
IF you're interested in reliability and performance (ever see Santa miss his E. T.A.?) in sail­
plane instrumentation try RAINCO. We're pledged 10 serve you wilh the lowest possible 

prices, adequate stock and prompt service on your inquiries and orders. We have everything 
from a complete set of instruments, oxygen and radio equipment for the most sophisticated 
two-place ship to tiny screws with which to mount your own equipment (non-magnetic, of 
course 1). Write us directly, or contact Graham Thomson, 11409 Waterford Street, Los Angeles, 
California, our representative in Southern California. 
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WHEN IGNORANCE IS NOT BLISS
 
It is unfortunate to l'l port that 

soaring's s~IJ ty re(;ord for the eight 
months of It.l(i4 was uot a good one. 
A number ()f Eatalitie' in sailpJaut's 
occurreJ, most of thelll du to. pins 
at low allitude, when either recO\'­
ery was impossible or a wrong 
tt~chnjquc was used. 

To quote a tow: A Briegleb 
BG-iS spun in at Apple VaHey, 
Calif., resulting in fatal injuries to 
its pilot, According to witlles 'es, 
the pilot was making flat tmns in 
turbulent air, llsiug excessive rud­
der, at an altitude of approximately 
1,000 feet. The sailplane 'nteretl a 
spin dming which considerable 
altitude was lost. The resultant 
proximity to tbe ground vi lently 
made the pilot apprehensive caus­
ing him to execute a.n ahrupL H'­

cover' from which the aircraft 
ellter d a secondary spin, hit the 
trees and l', rtwheeletl into ,\ hOll. . 

A B .-12 flown by a .S.A. pilot 
during the Canadian Nati nals 
Spllll ill when ,ltlemptin<1 to land in 
a field dlll'ing a cross conntry con­
test flight. 

Stanoard Allsh'ia H, in North­
("rn'aJifornia, I tefe 1 a spill aL 
low altituu ~md crash d killing the 
pilot. 

Hegretfully th re wer ~ DO wit­
nesses to th last two aCCidents, but 
all arc ath'iblltahle to spins. The 
other contrilnting elem 11t wa' thaL 
all three victims werc low time 
piJots at lea, t in type, flying bigh 
p rfOTmance sailplane'. BUL Lhe 
Illost important factor i' the lack of 
expprj n ·t· and training iIi spin 
recovery. 

PreSl~nt method' of instruction 
teach th stud nt rec( very fr m a 
stall with a great deal of ",mphasis 
heing put on stall re 'ognition 
tl rough tlw aerodYllamjc uuITet. In 
addiLion, some of our traiuing sail­
planes are spin proaL ,uld the stall 
produces a mushing Hight rather 
than a pitch-down, 

This Lrailling method may be all­
right for power fl. ing \Vh ~J'(' 
straight amI lev >1 Bight is "de 
riglleu/' amI wh re an. hank a er 
.30 uegrees is considered an aero­
batic m n nyer. The saiJplan , on 

the other hand, spends most of its 
tim ~ in tuming flight at hank angles 
oft 11 w'U over 45 degrees and pre­
dominantlv in turhulent air at low 
air speed. "The stull warning is not 
,Iways ,asy Lo detect due to buffet­
in'Y experienced by th, aircraft in 
turbul nee. 

Another danger point is during 
the Ian ling, in the pattern when the 
pilot may get a fat'e impression of 
:pecd by watcbing the ground too 
intently, A pilot properly trained 
in spin recovery may get away with 
it, and \.vc have personally seen 
them d so hut what chance has a 
pilot who has never received formal 
edueation in spin recovery. None, 
un Ie s Lhrough a miracl , and this 
rarely happens nOw days, As we 
cannot depend on miracles, it 
behooves that the only solution is 
prop'1' training in emergency pro­

d Ires, ('yen if it is only a spin 
dcmonsh'ation in a two-placc sa iI­
phU1C . 
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