
Studying the map of the first leg of the transcontinental delivery flight are, left to right,
 
Richard Miller and Les Arnold with Ru>s Palmer in cockpit. First stop was Thermal-G-Ranch.
 

WE TWARD-HO WITH THE 2-32
 
On September 9tl , 1964, at 9:4 

AM, a brand new chw iz r 2-3:2 
sailplane took off b hind a Piper 
PA-18-1S0 towplane from the Ch ­
mung Counly irport, Elmira, 
bound for ky SaiJina Airport, Fre­
mont, Calif., 2,458 miles u\ ay. 

At the controls of the 2-32, 
N5840V, Serittl 1 O. 5. were Russell 
Palmer of Menlo Park, alif. and 
Richard yfiller, om'il1 o's editor of 
the 1-26 A sociation N " s £eahlr , 
of Oakland, alif. Th towplane 
pilot was Les Arnoll, o\vner and 
operator of th Sky ailing airport. 
Arnold who plll'chasecl tllC sailplane 
for his Fremont, Calif. op ration, 
c.:hose to to\- it bv air to it new 
home rather than b thc mort> tecli­
ous and tiring metll d of trc ilering 
bv car. 

'Five days later, th "sky train" 
reached its destinalion after an un­
eventful flight \vhich consumed n 
total of :31 hours and 35 minut . 
one hour of which was sp nt in 
demonstration soaring over ome of 
the" stopover airports. The aver. g 
ground speed during the entire trip 
was 80.6 mph and the pilots RON'd 
at 1:3 citie"s. 

This was the first 'ast-to-west 
transcontinental towf'd flighl and 
the scc.:ond crossing of the niled 
States by n "sky lrain'-. The fir. t 

NOVEMBER ... 1964 

look plae : <1 _e~ r ag , on ~Iarch 
.'30, 1930, when th famous pe cI 
and distanc r cord pil t, Frank 
~1. Hawks, took off Irom , an Diego, 
Calif. with 11 w York it as his 
destina ion. Hawks was fl~ in 7 the 
"Texaco Ea<Tlet". d ignccl by Prof. 
R. . Franklin, father of the famous 
Franklin lidcrs of tht> early 30s. 
His hrother, vVallace rod> in the 
front coc.:kpit of the towplane. a 
\\Taco hiplane pow"red by a 220 
hp \Vright \Vhil'lwind ngin which 
was pilot<'d h. J. D. "Duk •. J rni­
(1('1 . 

Hawks' £Ii rht took a tolal f si, 
and a half days (36 hours £lying 
tim ) and cover d 2, 60 mile.' with 
landings at 21 airports. It is inter­
e ting to note that th aveJ', ge 
ground speed was a high 79.19 
mph. 

Sh >rtly lwfor -1:00 P~I, on April 
.5th, th . Eagl t appec red at 4,000 
f et over r\cw York's an C< rtland 
Park where it landed 16 minutes 
after release from the tug. On 
touch 0\ n, Ha\ rks was \\ lcomed 
bv Grover vVhalen then 1- W York 

'ity's official gr .eter, and a crowd 
of 15,000 spectalors. 

Later the S~ me year, the • aa et 
was pJ'esented to the Smithsoni, u 
Institution ill \1\ a ·hi glon. D. C. 
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For the glider pilot • New compact, light­

weight radio • Feotures complete solid 

,tote design • 90 simplex channels, 100 

KC spacing • Frequencies from 118.0 to 

121>.9 MC • Avoilable in two models ­

panel mount or portable • Completely 

wired installation kit availoble for the panel 

model • Includes battery, onlenna, mount­

ing brackets and speaker • Deoler inquir­

ies invited • 

WRITE, TODAY, FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 
OR PHONE 209-466-4631 

xport: IntI. Aero Services. 
7984 3rd Ave. So. 

St. Petersburg, 

Florida 
© ~
 Bayside
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