
,ockpit cOIllJort depends en­
tirely on the parachute worn, \VithrUR MODRBN SAllPlANRS a can entiooal chute I can't get into 
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Standm-d Austria 
1,ike the Foka, th,' Aush'ja shows 

the verv Lest in wooden construc­
tion w{th extensive car' takl~n to 
protect the plywood from wave 
inducing moisture. All the AllStria's 
I have seen have I>een of outstanll­
ing workmanship and finish. One 
can easilv sec whv the OSTrV 
judges pi~'kcd it as (he best Stand­
ani class shil) <It the 19(iO inter­
nationals. 

The l)erformance figures on thc 
Austria show that a fairly high 
minimum sink (.7 m/sec as com­
pared to ,(-i2 for the Ka-G, .GG for 
th€ Foka) has lwen accepted to 
gain a very flat glide at hi<Ylwr 
spceds. Be, t LID of :34 OCClII'S at 
G5 mph with about 30 at 80 mph 
and 23 at ] 00 mph. \Vhile the 'l~ 
figmes seem to mc a Iittle. optimis­
tic the Austria obviouslv COll1l'S 

lle~r to th'm. Up to SO' mph it 
stays close to the HP-8, dropping 
aW:1Y gradually lip to LOO mph. lil 
thermaling it is less impressive. It 
flies very fast and seems unable to 
climb significantly bett I' Ihan the 
lIP-S. The 1964 model v ill have a 
thicker wing in '1I attempt t im­
prove the low speed charaet ri 'Ii s. 

In handling, T found the Aush'ia 
somewhat disappointing. Perhaps 
hecause I just got out of tlw 511­

perl> 'oka. The controls seemcd 
rather imprecise with a notic Hbl~' 
slow rate of rnll (just uncleI' :five 
seconds) for a standard class sllip. 
It seems to want to 11 ' tl1l:'rmalecl 
rather fast, around 5:1 mph but the 
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spec I pro\' d difficult to ontrol ill 
hanks of over, 5 dcgrees. Stahilitv 
in ya\ was avera err a V-tail, 
the strul" having a tendency to 
wml kr Juring JIlap reacUng and 
other cocl:pit chore', on of these 
matters would disturb a <food pilot 
after a few holll's of I ractj e, of 
'Ol,r$c. In str, ight flight the .xc.: 1­

lence of the ship showed it.·elf at 
01 ce, we easily passell all the otl I' 
saiLplanes that happened to he 
arOLmcl, The dive hrakes, like tho'e 
on th Fob, arc large and ff ~c­
tive. a I?oint J appreciated as T 
spent rno t of my approach explain­
in" to Elmira tow r why r forgot 
to look at the sailplan ,':; registra­
tion number hefore taking off. 
"That cream colored <flid 1'" was 
finaIJv lear d to land and did so 
only "to discover that thp hrake 
barely worked, Landin" hrings lip 
tll . greatest single problem, due to 
the ridiculously flat fuseha bot­
tom with onlv 'three Or four iu hes 
of ground CIearmlc. ny rough 
field would likely cause prohlems 
-and exp nsive ones, at that. OJle 
Canadian owner has workecl lit an 
lvtendahle wheel to cope witl1 l'he 
diffi "d ty. Builder \!Iartin Se;!lC'lllpp 
lells me that this vear's model will 
have an optional retractahle whcel. 

Rig ring of tbf' Austria seem' to 
depend on the s11ip. \-Iost go to­
gether very qnickly, the automatic 
control hook-1lp is a wond rfll] f'ea­
tme. ertain shi[)s seem to have 
troulle in ali,rnin et the aft win u ' 

pin, most do '~IOt. In g newl rji 
nng is prohlbly easiC'r than in any 

othl"r 'hip J know of. 

all Allstria at all, but Ben Greene, 
wi 0 is as tall as r. lIses a chest type 
pack which lives i.n a special niche 
hehind thc pilot's shOlllders. Witll 
this I roulHl lhe cockpit l,xtremc])' 
eonlrortahll', the seating is semi­
reclined sirllilar to the Skvlanl 4s. 
Siuce O1]e sits almost on th;' hottcm 
of the ship. crack-up protection 
wou]d h,' poor comparee! to othn 
sailplanes we have descrihed. TI](> 
UOlie, hack to the wiug, is of fiher­
!..';lass and ven stron!..';. Visihilitv is 
~i)'lilar to that of a K'a-G: good, 'lJ1lt 
nol piclur(' window like. Controls 
and iustruments aI" wcll placed; 
till' panel offers plent. of room for 
the gallges. 

The L1stria costs ahout 84,GOO 
delivered ill J Tew York. For this 
you gl'l a superll Illedinlll ann 
strong wcather sailplane capable of 
such flights as Ben Greene's two 
4,')0 milers in Texas Last sumnwr. 
\Vhile the handling is definitelv he­
low the Took a's, ' 'is the price. "Fm­
tiler. the Austria has a standard 
ATC in this coulltrv. The new] 9G4 
rnolkl with an imrlrovcd wing and 
retractahle gl-,ar should hc watched 
with interest. 

Olympia 463 
At Lashall1 in England T hac! tht~ 

Opporhlllity through the kindu8ss 
of owner _Mrs. Anita Schmidt to flv 
tlle Olympia 46:.3, the I3rihsh Stancl­
ard class sailplane. Li.ke the Ka-o 
it is of the ('lassie wooden con­
struction and with the decidedly 
boxy appearance tends to mak~ 
one ratlwr skeptical of perform­
ance after St'eillg such super stancl­
ards a~ the Foka and Austria. How­
ever, as Herr Huth of Gennanv 
points Olll: so graphicall~ with hfs 
Ka-6 at each Intcrnatiouals, super 
looks do not necessarilv win super 
prizes. 

On leaving the winch tow al 
1,100 f d I found only stn;ng sink 
aud was just thinking ahout enter­
iug the pattei'll when I got a hit 
of nihhle. The 4fn flew slowly 
aroll!1cl her O\yn wing tip in heautf­
h dly coordinated turns, milking 
this dlecilkdly English tyP , th'rm­
al for all it was worth. After reach­
ing 2,000 feet, T decicled we hall 
enoll~h altitude 01 cOldJ start fly­
in Y. It's that kiml of ship. Just sho'w 
it a t'ht'nnal Hnd don't get in the . 
way. 'uhseljuent efforts indicated 
tllat hest <:limb occulTell lwtwt'en 
4,") anJ 8 mph at which speeds 
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