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NATIONAL 
HAMPIO SHIPS 

31st ANNUAL U.S. 
SOARING 

Sailctioned lJy The Soaring 

:\ group of six ~dcCook, ~ hI'. 
~oarin(T enthusiasts took on tl e 
task to organiz(' and run the :3lst 
l,S. "ational Soarin~ Champion­
ships held from jllne :30th t .Iuly 
10th at the old Armv Air Base lo­
cated Ii miles northwesl of th town 
of ~..IcCook. 

To Dr. Donald ~Iorgan, Contest 
\1anager; L(~onard Boyd He ris­
trar; ~'lilton Johnson. Flight Opera­
tions Director; lohn Herrmann, 
Chid Starter; .Ioh;] :\lthcrg aurl Dr. 
Bruce' Snvd<>r, Pu blicitv Director, 
this was ~l first f'~lWriellce in run­
ning a cont(~st. They started at the 
top. as the :jIst !\ationa Is fie,ldcd 
one o! the greatest number of cn­
tries (41i) since the 1947 contest 
held in Wichita Fall, Tcx. Though 
short ;,f experience, they wcre Ion£?; 
on enthusiasm, determination and 
hard work allll (leseI've praist, for 
bringing off a successful, event. 
Thev were also fortunate 111 hav­
ing 'whole hearted cooperation of 
the ClIambcr of Commerce and 
other McCook civic organiza ·ons. 

Official host and sponsor of the 
contest was the Nebraska Soaring 
Associ'ltion organized two years 
aO'o with four mcmb rs and 11 w 
t~)taling the six nlC'ntioned above. 

The job of selecting daily.t'lsks 
lavon the broad shouldcrs of Ma­
io'r Ed Butts who was tue ' 
Competition Director. Bertha Hyan 
acted as Chicf Scorer. \Veather 
was watched by Ted Lange, chief 
meteorologist aild a familiar figurc 
at the National contests, he was 
assisted bv Charles Chapp'lI of 
Kansas City. Kan. 

T)w 48 sailplanes assembled at 
~dcC()ok representl'd the cream of 
thc countrv's mowrless aircraft. 
there were ~ight Ka-6s, seven 1-:2:3s: 
six SiSllS. three Skvlark 4:, thrc(~ 
Standard' Austrias, t,~·o HP-lOs, two 
HP-l1s two Schwcizer :2-82s mak­
ing their first (lebut in the cOlllpdi­
lion worlel, two 13G-12s amI one 
Zugvog I Ill. Cockpit equipnwnt 
ranged from good, excellent to ex­
travagant instr nnent and elec­
tronic wise. Forty sailplane' were 
equippeu with radios. more t1 an .')0 
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percent of which were the 90 chan­
nel Bavsides. 

lnp'redictabl, was the terlll 
used by contestants in d scribing 
th \\' ather during the :\alionls. As 
Gns Rricgkb put it: "You could 
rarely depend on the same COl di­
tion' for mOre than half an hour. 
one moment yon may shoot up at 
1,000 fpm and the next you ar­
"s ral hing" in a weak broken 
lift." .'torms and squall line' lay ( c­
ca ionally in the paths of the parti­
cipants, and had to he detoured or 
waited out. Overall, tbe \ cather 
was not "strong:' Iwither were the 
winds, which worked to the bcnefit 
of sucll sailplanes as tbe Skyhnb 
and the Ka-6s. _-ote in the fillal 
s 'ore table a Skvlark in the fir't 
pbce, though it is an unfair com­
parison when on consider: who its 
pilot was, and nVt. of th Ka-6s in 
the first ten positiolls, with \Valk 
S ott occupying second plac(', 
\Vere the winds stron~er, the p ,11('­

tration ability of the more sophisti­
cated sailplanes wOltlcl have un­
doubtedly changt'd the pictlll'L'. 

The Contest 
First to arrivE' at \Ic ;ook was 

Paul Bikle who spent four days fly­
in r 120-111ile triangles, retnrning to 
thl base three bmcs. Looking for 
1ntlians, someon(~ retnarke(L 

The dav before th cont(~:t, Ed 
Butts assigned a pm tice CToal and 
r turn t,\'k of 40 miles in whicll 
most of the contestants partici-

Dick Johnson's Skylark 4. 

pated. The day started out as a 
·'lJoOllwr" with several pilots reach­
ing l~l,OOO f d. Eight pilots com­
pleted the tusk hut others were 
caught short due to a considerable 
cloud cover devclopinl!; over th' 
tIm point. 

June 30 - First Contest Day 
Goal and Heturu speed task of 

98 miles hom McCook to lones 
.\irport near Benklcman, ~eb.·, and 
hack to McCook was the first con­
test event. The take off linc moved 
smoothly and the 48 contestants 
were Ol~ their wav. Jim and Gerry 
Rhine of Tulsa, Okh1. \VitlI their as­
sistants manne(l the start gate as 
the sailplanes flew through nncler 
:1,000 fect. Later in the afternoon 22 
of the pilots dove through the fin­
ish line to complete the task. Best 
time was Down hy Ben Greene of 
. orth :arolina in' a Standard. us­
tria averaging 38.:34 mph, A, J. 
Smith of ~·Iichigan was second in 
his Sisu at 37.67 mph. Dick John­
son averaged 355-16 mph in his Sky­
lark 4. Iudy ~/Iozer of \·Jichigan in 
a Ka-6 was 4th with a speer! of 
3S.~-! mph. Two ncwcomers to ~a­
tiona I 'om petition, Bruce B :chl~ or 
;nlifornia and \Vallv Scott of 

Texas, both Hyin cr Ka~6's came in 
.5th and 6th respectively. 

mong those who did not finish 
the c1av's task were: John Rvan. 
Si'u 11 mi,), George \/[offat }IP-S 
(63 mi,), Stan Smith, HP-lO (35 
mi,), Dick Schreder, HP-l1A, (625 
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