
tawa, both 60 miles from Hawkes­
bury. 

The publicity of the I ationaIs on 
radio, TV and ncwspapers through 

THE 15th CANADIAN NATIONAL 
SOARING CHAMPIONSHIPS the Canadian Press brought many 

spectators who witnessed the effi­
by Doue; ~IcCon:\HcK, ill C Puhlic Relations Director cient launching of 21 sailplanes by 

The l;5th Canadian National 
Soaring Championships was of­
ficallv opened on Jul. 14th at 
Hawkesbury, Ontario, by the Di­
rector of Civil Aviation, :\'[r. R. 'vV. 
Goodwin of the Dept. of Transport, 
and Group Captain R. VV. _ IcNair, 
Sf'nior Airstaff Officer of Air De­
fence JIcadquarters, St-Huhert, 
Que. Dllration of the contest was 
from Tucsday, July 16th, to Thurs­
day, July 25th. Dave Webh of the 
~'Iontreal Soaring Council was de­
clared the 1963 National Soaring 
Champion with a sCOre of 3524 
points. He flew a Skylark 4 sail­
p1<111(' . 

This contest. hosted hv the ?v!on­
treal Sua ring Council a~d directed 
hv Terrv Beaslev, president of the 
S;>arina 

Co 
'Association of Canada, had 

an international flavoring with 
Dick Schreder of Brian, Ohio, a 
top U. S. competitor; Donald A. 
(Doc) ~IIosher of the IIlini Glider 
CluJ>, Champaign, lIlinois; Joe Per­
wci of thc Tri-Cities Soaring So­
cid)", Endicott, t\.Y.; and Adam 
Witek of tIl(' Kielce Aero Clllh, Po­
land, taking part. The 15th ~a­

tiona Is came clOst' to going dO\ 'n in 
the records as "No Contest" be­
calise of very poor soaring conc1i~ 
hcms. The Task Committee of 
Terrv Beasley, .I 1I1ien Audette and 
Gordv I-l ieks set realistic tasks for 
tIll' p-;'edicted conditions, but fickle 
nature did not deliver. 

The first contest dav \Vednes­
clav lulv 17th, was a 12,--mile tri­
angldar 'course 1',1 (' with turn points 

at ornwal! and Cmnberland. The 
task was a little too ambitious in 
that only Dave \V bb completed 
the trianale, thereby making it a 
distance a'ay for ·coring. The team 
of G. LockllUrcl/D. Parsey of the 
Gatineau Club was 2nd and Adam 
Witek was :3rd. Doc ~I'losber did 
manage to get his Gc.)ld badge alti­
tude leg with 14,:500 ft, as!. 

Thursdav the 18th a distan "C 

task was .SC't for Pendleton, th 
home of tlte Gatineau Cluh, some 
25 miles from Hawkesbury, and re­
turn, then free distance from there 
on. This dav ,vas declared no con­
test since n(j pilot exceedcd the :35­
mile minimum distance for scorin cl • 

The poor soaring conditions were 
due to the proximity of a warm 
front that moved through the area 
that night bringiug an unstable air 
mass in on Friday with 001 con­
vection predicted by the met man 
and 15-mph westerly wiuds. With 
this information the task commit­
tee declared a free distance rla\'. 
Off went twentv-onc sailplanes 
wincring freel fOl: distance. Adamb....." . 
Witek chalh.d lip 196 miles for 1st 
place in his Fob 4, ~'Iarti)) Jur~ 
geit of SOSA in a Ka-oCR took 2nd 
place with 148 miles, Dick Schreder 
was 3rd in the HP-ll with 147,5 
miles and Dave \Vehh went 147 
miles in his Skylark 4 to place 4th. 
Since Adam excc'c(lcd :300 kiloll1­
deI'S, the following day was (k­
clarerl a rest day as per the rules, 
which gave the visitors an 011por­
tunit~· to visit \[ontrcal :mcl Ot-

The Standard Ausiria sailplane flown by Charlie Yeates in the Canadian Nati.onals: ~eing 
flown in this photo at the U.S. Nationals by partner Jack Ames. ThIS model IS gaining a 

reputation in Europe as "the poor man's Sisu." 

Fhoto by Alex Aldolt 

Oscar Estebany and his crew of tow 
pilots in fom Super Cubs and the 
Club's old Tiger ~,1oth along with 
his sharp grOlmcl crcw handling 
ropes wings and signals, Th y were 
also treated to the sight of 14 sail­
planes thermalling over the nekl in 
wcak 1ft for almost a couple of 
bours on Sunday, July 21st. Lat J 

that afternoon a sl\(lden squaJ] 
moved in from the north and cut 
off the competitors who had left 
on a lOO-kilometer triangle with 
turn points at Plantagenet and 
Alexandria. Adam Witek, Dick 
Schredcr, Dave Webb and Charlie 
Yea tes attempted to tly through, 
bllt the clown drafts hehind the 
sqllall plunked them riaht down 
from cne to Seven miles from 
home. Once more, since no one 
completed the speed task, it was 
scored as distance along a set 
course. 

On YIonday tilt' 22nd, thC'rmal 
conditions weI' weaker than ex­
pected with hrcrc .storms ovcr the 
Laurentian and dirondack ~lloun­
tains, leaving a larg' mass of stahle 
air Over the St, Lawrence river to 
the south. These conditions forced 
most aircraft down just hefore 
reachin fY Alexandria, th ~ second 
turn point of a speed task that first 
took them to Plantag 'net. Dave 
\Vehh completed the task alone, 
with Adam \'Vikk, the next closest, 
landing on the third leg, The day 
was dcclarC'd "no contest" since~ 
none of the otll 'rs exceeded the rl'­
quirc>d 35 miles. (The s~um~ fate 
awaited Dick Schreder on the last 
dav of the contest, Thursclav luly 
25th, when h(~ came zooming in 
on a 11O-mph beatup from a short 
50-kiloll1ett>r triangl' hetween 
Hawkcshury, St. Eugene and Glen 
Robertson, onlv to find that he was 
the onlv one to make it. Had some 
one c1s'c come in. he would havc 
Sf'ClIlTri 1st place' on the contest.) 

Tucsdav th ' 2:31'<.1 was the aJI im­
portant t!rly which finally decided 
the Championships be 'ause the 
24th and 25th were washed out. 
Th ~ dav started off with a build-up 
of good Cu's to tIle north, as was 
predicted by the Met. man, and 
the task C01l1mi.ttee assigned a race 
to .folictt!', Que., 6~1..5 miles from 
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