
S 'cms tl at half way up the hill 
then' is a huge parking lot with a 
nice black surface receiving the full 

HORIZONTAL VS. VERT/CAL GLIDERS 
by T M 

The local clouel-bulllpers around 
Sacramento mad' the mi<;take of al­
lowing a "ragbagger" (small boat 
sailor) to join their org-anization la't 
fall. Naturally, not being a harp 
pilot, I had to wntrive to swit It 
the conversation to sailing once in 
a while in order to contribute my 
juicy tidl its to thl~ hangar-flying 
session. The boys tolerated this Ip 
to a point, but finally fi ur'd on 
shutting me up for good by sug<fest­
ing I write an article on the sunilari­
ties between the two ports. '" II, 
they really opened the hatches with 
that one-whoever heard of a sailor 
resisting the chance to spin a yarn? 

By golly, skippers, the two sports 
do hav a lot in common. You 5 ; 

we are on cornman gr und already! 
We are both skippers. You us the 
word SAIL all the tim as a pI' fi.., 
to the word plane. You also really 
make me feel at home with talks 
about regattas and point scores. You 
fellows are pikers on the point scar 
business though, for sailors have at 
least 8 or 10 types of 'coring sys­
tems. The common lan,!l.lage be­
tween us goes on and on. Take rud­
der, compass, charts and navigation, 
all common terms to both gro IpS. 
We both use airspeed indicators. I 
even saw one smart aleck sailor with 
a nautical version of a turn and 
bank indicator used to check the 
fore and aft trim of his ship. 

So we have a common language 
between the groups. But we have a 
lot, lot more in common. I think 
the major factor in both sports is 
the challenge of the elements and 
the competition he t wee n men. 
There's no denying th thriU of 
challeng-ing Mathe," Nature in all of 
her moods in a sailboat. I'm firmly 
convinced the thrill is just as great 
in a sailplan>-maybe greater. Man 
has had thousands of years to prac­
tice against the elements on water. 
But there apparently is still very 
much to be learned about the flying' 
clements. So glider" pilots have the 
thrill of the unknown. I'm just 
grate[ul some other men hav' risked 
their necks to find the knowledge 
that is now available to me. After 
all, this challenge bit can go just 
so far! 

Another common point is meteor­
ology. We sure have ometh.ing in 

L1'.E	 bea of the sun. Furthermore, it is 
sh Itcn~d f!'Om the wind. 'eedl sav 

common h rc but with an interest­ more ~ Someday. if 1 ever get to fly 
ing twist. . ailors scrape the bo tom cross-country, I'd . lire like to make 
of the weather barrel. Fliers see en­ a pass over that spot I 
joy and sometimes use the whol' There are probably hundreds of
vertical panorama of weatl1er. Sail­ other comIIIon denominators be­
ors look and pray lor horizontal tween the sports such as a sailboat
wind ju t as much as fliers d for stalls if the angle of attack is wrOOlT ,

v .rtical wind. Sailors deligl t il wind eLc., but 1 think on . of the most 'in­
shifts just as you delight in finding triguing is th people. Both sports
the. ink shifting tu lift. Interestingly attract people from all walks of life
enough they both create the same and they find happiness in sharing
·ff .ct in that they change the angle something in common. ] t's surpris­
of wind I' lative to the airfoil. , ai!or ing how	 I sely the two follow in
call it a lift if it changes in such a their o['Cfanizational behavior. Even
dire tion as to allow them to reach to th· same pattern of friendly meet­
th ir g al more easily. ings at variolls m mbers' homes. 

A few of the writers in the field Both have- friendly competition and 
f gliding have remarked that air­ share a good-natured laugh at their 

planes c uld have been her years minor troubles. 
arlier had p' pic but stopped to Now that I rn aU worked up on 

consider the wing of a bird. G otle­ gliding there i only one problem 
men, I may be prejudiced but I left. I still would like to sail also. 
submit tltis is where the better sail But from what ('ve sec'll, it looks 
dc. igns carnl' frolll. What should like good gliding weather is also 
have been done was tu turn a sail good sailing weather. Anyone for
into th horizontal plan ~ and it Schizophrenia?
would I av flown. It has tak n avi­
ation 'ngincers 75 veal'S to stumble 
onto thi' fact. Now 'they are making PLAN A SOARINGgliders that look like tipped over 
lante n-rigged scows. Bio" deal! VACATION ATADRIAN 

But I'm off the course. Earli r J 
7-day operation after June 15.mentioned a twist. Well, ver sin e 
Bring your sailplane or rent ourscoming to Sacramento three years 

ago and ailing in the lousy light • Glider Instructors 
winds at	 ak. F 150m, I have b n • FAA Fit. Examiner
curi us about a peculiar light wind 

• Towingfrom the	 reverse direction at one 
• Schweizer Dealer spot. This pot is about 200 feet be­

FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACTIowa hill and right up against the 
shore. The twist is that it took glid I' SOARING FLIGHTS. INC. 
training to make m realu.e why this 3626 WESTPOINT 
breeze would spring up very ten DEARBORN, MICHIGAN
minlltes or o. Hav you gu ssed it? 

D0 NIT Fool Mound with Mickey Mouse transmitter-receiver 
lashups in your sailplane 

•	 Pay more than you need to for a reliable transceivel 
that will adequately meet your requirements. 

Now at a price you can afford to pay, the AIRPHONE 
RT-17b offers features that are hard to beat in competi ­
tive equipment costing up to twice as much. Compare 
feature for feature and you will See why. Complete unit 
including high.-voltage power supply measures 3 '/," x 5 '/." 
x 8", weighs 3.2 Ibs. Transmitter output 2 watts with a 
high level of modulation. Receiver sensitivity less than 3 

microvolts for 50 milliwatts output. Whistle stop tuning. Operates on 12 to 14vdc. 
Total cost of storage battery operation over 2-year period is one-half of simil'ar 
dry cell operation. Use same batteries to power your gyros. Batte.ry weight less 
than ten pounds. Oh yes-

Yours for $216.50 with one crystal of your choice. 
Send for specs plus suggestions for mounting in your sailplane. 

Byron Airpark. RR #3. Xenia. Ohio 
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