by rear cockpIt IS J. V. 
Kalckreuth, check-pilot, 

The cluh house was scheduled to 
he completed in timt, for an inaug­
uration and dedication ccremanv in 
September. Undoubtedly many' no­
tables f the international soaring 
fraternity have gathered there for 
the occasion, especially since the 
event was to }e followed bv a two­
week's int >rnationn I Stancla;'d Class 
~Sailplanc Investigation .~ourse, 
(Soaring, June 1964, pa<1e L'J.) 

The current flight oppJ'Htions at 
the alcinate del Pesce are care­
fully supervised by Pbnio Rovesti, 
my mo t olicitious host, who is an 
indefatigable, most knowle 1geable 
meteorologist and an expert in the 
speCialty of predicting soaring 
weather conditions in this very 
tricky subalpine Piemontese reaion. 
All takeoffs are by airplane tow; 
training and practice operations 
arc under the direction of experi­
enced instructors. The scene is en­
livened by the ever changing 

groups of visiting STemen who 
come to trv for Gold distances, al­
titude or' Diamunds when the 
weather appears favorable. l\tfany 
impressive distance flights have al­
ready been made from Varese and 
a proud display of them is staked 
out on the wall map of Northern 
Italv in the office. A most cordial 
inte'rnational and multilingual at­
mosphere pervades the place. Ex­
cellent eating establishments dot­
ting the lake'hore and a lovely 
rustic hostelrv, the Hermitage, on 
a hillside o~rerlooking the lake, 
complel the picture. 

\.lthough clouds kept shrouding 
lhe Alpine peaks, the cloudhase 
lift 'd enough by Sunday noon to 
permit slope and ridge soaring 
along tL foothill crests which were 
adorned bv castles, monasteries 
and hotels.' So I could not resist 
the kiml offer of a soaring flight 
in H very comfortab1e Polish-made 
Bocian. 

SKY SAILING AIRPORT
 
41000 MciNERNEY ST., FREMONT, CALIF. 656-9900, 581-1085 

Soaring the year around - Open every day 
• INSTRUCTION	 • SLOPE, THERMAL & WAVE 
•	 SHIP RENTAL, 4-1-26'5, SOARING 

2-2-22E's, 1-2-22C • 25 MILES FROM 
• 3 TOW PLANES	 SAN FRANCISO 
• F.A.A. GLIDER EXAMINER 0 SCHWEIZER DEALER 

While on your Western vacation plan to spend a few days with us.
 

We have excellent personnel to serve you.
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