
MY FIRST WAVE FLIGHT
 
by CHARLES JEARn G 

I have had so much fun reading 
about other reports of smu:ing 
flights that r want to tell you about 
my first wave flight. Little did 1 
think when flying L'om Harris Hill 
or chasing puff eumulus clouds 
with Toledo Glider Clu memb rs 
that one day I would be sitting in a 
Schweizer 1-26 more than 17,000 
feet !vISL over Heno evada with 
my variomctcr sl;owing tlll'ee 
meters per second up! 

It really began when tluee of us 
in the Ames Soaril1g Club at Hum­
mingbird Haven, Calif. requested 
permission to take one of the dub's 
1-26 sailplanes (the Eye-Sore, or is 
it the I-Soar: ) to Glider Valley on 
a cby lake Borth of Reno for two 
weeks. 

Sunday, at the end of the first 
week, J had the 1-26 all to myself. 
I cleaned thc canopy, checked the 
oxygen tank which showecl 1,600 
psi, installed the barograph, prop­
erly sealecl, inspected the sailplane, 
then enviously watched and helped 
Bruce Beebe in his Ka-6, Bob 
Gomes in Ius (and KJemmendson's) 
Skylark, and John Baird in his 
1-23 get airborne for cross-country 
flights. The wind was from the 
southwest and quite strong, pel"­
haps 20 mph on the ground, strong­
er at altitude and from a westerlv 
direction. There were lentieula~r 
clouds visible in the clistance both 
north and south of Glider Vallev 
hut they were too far awav for II 
1-26 to think about, espcciafl y with 
only auto tow availahIe. 

My auto tow raised me to 6,500 
feet·r..'1SL which was 1,500 feet 
above the dry lake bed. I took off 
at 1:45 P.M. and by 2:10 P.\I. \\'as 
at 1:2,000 feet .\'ISL. 1 had been for­
tunate in getting a (1 od thermal 
almost at once and following it to 
the top. 1 cruised arOtlI1d in that 
area fOT some time, picking up 
other thermals I could see popping 
off the dry lake amI drifting to­
wanls me. -one of them lifted me 
higher than 12,.500 feet .\'ISL. I 
used a little oxygen for a short 
tim , although I noticed no ll1Cliea­
tions of needing it. "'Vith only 70 
total hours glider flight time, and 
99 percent of tJlat under 8,000 feet 
MSL, 1 was a littJe apprehensive 
about the proper lise of oxygen. 

FinalJ 1 decided th t th rmals 
were not aoing to get me a Gold 
C altitude gain (1 needed about 
16 000 feet 1'1 L) so I flew over 
towards a long l"idge northwest of 
Glider Valle where I had flown 
some ex 'iling ridg lift earlier in 
the week. NOtl1il g better there, ex­
e-'pt a yello\ 1-26 whi h was get­
ting abollt the same results as 1. I 
then cwist'd along tlle west side of 
th drv lake and 11 over around 
Peaviri, mountain south of the drv 
lake with no interesting results. Ii1 
fact I was d wn to only 6,500 feet 
l'vISL again '0 I headed back to the 
lhv lake for some more thermals 
which I could s. 

gain I found good lift an 1 went 
right hack to 12,50 f et ' lSL with­
out much diffi ult . There was an 
intermittent layer f thin stratu· 
cloud' some uistance above me 
with a small umulus clond appear­
ing, then diss'patin nc in a 
while below it. The wind must have 
been < t least 30 mph because when 
1 h ad dint it a 4:.. mph I seemed 
to be makiner anI, 5 to 10 mph 
over the ground. 1 \ a oaring 
about one-half mil st of dr 
lake ov I' a small ridge hetween It 
and. tead FB in lear air when 1 
blunder d into the WUVf'! 

To my amazem nt it f It just 
like the rep rts state. It was in­
credibly smooth, smooth as glass, 
but the variometer showed two 
mps up, then thre and finally al­
most Iiv ~I The altim ter needle was 
going up fHst euougJl to see. 1 flew 
in a south-easterly uirection ap­
proximately at right angles to the 
wind but headed sOllth west to 
crab into it. The wave must hav 
been \\ 'de an] strong because I 
flew this way for several minutes. 
1n a short til-[;e 1 was at 1.5,000 fe t 
~dSL. I put on the oxygen mask 
agail . Soon the lift decreased and 
I turned first upwind, tl1en clown­
wind without finding greater lift. 
Finallv I flew into sink, so 1 re­
\-ersec1 mv course and flew north­
westerl~', -Luckil~r I found it again, 
and flew in this direction for tlU"ee 
or four miles in lift all the way be­
fore hlrning south-east a<fain. \Vjth 
this proc dure I was soon above 
17,000 feet. With my Gold C alti­
tnde gain now well in hand I 1:>e-
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gan to look around a bit. 
The view was exhilirating. I 

could look north and west over 
ridge after rid "e of mounta ins even 
to It. Shasta \~'ith its glaciers 'in tl~e 
west. I could look south down the 
h-emendous, hazy, great Sierra Val­
ley towards Bishop. :\0 wonder 
those who have flown the Sierra 
wave are challenged to try it again 
amI again. I was so interestell in 
looking around that I forgot to ob­
serve my highest altimeter reading. 
hut it was probably somewhere be­
tween 17,000 allll 18,000 feet .\rISL. 

outh of me beyond Heno and 
east of Mt. Rose w'as a spectacular 
huild up of lenticular c1ouds_ There 
was a regular hank of them, layc'r 
upon layer, going up to great 
height. The lowest one was above 
my altitude hut not much. So, in­
stead of getting the most out of 
my clollCliess wnve, 1 headed to­
warth ~vIt. Hose, thinking about the 
fa hulous flights my friends must he 
having, amI wishing I had a sail­
plane with more penetration than 
mv 1-26_ 

-Soon I hit sink of ,500 then 1,000 
feet per minute. I turned hack, got 
morc alti tude. and headed sou th 
again. By the time I was down to 
] 2.000 ft~et .\'ISt,. I was still several 
miles from the douds but was fear­
hI! to go am' farther as then I 
l11i~ht h<l\-e to land at Reno airport. 
[ tnrncd off th(' oxygen; the tal1k 
I ad !--)OO psi left and reluetantlv 
turned haek towards Glider Valle\:. 
I cleared Pt a\-ine mountain Iiv 
1,000 feet, played around a littl(~ 
with my excess altitude, and landed 
about 4:30 P.\L 

If you have not vet made a wave 
flight, I rccomme~d that vou do 
~o; it is reall~- quite excitin rr the 
first time. 
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