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A good (kal lIas ltappclI('ll sinc(' 
nlv last message to S A m(:'1111)('rs, 
mtI<;h of it associated with the sum­
mer thermal soaring season now 
coming to an end. 

'Ve can all take great satisfac­
lion in tlte rec('nt \"'orld HN:ord 
performances of U.S. pilots. The 
goal flight record, already in .S. 
hands, fell to another of our 'oun­
lrvnwll, '" allv Scott, of Od' 'sa, 
T(~xas, with a 'f1ight of .'5~O mile' to 
Coodland, Kansas in his Ka-6. TIl(' 
long-awaited 1000 kilometer Hight. 
dn'am of (~Vcrv distance flv(~r in the 
world, \Vas fiI{ally made b)' ,moth r 
Odpssan. the redoubtahle AI l)ark r 
in his sl(~ck Sisll. Al far exc '(~decl 
the previous world n""!cord for free 
distance with his flight of 647 mil s, 
Odessa to Kimball, ~bra ka; the 
]000 kilometer line \Vas thus crossed 
with some 40 kilometers to span'. 
An astonishing speed performance 
was logged from the Odessa base 
bv Gcorg(~ I"IoHat, in his HP- . 
Gcorge streaked around a 300 kilo­
mctc:r triangle at an average speed 
of 75 mph, to add yet another world 
spr:ed record to his lamels. 

The wil hdrawalof airspace dock­
et 64-WA-9 hy FAA was greeted 
with relief hv all of u. who an" 
concerned with the steadv federal 
encroachment upon our fr~edom to 
fly. There appears to be little doubt 
that this proposal to extend positive 
control wi.ll once more be offered, 
and that it 'ovill require a most 

imaginati'o l' and forc fill l:ctrnpaign 
hy S mn b .rs and allied organ­
izations to eith r defeat it on t' 

again or to assur , at least con­
tinu 'd airspace freedom for glider 
operations as a spc 'ial class. A 
hasic obj cove ill such a camLJaign 
will he to establish, by analytical 
and tali tical means, that sailplanes 
rcpres nt a ry millisclll(· hazar,l 
('ompard with oth r, cOllmonly 
<lccept(·cl ri ·k· of ilight. 

I am cry pleased to r<~port that 
our reh tionships '11' ' at ''in all 
tim(~ high, in tCrtTIS of con6clen 'e 
and mlltual r spe t. Tlwre an he 
no <Ill .'tion th, t the ellrrent Presi­
dent Bill Ong. has acwmp!i 'hed 
wand r clurin<T his 61' t term in 
office. Despite ~ s vcrly l:urtailC'd 
i.ncome budget. N operation' 
afC in the hlaek, and it appears that 
all essential! '\A servic s are being 
carried out. 

SA 1964 operations from a finan­
cial poinl of ~'iew are 110t y ~t pre­
dictahle. owing to lack of adequate 
rebmlS on renewaL following tile 
JlIne .'30 i' crease in eha 'g .s to rnern­
hers. From a service to memhers 
point of iew, ware already seeing 
the efFect t lex Dawycloff's finn 
hold on the editorship of Soaring, 
and we can look with confidence 
for furth 'r gains jn hoth lh maga­
zine and in ur general operations. 

The ationals at ~'lcCook w re 
well run and \ 11 attend d. Th 
range of weath r encountered pro­

vic! cI challenges for all, and was in 
lar 'e measure responsible for a 
scattering of pre-contest favorites 
in the final standings. Dick Johnson 
of Dallas, who llies sllpcrhly in any 
weather, made .5. soaring history 
with his unprecedented seventh 
national championship, flying the 
Skylark 4 in which he won at 
El;nira last year. 

highly democratic sclf-se(>cling 
process has 'hosen 0\1[ \Vorld 
Championship tcam m(.nlhers for 
the past len vears. This veal', after 
the J atiooals, 0\1[ leading competi­
tion pilots chose Dick Johnson, 
A. J. Smith, Dick Schreder anu 
'Vally S ott to represent the U.S. at 
t1w 1965 Worlel Gliding Champion­
ships. Thi' is a strong team and we 
can expect it to do well in England. 
.vI jor Eel Butts, now estahlished as 
one of our most talented and effec­
tive 'ompetition Directors, has 
heen appointed Team Captain. 

As a grand start toward raising 
the considerable sum requircu to 
support .S. team expenses. the 
Icai'ian Flying Cluh put on a bene­
fit dance at the Skvwavs, Tnco 
hangar in Van N uys, ,~ortl1 of Los 
Angeles. This aHair was an obvious 
social and financial success, anu we 
arc greatly indebted to this gen­
erous and altruistic group for their 
support. ow that till" way has heen 
hown what about a similar affair, 

put on by your club? Support your 
t 'am-have a ball! 
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