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which were the prelude to their
successful powered flights on De-
cember 17, 1903.

The accomplishments of Orville
Wright at Kill Devil Hills in 1911
are less well-known. He spent a
month there that year making nu-
merous extended glider flights, 103
in all. The three man-carrying glid-
ers are faithfully depicted on Capt.
Barnaby’s plaque.

On October 24, 1911, Orville
Wright soared for 9 minutes and
45 seconds, an international record
which stood for 10 years. It was
exceeded first by Dr. W. B Klemp-
erer, now SSA Honorary Vice-
President, on August 30, 1921, when
he flew his “Blue Mouse™ for slight-
ly over 13 minutes on the Wasser-
kuppe in Germany.

As a US. record, Orville
Wright's flight was not exceeded
by an American pilot until Ralph
Barnaby soared for 15 minutes and
6 seconds at Cape Cod on August
18, 1929. for which he received
U. S. license Number One from the
National Aeronautic Association.
The Society’s members are indeed
fortunate to count as one of their
own Ralph S. Barnaby, pilot, scien-
tist, sculptor, and one dedicated to
the cause of soaring.

(Note: See Soaring, Mar.-Apr.,
1954, for SSA participation in 1953
50th anniversary celebration at Kit-
ty Hawk.)

Magazine Mailing Date

For readers concerned about
how long it takes Soaring to reach
them, the February issue was
mailed on February 9th. At the
time of this writing it appears that
this issue, for March, will be mailed
on March 5th.

PLAN A SOARING
VACATION AT ADRIAN

7-DAY OPERATION FROM
JUNE 15 to SEPT. 3, 1964
BRING YOUR OWN

SAILPLANE OR RENT OURS
GLIDER INSTRUCTORS
FAA FLIGHT EXAMINER
TOWING
SCHWEIZER DEALER

For Reservations Contact

SOARING FLIGHTS, INC.

3626 WEST POINT
DEARBORN, MICH.
Phone 313-LO-3-4917
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IN MEMORIAM

Youston Sekella

Youston Sekella, active in soar-
ing during the period when the
activity grew up in America, passed
away on September 12, 1963. The
following information is taken from
a tribute to Youston by his good
friend, Earl Southee.

Youston was a pioneer volunteer
of gliding and soaring in Elmira.
New York, who helped organize
the first National Soaring Contests
which started in 1930. Active in lo-
cal affairs, he was president, CFI
and mechanic for a club that flew
Franklins. In the mid-30s he su-
pervised expeditions to explore po-
tential soaring sites in Virginia so
that the activity might grow.

An old photo of Youston Sekella as he pre-

pared for flight in a Franklin PS-2 glider.

He is about ready to have the top cockpit
cover put in place.

In 1936 Youston was elected a
Director of SSA. He flew in the
1936 and 1937 Nationals, using a
German sailplane owned by the El-
mira Association of Commerce. In
1937, the Elmira Area Soaring Cor-
poration was formed and Youston
was one of its first Directors. He
helped conduct EASC's first an-
nual Snow Bird Meet in 1939. His
many-faceted promotion of soaring
helped Elmira to become known as
“The Glider Capital of America.”

Subsequent years found Youston
assisting in the war effort and com-
munity affairs of all types. How-
ever, to the time of his death, his
number one urge was gliding and
soaring, and aviation in general. He
was a4 man who loved his fellow
mern.

Leslie Howard

We regret to report the death
of Leslie Howard while flying a
1-26 at Elsinore, Calif., on Feb-
ruary 19th. He had taken off
about 5:00 P.M. and was ob-
served to spiral down and crash
near the top of the big ridge
west of town a half-hour later.
An autopsy revealed that How-
ard had choked to death trying
to avoid vomiting after becom-
ing airsick while flving. He was
29 and a member of the 1-26
Club of AGCSC. His unfortu-
nate demise has greatly sad-
dened his fellow club members
and all who knew him.
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