
16-day Soaring Camp. George 
Uveges directed the morning A BG-12A FOR ARIZONAweather briefings with Dick "'/lor­
ris and John Krey assisting in air­
craft assemblv and recovery. The 
first records imd awards c,imp at 
EI ~'I irage was a success despite un­
seasonable weather conditions, 
and participants agreed it was a 
cooperativc way to earn awards. 

An illustrated, IS-page booklet 
designed to answer the questions 

of the uninitiated. 

On Saturday, June 12th, at 6:30 
.'L\1. mv 13G-f2A', just licensed, was 
going te) By for the first time. 1­
though it was Charles Jones' first 
tow and mv fiJ"St solo in a ship with 
Bap~, my rnain concern \vas visibil­
itv when mv wife, Marc~Jine 

shutecl to mn \~'ith the wing tip. 
As recommended in the kit in­

structions, w" had made an auto 
tow first but the dust had heen so 
bad on this (lrv field that I could 
not see the to\;' car nor more than 
:30 feet of rope; Sam Player and 
Bud Vian ( also his first tow), in the 
powerful Pontiac, could not see 
anything behind them and did not 
even know if 1 had released. 

T\' ow the dust, thinned bv thc 
prop wash, was no prohlem ~\l)d I 
started to climb with 150 B,lp. At 
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hy REYKALD HARTyIAl'::-< 

Reynald, Hartman's Briegleb BG-12A sailplane built from a kit in Benson, Arizona. 

:300 ft. J bled the Haps off and be­
gan to trust the ship. Thirty min­
utes later I was back on the field, 
happy at the good 1lerforrnanec, 
easv handling, and convinced that 
spejilers were not needed. 

The purchasing of the ship was 
started in 1956, and involved the 
construction of a ] tv x :30' work­
shop. In Jline, 1962, the FAA OK 
to close up the structure was re-
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ceived, followed in .I une, 1$:)63, by 
th~, airworthiness certificate. The 
construction of the whole ship pre­
sented no problem, HIllI except for 
occasional help from ~IIarceline to 
move a wing section, was done en­
tirely by one person. 

The main problem was to find 
somebody Willing to tow, and to 
equip his ship. That turned out to 
Ii> a slow process in a small desert 
communitv 50 miles from the near­
est city. Ffnallv, one member of OllI' 

CAP squadrol{ agreed to tow me in 
his Cessna 17013. So, usirl" the ar­
ticle in the January, 196:3, issue of 
Sou,'il1Y on certification of tow 
hitches, 1 pllrchased a Schweizer 
tow hook. The onlv finn that of­
fered a tow bar ,\lith approved 
drawings was Gasser Aerial Adver­
tisin" tdfg. Co., an advertiser in 
Soaring. I received vcry prompt 
service from them. 

For $22 1 received via air Pl) a 
tow bar, release cable handle, some 
finn plastic tubing and drawings. 
The top leaf of the Cessna's tail 
spring was removed and replaced 
bv the tow bar; the tow cable insicle 
tl~e tubing was clipped to the bulk­
heads, clear of other cables and 
broU'Yht through the tunnel in the 
Boor between the seats, makin fY a 
neat, permanent installation. Upon 
receipt of a Form :337, signed by 
the A&E, and of photographs of 
the installation, the FAA Inspector, 
who was very cooperative, issued 
the towing waiver. 

l'l'lr. Gasser also can supply a COm­
plete towing installation, which in­
cludes a Gasser release and a safetv 
link. The complete installation cal~­
riet.! an STC for Cessna planes. 

I am looking forward to some 
good flig11ts in this hot country, 
so as to complete the distance and 
altitude legs for my Silver hadge. 
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