
SIERRA REGIONAL SOARING CHAMPIONSHIPS
 
Sanctioned by the Soal"ing Society of America, 111G. 

by Vreron SAUDE:K, Competition Director 

The contest, sponsored by th 
Nevada Soaring Association and 
the National Air Races and held at 
the Carson City, v. airport, was 
marked by good airman hip and 
sportsmanship, though it did nol 
draw the number of contestants ex­
pected. Th weather was fair to 
mediocre, neverth less the partici ­
pants fl,w a total of 1,850 miles 
during the four contest days. 

Responsible for tIl mooth oper­
ation of the meet were Charles 
Glattly, Cath rin Nielsen and E 1­
ward Blalock of tb Nevada Soar­
ing Association, while Tom Hay, 
manager of the Carson City Air­
port, deserves high praise for hi 
invaluable cooperation. vVeather 
was handled by John arsh of the 
USWB, Reno Airport. 

September 13-First Day 
\Veath was fail" for a small 

closed course race: light \-vinds, 
light thermals topping at 12,000 
plus feet. TakeoHs were i1ller­
spersed betwe n TEN! Borate 
Bomhers putting out a 10 al for st 
fire. Course was Carson Citv l 
Yerington to Smith Valley ao(l re­
turn, 86 miles. Those campI ~ting 
the course were, in order, Dick 
Delafield, Bob Klemn edsoD and AI 
Leffler. The points were in revers' 
order: Al winning with :38.2 mph, 
Bob got 989 points with 36.9 mph 
and Dick pushed his 1-23 (June 
Bug) over with 29.6 mph. Klaus 
Nielsen made 53 mil .s in the le_ 
vada Soaring Asso iation's 1-20, 
Carl Herold made 49.5 in his (amI 
Bruce Beebe's) Ka-6CR. Don Ed­
wards flogged away fOr 26,5 milps 
in a 1-:36 trying to get his Silv r C 
distance to qualify. Vi'alt Lockhart 
( 1-26), Don Mythen ( herokec 
II), and Steve K achie in tl Ie Prutt ­
Read retnrned to base. 

September I4--Sec::ond Day 
As thermals showed mor spirit 

and dash, a triangular cam, e with 
free distance ,vas s t: ar on Cit.,­
to Yerington to Silver Springs, n;­
turn and then out again. Leffler 
took the LM-1 (an L-K modifica­
tion) around and then off to Haw­
thorne for 167,5 miles. 130b K1em­
meclson made 131.5 miles in his 
Skylark 3F and Carl H raId also 
landed in the same plac . Delaficl(l 
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struck out to make 126.5 miles in 
his "Bug" and KJaus ielsen just 
\ompleted the course for 93 mile', 

Keachie lumbered off 42 in the PR 
and Lockhart t:ell just short of that 
at 39 miles. Don Mythen and Dan 
Schal made it to Yerington for 3.3.5 
miles. 

The third day, S ptember 15th, 
was "DO contest" as an ~ast wind 
picked up during the morn'ng 
tbrowin odd puffs and jolts into 
the sky but get iug no one cmy­
where. The Skylark struggled for 
two hours to climb out of a hox 
canyon. His po ition wa called in 
from time to time by forest fire 
lookouts. It was to have h en fr e 
distance, but no one made as mud' 
as 30 miles. 

September Ib-Fourth Day 
An attempt to make &ee di:­

tance, This time, points were 
earned dmiog a few hours of pro­
ductive thermal as a wav si Wl­

tinn d .veloped bv mid-a.fternoon 
H -rold: 93 miles to Lovelock 

[Jutting him in ,'3rd place; Klpmm l­
son: 92 miles to Lov{'lock plllting 

him in 1 t plac '; Lockhart: 40 
miles, raisin f him to 6th place; Lef­
fler: 29 mils, held 2nd place. 

Delafield and Keachi~, 20 miles. 
4th and 8th plac s respectively. 
N iel en ,lod !vlytben returned, no 
score, 

The fifth day, September 17th, 
was declared a "waste of time" to 
try for points as the trough that 
caused the wave was upon us. It 
was overcast and high winds were 
predict d. The ational Champion­
ship Air Races W re cancelled for 
the same reason. owever, things 
waren t as bad as that, since Herold 
and Klemmedson and others made 
local Hights of sev.ral hours dura­
tion. The strong winds did not 
show nor was the spectacular wave:­
clisplay worth much altitude. It 
might h ve been good enough for 
contest minimum. hut not -much 
mor , 

September IS-Sixth Day 
Late lev loping and exasperat­

ing th rmals made the triangle race 
from ar on City to Silver Springs 
to D uglas County Airport (Min­
den) and retmil a rea] test and 
chalknge to decide th Sierra Soar­
ing,hampion. The ast wind did 
blow and all contestants were 
launch d oetw en 12:50 and 1:30. 
ThE' last on(' crossed tlw starting 

(Concluded on page 21) 

Participanb in the Sierra Regional Soaring Championship. Left to Right. Standing: Dick
 
Delafield. Washington; Steve Keechie, Calif.: Bob Klemendson, Calif.; Allen Leffler, Calif.:
 
Dan Schat, Calif.; SiHing: Walt Lockhart, Calif.; Ca,l Herold. Calif,; Klaus Nielsen, Neyada,
 

Not in the photo: Don Mythen and Don Edwards.
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