
The following paragraphs list the 
chapters by title and author, to­AMERICAN SOARING HANDBOOK 

by HAHNEH SELVIDGE 

Over 3,000 new members have 
joined SSA since the November­
Dec~Il1bcr, 1956, issue of Soaring 
carned the anllouncement that "the 
Directors approved a program to 
prepare and publisb a o·lidin rr and 

. I" '" bsoarmg manua. Manv of the 
newer members may i10t know 
about this project, and Lee Smith 
has slw;gestec1 an up-to-date sum­
mar, would be worthwhile in 
brin<ring this publication to the at­
tention ~)f those who may not be 
a\yare of it. 

The whole thing started with a 
lett 'r from Jim Redway to Dr. Les 
Bryan, when they hoth were on the 
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SSA Youth Air Ec1ucation Commit­
tee back in 1(056. Les <skeel Torn 
Page to 11 Ip, and various startino"0 

Ipans were laid, but it was not until 
the winter SSA Direetors' meeting 
of ]958 that it reallv oot uncler­. " ° way. It was decided to call it the 
America·n Soaring Handbook and 
its plimary purpose was to pr~mote 
the safety of soaring by making 
available to all pilots the hest pos­
sible information on all phases of 
the sport. 

small financial grant from the 
Link Foundation was obtained to 
help get it started, but it was real­
ized from tJ1e beginnin lT that it 
would Iwve to be doneo \,vithout 
paid help, except for the editor 
who would get a token payment 
and reimbmsement for out-of-pock­
et expenses. It was recognized that 
hecause .of the necessity of ]"(~Iying 
on unpaid part-time help, publica­
tion would be subject to many 10n<1" 
delays, so in the interest of o"cttin ,0g

~ 

as mucI1 out as soon as possible, it 
was decided to publish the SH 
in senarat chapters as soon as each 
was finished. 

The wisdom of that decisiun has 
llE'en amply illustrated bv suhse­
quent events, with only four chap­
ters publishcdup until now. 0 de­
eision has been made as to whether 
to bring out the entire SH as a 
single bound volume \Vh ~D aU the 
chapters ,re finished. Probahlv a 
lot of them will ne d revision' b 
then. In the meantime, vou ca~1 
huy dw individual hapters as thev 
come out. Each one is complete i;1 
itself. \Ve expect to have a loose­
leaf tyne of binder available by the 
end of the year which \-vill serve 
to keep the chapters together. 

Editor for the ASH is Mrs. Alice 
S. Fudls, well - known aviation 
writer, soaring pilot and inshTlment 
flight insh'uctor, assisted by her 
hushand, Lt. Col. WiUiam R. 
Fuchs, SAF, as Associate Editor. 
Editoria I Advisor is Tom Page, and 
the hook design and layollt is bv 
Lee Smith. Various othcr SSA 
m mbors prepare illustrations and 
photographs. As Chairman of the 
SSA Publications Committee I 
function as Dublisher, and 'the 
printing ha been done by Pasa­
dena Lithographers, whose owner. 
F.rank Severy, is not only a soaring 
pIJot, but also seems to come up 
WIth the lowest bids. 

gether with some hopeful publica­
tion dtaes. 

Chapter 1. HISTOHY-The his­
tory of soaring in the SA and the 
part SSA has played, has been writ­
ten by Capt. Ralph Barnaby, USN 
(ReL), Honorary Vice President of 
SSA, and one of the real old­
timers. Photos arc now heing as­
semhled, and this chapter is ex­
pected to he on sale by the end of 
1963. 

Chapter 2. TRAINING - This 
was deemed to be the most im­
portant of all the chapters. It out­
lined the "ABC" program of in­
struction and set forth standards 
which is hoped will lead to better 
and safer pilots. BiH Fuchs was the 
author, hut more than any other 
chapter, it "vas the work of many 
contributors. It was puhlished in 
] 962 and is ail-cady in its second 
printing. 

Chapter 3. AUTO AND WIN CH 
LAUNCH-This has been started 
by Tom Page, with publication ex­
pected in the summer of 1964. 

Chapter 4. AERO TOW-Writ­
ten by Tom Page, this ,vas the first 
~\SH chal)tcr puhlished, appearing 
111 ] 859. A secono edition was is­
sued a ycar later and it is now in 
its third pirnting. 

Chapter 5. ~\'1ETEOROLOGY­

This eagerly-awaited chapter is be­
ing prepared hy the well-known 
soaJ'ing meteorologist, Harold Klci­
forth, hut publication will probablY 
not he until late]864. ' 

Chapter 6. CHOSS-COUNTHY 
A D ';\IAVE SOAlUNG-Those 
two undoubted pundits, Dick 
Johnson and Bill Ivans, were the 
authors of this very popular chap­
ter which sold out within a f~,w 
months after its publication in 
1(062. It is now in its thinl printing. 

Chapter 7. EQ IPMENT I; IN­
STIW~vIENTS AND OXYGEN­
Now I. understand why my authors 
take so long. It took me two veal's 
to g~t thiS. one out, finally IJcing 
pubhshed 111 the spring of 196.3. 

Chapter 8. EQUn)~vlENT II: 
nADIO, HOPE Ai\TDWlRE-By 
John Hyan and Harold Drew, this 
second of the equipment chapters 
is expected to be <Tut in the sprin rr 
of Hl64. '"' 

Chapter 9. AERODY fAMICS­
Fred Matteson has alreadv finished 
~he ?rst draft of this cha"pter, and 
It wIll perhaps be in print hv the 
fall of ] 964. " 
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