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by JOlIN J. HANOALL 

.'diami is situated Oil a naITO\­
strip of coral with the hlue Golf 
Stream to thc East and the forbid­
ding swamps of the Ev rglades t 
the West. Smprisingly enough, the 
winter soaring is excellent, at least 
fr(Jm the viewpoint of the ast­
erner. 

Our pitifully sma]) group lla( sur­
vived at North P rry Airporl 
through a lon~ succeS!iiion of gov­
ernmental commLssions and un­
friendly operators. In rctrospe t, 
our survival was contingent on 
staying small. vV, welcomed Jim 
Parrott and his ~J iami SmITing 
School in the fall of 1961; within a 
few months Jim attrad d hundreds 
of pilots to his school and hv 
spring the whole South Florida 
group had been summarily vic ted 
from the airport. 

The spring of Hl6:2 was spell 
searching for a landowner who 
would give our group a lease option 
on a Ion 0' twenty aer s in outh 
Dade. By early summer, ], for one, 
had given up: ill an open meeting, 
the Dade Countv Port Authorilv 
had f1atlv state(\ that we \Voultl 
never f1y'from any of tbeir airports 
and there werc no others. l Iv last 
words to Fritz Sebek on leavi~g for 
Odessa with my Ka-6 were, "Coullt 
me out." 1 planned to leave my 
equipment in Odessa and commuP. 

The rains came t Odessa so 1 
followed George Areuts on to Albu­
(ll]('rque. I ha';'l just arrived whell 
tbe phone rang and Fritz S "hek 
said that Ed Brigham had secureu 
a lease option on a suitable strip; 
Fritz had formed a corporation with 
82,000 of his money and signed 
up for the deal. [leaven forbid! 
$45,000 worth of land! ll'ritz was 
certain thal evcry soaring pilot in 
the area would leap to his aid \ ith 
time and money. Neither George 
nor ] wpre that naive; hilt, w' 
couldn't let our friend sink ... we 
each sent $700 bv ail' maiL 

Ed Brigham,' our soaring legal 
council, had, ,IS President of our 
local club, sent a letter to everv 
soaring pilot in the area, soliciting 
their aid ,md ownership in a new, 
nonprofit cOl"poration. aptly named 
Thermal Hes urcll, Inc. \-\1e waited 
for tIle checks to pour in hut were 
not inundated. \' e were off in solid 
sink. 

At the first meeting of the cor­
poration we eleet d Jim Pal'l'ott 
President and discllssed the enroute 
obstacles. The slTil) was high in 
bl'ush, but superbly located as a 
soaring site. 'Ve oill r had to get 
thl' ugh four governmen al agen­
cies and raise the pun.:liase price. 
Tho night of th ~ ign rants. 

Dade County Zoning: v e were 
20 miles out of town. But, irnagjl1 
our surprise at the hearing. Eight/ 
people protested. bek, Parrott 
and I were alone but made an 'm­
passioned plea and succeeded. 

Dade County Port Authority: 
OK; alael to get rid of LIS! 

tat' of Florida: Initially tum d 
down, as a large adjoi.ning hmd­
owner protested. In due course, \I' • 

received approval, pointil1g 0 It 
that t11 large landowner ~d ould 
have protested at the hearing. 

F" : Jim went to Atlallta and 
the F:\. lrprised us with Weir 
support and continued cooperation. 

By January of 196:3, Tin Ferry 
had (lriven the hulldozer for 
months. ]u spite 0.£ his free work, 
our group was still a canll'idate for 
the poverty program-but, we were 
le<JaJ. li ensed amI f1vable. \Ve sub­
sistcll, through the: courtesy 0 

H. B. Zillker, on t()matoes~thcv arc 
goo hid, boiled, old, re~l or 
green. E. . farms a thousand acres 
oJ wi.nler tomatoes ar()lInd ns and 
lle an he assure I of Ottl' prayers 
ou frosty winter nights. 

The new hangar, just about completed. Concrete block construction, pre-stressed concrete 
beam roof, bO by 100 feet and a bO foot door. 

In three months, .lim made 
n'arlv (lOO 'ommercial flights but 
little 'money. \\le again made a plea 
t aUlo 'al soaring interests to come 
in as ,'JOO per year members-with 
no part of the now S.sO,OOO debts of 
thc corporatiOl . The trickle did not 
turn into a flood. 

The 1962-6:3 wintcr was mainly 
'pentJiguring out how so few coul~l 
raise so much bv the imminent 
option date. Fred i1rittain, our new 
President, and 1 went to see the 
landowncr and in due course got a 
price reduction of $7,000 on thc 
land. The llows must have 
thought the land a good buy as we 
raiserl the money with no diffi­
cult. ' vVe were riding high as the 
CQl'IJoration owne I th towplane 
ano. ow d only a meager $10,000, 
or so. 

For the coming wi.nter we 
nc ~ded a hangar and spent the 
slimmer negotiating with various 
contntctors. \\le learned all about 
such phenomena as the Florida 
Building Code, hangar doors, and 
the C(L'[ of bringing power l,OOO 
feet. Suffice it to say that a 6,000 
sq uare foot hangar is ~llp. 

Our group is small but entirely 
wilhout factions. \\le have each 
learned to respect and tnlst tbe 
oth", \ Ve wlcolTle all soaring 
pilots to Jly at the ~!hami Glider­
p rl. It's on the sectional, fellows, 
and the winter thermals are good. 
Drop off your dlles at the hangarl 
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