
selection of McCook as site of the 
1964 ationals. Of the 25 votesPRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
cast, 12 first-place votes were cast 

by WILLIAM S. IVANS, SSA President for Adrian, 7 for McCOOk, and 6 

Th~ preferential hallot is used hy 
SSA members for election of Re­
gional Directors, and by Directors 
for choice of National Champion­
ship sites and in determining recip­
ients of awards. A good deal of at­
tenti(l11 has been focused upon this 
ballOting procedure as a result of 
close contests in recent regional 
elections and the very narrow 
choice of McCook over Adrian for 
the site of the 1964 Nationals. 

The purpose of the presidential 
ballot is to assure that winning can­
didates are chosen by a majority 
of all who vote, withont the ex­
pense and delay of run-off elec­
tions. Each of the candidates is 
ranked bv the voter in his order of 
preferen~e, as contrasted to simply 
marking his first choice only. 

The tellers (under supervision of 
the Elections and Allocations Com­
mittee) make a tally of first-choice 
votes as the initial step in the vote 
count. If one candidate has a clear 
majority-more than one half of the 
total votes cast-there is no further 
work to be done. 

H no majority is obtained as a re­
sult of the initial tally, the first­
choice votes of the Imvest ranking 
candidate are discarded, and the 

DACRONITE YARN & THREAD. Y53# 20-lb. 
tes'. U5~ double for rib stitching_ Yarn', very 
small bulk allows an extra smooth job. The 
yarn flattens, knots are tiny and resistant to 
.Iippage. 21/4 MILES per Ib _.$6.00 
Thread D415:tt 53-lb. t..t. 1000 yd •....... S8,00 
D46:tt 6-lb. t..t, machine .ewing. '/4 Ib $2.00 
D138'# 18-lb. t..t, hand .ewing. '12 Ib $4.00 
DACRONITE FABRIC tighten. by heating. 
50"W Type A 3.8 o%.yd. 130x130 Ib.".. $1.50 yd. 
Type G 1.7 0%. yd. 60x60 lb." ...... $1.00 yd. 

Flight Fabrics, Box 504, Gloucester, Moss. 

second-choicc vot ,s of those who 
voted for him are aelded to the 
first-choice totals of the remaining 
candidates. If there were mOre than 
three candidates and a majority is 
still not obtained following this 
first distribution of votes, the pro­
css is repeated until a majority is 
obtained. 

This method of scoring the pref­
erential hallot is equivalent to one 
or more run-off elections, each with 
the lowest ranking candidate of 
the last election dropped from the 
ballot. It c10es not employ arbitrary 
wcighting of votes; in each dis­
tribution onlv the new first choice 
totals ar~ con~pared. 

The preferential ballot will not 
create a true majority vote for a 
candidate who did not obtain it on 
the fint tally. or will any other 
type of ballot or system of counting. 
VVhat it does do is give a wider 
range of expression of choice to all 
who vote, thereby making the final 
result a hetter expression of the 
will of the majority than a simple 
plw-alityaward. 

The preferential ballot is par­
ticularlv useful in situations where 
a large' number of qualified can­
didates appear on the ballot, and 
the differences between acceptable 
and preferred are narrow. A case in 
point is the Region 12 Directors' 
elcction just passed, in w]lich the 
ultimate winner received only 28% 
of the first-choice votes on the first 
tally; four redistrihutions were nec­
essary before a majority was estab­
lished. 

Another case in point is the 

for Hobbs. Lacking a majority (by 
only one vote!), the Hobbs 2nd 
choice votes were distributed. All 
were far McCook, giving iVlcCook 
the majority 13 to 12. One may 
quarrel with the rankings aSSigned 
the sites on the part of individual 
Directors, but no one can dispute 
that by a vny narrow margin, the 
Djrectors prefened McCook over 
Adrian. Many commented that the 
choice hetween all three was a 
most difficult one, and that loca­
tion of site from a contestant travel 
mileage point of view was an im­
portant factor in ranking; Dil'ectors 
were unwilling to condemn the 
prospective western pilots to a 
second long trip East following 
last year's meet at Elmira. . 

osrlv News 
OSTIV is the international or­

ganization concerned with the sci­
entific and technical aspects of soar­
ing. There is an "OSTIV Section" 
in each issue of the monthly Swiss 
magazine, Aero Remle, which is 
sent to all OSTIV members. Dues 
for 12 months (begins with either 
Jan. or July) are $4, c/o London 
Glicling Club, 22 Half Moon St., 
London \;Y.l, England. 

The "()STIV Section" of the No­
vember issue of Aero Revue con­
sisted of two pap.rs presented at 
the 1963 OSTIV Congress, both in 
German, with the following titles: 
"Uber eine Moeglichkeit zur Ver­
meidung der Insektenrauhigkeit," 
by Dr. F. X. Wortmann, ancl 
"Einige Laminarprofile fur Segel­
£Iugzeuge," by Dr. F. X. \Vortmann 
(reprinted in English in the Jan­
uary, 1964, issue of Soaring). 

The "OSTIV Section" of the De­
cember issue of Aero Rev-ue con­
sisted of one paper presented at the 
1963 OSTIV Congress, "On Optimi­
zation of Glider Cross-Countrv 
Flight Using Thermals," by O. Nie­
hl1ss. 

The "OST1V Section" of the Jan­
lIary issue of Aero Revue con­
sisted of two papers presented at 
the 1963 OSTIV Congress, both in 
German, as follows: "Uber die Pru­
fung and Zalassllng von IIotorse­
glerll in Deutschland," by Manfred I 
Klippers, and "Die Entwicklnng 
von Motorseglern in Deutschland," 
by Hans Zacher. 
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