
end of the year (sec section IV of 
this article) .'-26 (LASS NATIONAL 

It should be clear that the 1-26 
Class Association is a purely one­
design association: Flights ma<1c in(HAMPIONSHIP other sailplanes of comparable pcr­
fonnance (Cherokecs, ctc.) will not by DR DOKALD W. Arl"KEK, .in. he considered. 

I.	 INTRODUCTION emerge as thc 1964 national 1-26 
champion. .The man letters of response to 

The tentative rules for the na­my article" in the October, 1963, 
tional championship were. circu~issue of Soaring (pp. 12-14). re­ lated among all of th ofhcers ofvealed a nationwide enthusIasm the 1-26 Class Association. Theyfor 1-26 one-design activities and were discussed, modified and fi­for the conccpt of a national 1-:26 nally adopted in the form presentedclass pGiat ch,~mpjonship..The lat." here.ter will run for the entire yeal, 

II. ENTRY REQUIREMENTSand will dctermine category cham­
pions and a national cl:ampion A valid ClUTent membership in 
solely on the basis of pomts ac­ the Soaring Society of America is 
cumulated throughout thc year. requircd. l\onmembers may join by 
Particular interest appears to he ill senclin c, annual ducs, name ami ad~ 

evidence among rental pilots ,:ml dress to The Soaring Society of 
club members who suddenly fInd America, Inc. Box 66071, Los An­
that they can compete locally on geles, California, 90066, ($:100 for 
an equai basis with ownus and n~­ academic students $5.00 for as­
tionally on an almost equal baSIS sociate status, or ,:10.00 for fulJ 
with o~vners. member grade). 

Membership in the National .1-26This interest was reflected by the Class Association is also reqUlIed. offic rs and participants in the 1-26 The membership fee of $1.00 should
Class Association organizational either be sent directly to Nathan
meeting at Elmira on September Frank, Box 338, Lexington Park,
1, l!:J63, and the national point .\tlaryland, or submitted to .I? al
championship was adopted. by .~he clubs and dealers where prOVISIOns
1-26 Class Association as Its first for membership coll ction are avail­
officially sanctioned function. The able (we hope soon to have th.is
thrce re'gional champions (Eastern, include all active soaring schools 111
Central and \IVcstern) will he de­ the United States).
termined in sanctioned regattas Finally, 25 cents per indivi~lual 
(the time and place has not. yct £li rht submiSSion will be reqUIred.
heen cstabUshecl), but the national This should be submitted to the 
champion will he determined on scorer along with the flight descl~ip­
thc has is of his cumulative per­ tion as outlined in the rules. The 
formance for the year. It is quite 2,'5-cent fees will go toward pur­
conceivahle that a rental pilot will chasing and mailing trophies at the 

The Schweizer 1-26 sailplane built from a kit by pilot Tom Page of the !llini Gli1.er CI'db at 
the University of Illinois, Urbana, III. Tom has earned his Gold badge with one lamon, so 

far, in his 1-26. 
Photo by David Mobley 
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III. CATEGORIES AND RULES 
Our fundamental goals were to 

foster one-design activities in soar­
ing to enable thc rental pilot and 
club member to compete with the 
owner with a minimum of disad­
vantage, and to keep the rules and 
events simple, in order to enCOlll'­
age participation by as many p.ilo~s 
as pOSSible. In general thc pIlot s 
word will serve for most of the 
proof. Barogram, turn-pojnt photo­
graphs and official timings ar~~ 
never required. Nevcrtheless, It 
was dccmed advantageous to stay 
fairly close to the general F~I ~'e­
quirements in order to famdar~ze 

novice pilots with the proceuurc f~r 
recording flights for F AI recogOl­
tion. Th ~ pilot's own calculation of 
distance, speed and altitude will 
usually be accepted but as the 
rcader will note, sufficient informa­
tion is reqUired to enable the scorer 
to recalculat ' the performance 
\-vhenever it is considered necessary 
(in the event of near tie.s in stan(~­
ings, for illstance). The SIX competi­
tion categories are listed below, fol­
lowed by a discussion of the rules 
for each category. 

1. Free distance 
2. Distance to a prcdeclared 

goal 
3. Distance over a closed coursc 
4. Altihlclc gained 
,'). Speed over a closed COurse 
6. Total croSs-cOlll1try miles ac­

cumulatecl 
1. Free distance: the applicant 

should submit his own best estimate 
of tbe distance covered. Neverthe­
less, a clescription of the takc-?ff 
aud landing points must be provId­
cr! to the scorer, along with the 
cstimated release altitudc above the 
terrain (or ASL) and an estimate 
of thc ASL altitudes of the terrain 
at rclease and landing, Only flights 
exceeding 50 kilometers (:31.1 mi1es) 
are cligible and the altitude dif­
ference between release and land­
ing must not 'xceed 1 of the dis­
tance covcr d. The standard FAI 
distance penalty will be imposed 
when this altitude diffcrence ex­
ceeds 1000 meters (3281 ft.). One 
landing witness signature is re-

SOARING 




