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.\/[ Y fri 'nd, a jw;tly famed big 
game hunt r alHl I, weI' pursuing 
the elusive groUS() in the north 
woods and had paused, empty 
handed, to meditate our frustra­
tion. 

"\Vhat am 1 doing anyhO\v-ehas­
ing a handful 0' feather with ~I 
popgun," be obsel'\'cd sourly. "1 
feel downright silly." 

"As a grou:e hunter you are kind 
o' sill. ," I agreed. "What you need 
to make you look good is an ·1 '­
phant gun in yOUl' hand and some­
thing to roar at you." 

And that's the W'loY it is with 
soaring-no power iri your hcll1U 
and nothing to roar at YOIl. Any­
one wlto needs these ingredients 
to enhance his satisfactions had 
better stav awav from the sail-
plan s.' . 

Frankly, if I had my "dl'11th 1'." 

for pilot traininG, a course in tJl 
art and seiene> of powerless flight 
wOllld preceed all in truction. I re­
<rard a knowled e of the air ocean 
as initially requi ite to airman­
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ship. On the other hand, I m sure 
this is sheer idealism to b scoffed 
at in <l world where th· readv 
availability of power cuel desig;) 
can shru lf off the dcman:ls of art. 
Thoe who c1ainl "it's easy to I arn 
to fl." an. absolutely rigLt-up to 
a point. And "liP to a point" is as 
far as must pilot care to contem­
plate, since be, and that point loom 
the d 'mands of cledicated profes­
sionalism wh r airman -hip again 
comes into its o\\'n. 

Why then brin r lip the subject o' 
powerless flight? 

For 'Cveral <rood l' asons, 
Ther i' ah ays the chane that 

tlte cmiousity of some thouglltful 
pilot will be piqued anti p rhap. 
recTuited to the cause of art and 
science in I. ing. 

houl<.\ u h a one happen to be 
of th caliber of a Diek duPont r 
Le\ Barringer or Frank Hawks or 
of some of our grea soaring x­
pert of pre. ent tim ,tb whole 
airman's world would be in their 
d ht. B 'ginning with the Wright 
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brothers, there ]las probably never 
lived an aircraft rlesitrJ)('r who did 
not draw on the xp ~ri('uc of mo­
torI s fljght. 

And thcre is a second reason to 
do what one mav to assur' that in 
the format of federal promotion 
and control of aviation, the roJe of 
gliuing and soaring be accorded 
thoughtI'll I and sympathetic treat­
ment. 

Th ollly appeal motorlcss flight 
call bring to its cause is an appeal 
to r ason. ]t has no pressure of 
nll1nl el's. It carries no political big 
stick. It do ~s lIot shall t from the 
market place. Its contriblltion to 
the historv of aviation is its onlv 
weapon-that and the continuing 
conh'iblltion it makes as research 
delves in the problems of the space 
ag . 

Ther is no established reason 
to believ ' that motorl ss flight will 
I e J I ied its plae in the evolving 
formula of air traffic control, vet 
it· voice is 'ueh a whisper in con­
trast to the thunder of the ele­
phant guns and the influences that 
roar, that one must alwavs he alert 
that the appeal to reason is not 
negl cteel. 

SOARING 




