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The 1964 1 ationals a Ivlc ~ook, 
Xebraska, will prohably go do\ n in 
history as the vear the "lead 'Ieds" 
got tfleir comeuppanc . "Vith the 
single exception of A. J. ,milb's 
hrilliantly flown SiSll l' , nO ship 
of ov('r six pound win lt loading 
managed to hrcakinto the top t .n. 
~on(' of Schreder's HPs ollid top 
2.5th and the Mn stro hjmself barely 
squeezed out Paul BikJ for :30t( 

What happened? 
Hindsight always works hetter 

than fore~i Iht, especially wh 'n try­
ing to rationalize a twenty fifth 
place standing. To me, after talk­
ing a "(lod deal to sl1ch notables as 
\Vall Scott and others with the 
view from the top, he results seem 
to have stemmed from several fac­
tors. The first and mOst important 
was the uncertaintv of thermal 
strength and height. 'Everyone had 
the experience of taking a three 
meter thermal right off tow to 
7,000 l'lSL (ground was at :3,000 
!\lSL), bashing off at 80 or gO mph, 
and never seeing another thermal 
of half tbat strength or altitud all 
the rest of the way around the 
course, Time an(l again, after a 
slow start, the day \vould begin to 
gain strength only to drop the Letst 
ships flat on their high speed faces 
during an ensuing slump. Cycling 
of the thermals on a rather 'hort 
term basis provuJ the order of 
most days, recognized entirely too 
late hy most of us. For example, 
on the last contest day, on could 
leavc the field with about 1,.500 
feet in hand between 12:00 and 
1:00, bardlY stav afloat from then 
until 3:00, 'and 'then scratch away 
for the next hour. :'vleantime, dow;) 
at the first turn evcrvone was get­
ting 700 fpm to 10-11,000 ~'ISL. 

This type of we~tther demon­
strated a point of which I thulk 
too f(;'w of 115 have been aware. 
The fast ships can handle weak 
thermals fairly \ ell as good shmv­
ings at Elmira havp pointed out, 
hut tlwv cannot do much in weak 
inconsi;tent \\'ather. Th ~ hcavv 
ship pilot only realizes peak pet:­
fonnancf' by planning Oil likely 
thermal strpngth and frequency. 
The high inter-thermal sp eels he 
nlllst lise to heat th k larks' ther­
mailing advantage mll;t he based 
on antieipat d conditions. By the 

middl of tlle contest most of tile 
bomb guiders had had eX[lerienc s 
like I >aYing a 5,000 foot 300 fpm 
thermal and finding nothing above 
] 00 fpm Wl! il they hil the gronnd. 
Th, high inciden 'e or dry thermals 
'mcJ the unprodudiYe nature or the 
clollds further demoralized the 
hea vyw igbts into sacdficin<1 their 
vital speed. At max l./D of :16 to 1 
SislI won't bt'at a 36 to 1 Skvlark. 

contrihllti:ng factor was the I:ather 
short mileage of the speed ta·ks. 
A pilot who managed to find two 
or three of the tall strong th rmal 
was home and dry, anoth r might 
crawl slowly around the course 
mostlv under 2000 f t. On t!1C 
seconel day WaUy S 'ott :'Iud Gra­
ham Thomson two of the best 
Ka-6 dri ers in the business, man­
ag'd 49 and 23 mph r pectiYely. 

The final point which 1 d to the 
light\' eight's manpol was the im­
portane of tight tlU'ning raelius. 
With much of th (J ing aeh dav 
bing done at v ry lo\' altitudes, 
the ability to score save' frOm 300 
feet and 'le's made aTI the cli:ffer­
eocc. \ atching Dick Johnson waft 
slowly up from a hangaT-top low 
point was ~t 'hatterin er experience 
for th ), e of us that circle b hv n 
60 and 70 mph. . . .1. Smit!l almost 
utldoubtedly 10. t tbe contest on the 
sixth <.lay when we botb llcollnt­
ereel a 'thermal at 200 feet that 
eith r of us could managed w II 

nongh in a Ka-6. 
Does McCook indicate that we 

should all b'ad in our HPs and 
SisllS on som . vVeihes? I think not. 
vVhile th, I' lIes, particularly the 
high numh I' of points given for 
just sta'in" in the air around a 
speed task, still encourag' the 
1930'· type' th(' 11igh average posi­
ti(H1 0 the heavier johs over the 
last 'CY :raJ contest shows plenty 
of hope for the type. 

The Sailplanes 
.Clearly the bcst <1cneral showing 

01' any type was by tlw redoubtable 
Ka-fi.'. True Dick ]ohnson wand­
ered of with fir t pIa 'e in that 
monotonous \Vav he has hut a con­
siderable hody'of opin/on Feels he 
wonltl probabl do the same in a 
Primary. So what's new with the 
Ka-ns? 

The ne" 'st thing was the pair of 
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Dick Schreder's HP-IIA. 

almost KH-IOs that Graham Thomp­
son and Rucly Mozer brougbt, 
plaCing fifth and sixth. These had 
th n w V\ ortman d -twisted wing 
and seemed to hav ~ all the glide 
angles moved IIp the ,peed scale 
about 10 mph. Best LID, for ex­
ample, \ as right around 60 mph. 
The general consenSllS of opinion 
was that neither of these ships 
coulcl quite climb with the older 
100clels, but the difference didn't 
seem to trouble either pilot. Rudy 
kindlv I t me flv his late one weak 
a£ten;oon, and 'the ship seemed to 
have all tlw uSllal Ka-6 maneuvera­
bility amI ease of flying. The all­
li. ing tail takes a bit of getting used 
to .. , you do not casually let go of 
the stick Without some vcr\! inter­
esting and Tather violent g):rations, 
but tl. Ion r as YOll mind the store 
things arc dociJe enougb. Penetra­
tion seemed clearly ahove the ear­
lier Sixes, hut this' was jmt "uess­
work as no ollwr known quantiti('s 
were abollt for comparison. 

Letter in tbe summer 1 had a 
chance. to £Iv \Vallv Scott's ], tc 
Ul6:3 standard model Ka-6CR and 
was distinctly surprised I>y the per­
formance. \Vhile SUppos('dlv stand­
ardin ('very way except For a bit 
of (~xtra plywood back of the spar 
(a standard option), \Vally\ Six 
st,(~mcJ to have far more penetra­
tion than anv other 1 have flown . 
)n Iift a cHlging .500 fpm I had 
little trouhle staving with Ikn 
Greene's sUj)<:'rlJly' fl<~wn Standard 
Austria ven thol,gh inter-thermal 
speeds were 100 mph and more. 
also had all too Illtlcb chance to see 
thl." depressing \Va. in which \.vally 
managed to hang onto my HP-8 
even in xcellent wcather.l mloubt-
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