
ANOTHER CHEROKEE n
 
by RO:-lALD A. CHITWOOD 

The tow car took up lack, the 
signal to go, and th skid started 
to scrape the runway. few feet 
and the nose was up, a little farther 
and my Cherokee II lifted for its 
first flight. Not very smooth since 
Td been awav from th control 
stick for some' time. It went well 
though and after foUl" runs up and 
down the runway, it was time for 
an aero tow. Two days later and at 
ILOOO feet I finally had time to re­
fleet that here 1 ,,;as, the Cherokee 
II was finished and flying. 

This set of plans had originally 
been sold to Lt. Bill Yolk who 
started the project in Iceland. 
Somehow the hits and pieces came 
to rest in Pete Bower's shop where 
they were when Larrv \Velch 
bOl{ght them and moved them to 
Connell. \Vash. LaO'v sold me the 
materials, plans ancl the started 
fuselage three months later, when 
he 110ught a Scheibe Bergfalke ~I 
55. For me, the ,vark began. It s 
not hard to see why so many plans 
arc sold and so few ships built, 
unless a person is inclined to like 
that sort of \vork it's an impossible 
task. I might also add, that if vou 
are marri(~~J, it takes an underst<ind­
ing wife. 

There are a fe\v items to point 
out to anyone buving a ship that 
has l)(~en started; first, he sure that 
the work that's done satisfies < n 
FAA Inspector and second, check 
it carefully vourself, ~lOd make sure 
that the' c'onstruction wasn't 
stopped due to a blunder. 1 was 
lucky, only a few items were 
changt'd and they were minor, my 
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Photograph by Robert L. Moore 

Ron Chitwood's Cherokee II reflects the fine quality of a conscientious builder. 

thanks to Mr. Yolk and Mr. W lch 
for lh careflll work they did. 

The ship has a few modifications, 
the lead ing edge of the wing is 
aluminum, the tip is squared off 
and has a Horner type bevel. 'ke 
mam' Cherokee's this OTIe has a 
bllbble canopy, which I think adds 
onsiclerably to its appearance, For 

covering material Ceeonite 103 
was used, and sprayed with whitc 
buteratc dope. Stan Hall discour­
ages modifications and with good 
reason, mine I feel were minor. 

The cost of my sailplane was 
considerablY ahoV'(~ the Stan Hall 
Cherokee II, and although the com­
pleted sailplane l'(~presents a con­
siderable investment, it's tar helm 
th. market price of a sIlip with 
similar performance. I expect to 
have about $].500 in the sailplane 
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Wave Soaring Camp 

January 18th through 29th 
m February 15th through 26th 

Sponsored by Wave Flights, Inc, at Black Forest 

~ Glider Port, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
[;] High Altitude Course available 

Well equipped 5c:hweiser 1-26s availab:e, or br,ing your own sailplane 
Modern hangar and lounge with limited bunk facilities 
Major ski resorts nearby ~
 

I 
[;]~. Limited Reservations - Contact 

David C. Johnson Mark Wild 
303-634-6815 303-495-4' 44 

~ Wave Flights, Inc., 625 Berglind Rd., Colorado Springs, Colo. 
'!!=:I131 1[;]1 1131 '131 113' '131 1[:11 '1m 

14 

113E9j] 

m~, 
ill 
[;] 

~ ill 
[;] 
~ 

amI trailer. 
In the air, Cherokee II is at 

home. It's unusually casy to fly on 
tow (mayb -, it's the sharp canoe 
like nose) and very quiet except 
for the oil cunning of thc aluminum 
leading edge in turbulence. Stick ) 
llressures are light and conb'o! is 
adequate,bowever the spoilers are 
not as effective as I would like. 
Stall occurs u klir nncler 40 mph 
and it thermals well at just under 
4::5 mph although that's too close to 
a stall if the thermals are rough. 

There were no vroblems licens­
ing the ship, it had becn inspected 
ahou t six times d uri ng constmction 
by the local FAA Jnspector, and h 
found nothing that needed corrcct­
ing. I was rcqllircd to fh· th first 
15 hours in a test flight area hut 
it was no prohlem because m\" 
trailer was not finished and t 
could not leav' the area anyway. 

In summary one might ask, was 
it worth it, would von 00 it over'? 
:'vly reply of course ~vollld be, yes. I 
recall the many time. 1 slipped into 
the half completed fuselag to 
check the fit, to move the stick and 
rmlder and dream a little. Then 
carne the dav when movement of 
those control~ hrought response, it 
was a da~ and an experience worth 

I rcmcml1(~ring, Jt is my hope that
[;]~. my ship collects as manv hours fly­

ing as it collected when hcing l1ui.lt. I 

'Vho knows, mavhe somedav you'l! 
m n~ad about a Gold or Diamond 
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