
Walter Cannon, at the controls of his Schweizer 1-23H-15, soars over Marfa, Tex. territory. 

THE MARFA, TEXAS, SOARING CAMP 
byJ. ,. "llED" V HIGHf 

The participation in the \Jlarfa 
Soaring amp for 1964 far ex­
ceeded our e>q)eetations. Allhollgh 
our long distance weather 'ondi­
tions were not lip to par for that 
area during this season, local soal­
ing anti short task souring \ el'(' ex­
cellent. Tl()WCVCI', dnc to other rea­
sons. Al Parker, Wallv Scott and 
Gem'lYe Moffat shiftecl their tc\ke­
off points In ck to Odessa and pro­
ceeded to set thr<>e new world 
records in shMt order. As IIsual, 
the facilities for soaring in ~Imfa 

were tremendous-ampl' hangar 
facilities, spaciolls airfield. 1I1Ue­
stricted area, ample and ahle to\\ 
planes, beautiful climate c1nd Oh, 
That :\Iarfa TTospitality was out of 
this world! 

Tuesday - July 14th 
Like gypsies drifting into a rell­

dezvous, they start arrivin a . Early 
arrivals are the Aldotts - lex and 
Dita, 'curge MofJelt, Halp!I 
Boehm, Wayn Placek, Harland 
Ross and Her! Wrigbt. Everyon 
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rigging up aud vi'iting, getting 
,ettlecl, swapping yarns and go sip, 
a few l;:vening cocktails. The camp 
is offiCially open. 

Wednesday - July 15th 
Getting in g ar now. Capt. flrom· 

ley is here with his L- patz. The in­
imitable al1d aHable Dr, "Moon" 
Mullen Ben Gree-ue (the ladies' de­
light )-lots of local flying, trying 
each other Ol [or size, ill the air 
rat races, short hiangl s and vy­
ing to s e who can olltclimh l!l(' 
other, good sport ,md comradeship 
on ('vcrv hane!. 

Thursday - July 16th 
Chas. Adkissou and familv, Walt 

B 'h (" Ted Da.niels (Continental 
irlines pilots) cIle 'ked in. Also ~hv 

• 'orth Dalla Soaring Cilli , I eadell 
by Dr. Stp e Baird. .has. Ibert 
Adkisson, age 16, son of . A. Ad­
ki.';son. r. today fJ w his 'jlver "C" 
altitude. Well, the plot thickens 
no\\. Btl 'uwss has h gun to pi k 
up. '~alt B. be d parled on a XC 

to 'ierra B1anc'l, Texas-ahollt <)() 

miles west of l farfa. H av\, build 
lip anel oversatllration e)f "ClI 
~ims" over the Sierra Diablo 
:\-foUl1tains for ed vVell t to a Itpr 
('ow'se .outhwarcl towards the Bio 

rande river. Hopin cr hc could in­
tenwct til ., Rio ranele and proceed 
northwestward toward EI Paso for 
a nicc long pleasant uneventful 
[Ijght. but ah1s. ft was not to he, Tt 
just wasn't hi' day, You hav' heard 
of clImlllative errol'. A])ont this 
tim " tllcy hco-an to acenmulate fm 
'i alt with a vengeance. Flying a 
eour5~' of :100 degrees (he ca l ­

clIlated) would put him into EI 
Pa'Q with the Rio Grande river 
fOr a visual heck, Error number 
olw-his eomp'lSS was :30 degrees in 
'I'I'/)I'-h was reading :300 dCl!l-ees 

L nel Aying 270 degre s. Error num­
ber lwo - The Rio Grande was 
as ell'\' as a powder houSt, and 
looked exactly like the other mv­
riau of dry cr·' ks and 'HnyO!lS in 
that arc;)" so Iw hlitlwly continuel] 
OIl. Somewhere along a bOll t nO\\', 

SOARING 




