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A Message From
the President

by WiLuiam S. Ivans, S84 President

This issue of Soaring features a
first-hand story of the Argentine
World Soaring Championships. Our
team made the best U.S. showing
in recent years; we can be justly
proud of them.

Our pilots flew metal sailplanes,
designed and constructed by three
talented Americans. Until little
more than a year ago, none of these
individuals — Len Niemi, Irv Prue
and Dick Schreder —had engaged
in glider construction as a business.
Dick Schreder not only designed
and constructed his own ship, but
also flew it to highest U.S. honors
in the Championships, third place
in the open category.

The U.S. team is in other ways
representative of our country and
our way of life. Pilots are chosen
by balloting among the top Nation-
als contenders in the years just pre-
ceding a World Championships;
this may well be the most effective
and democratic method of team se-
lection now in use in any country.
Pilots, once chosen, have essentially
complete freedom in their choice of
crews and equipment. At the con-
test, each pilot makes his own choice
of take-off and route, in strict ad-
herence to the principle of individ-
ual competition. Nevertheless, each
is a member of the U.S. team, sub-
ject to such discipline as may be
1mposed by the Team Captain, and
each is expected to provide help for
the team effort, consistent with his
own individual freedom to advance
his own standing. Finally, the ex-
pensive expedition to Argentina was
financed in large measure by con-
tributions, large and small, from pri-
vate individuals and organizations
who believe it important that our
country be well represented at a
world soaring competition.
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Cover photo: Another close-up, this time of Wally Scott circling in a Schweizer 1-26 sail-

plane over Odessa, Texas. Uninitiated viewers should be able to feel a close identification

with the pilot and perhaps sense some of the thrill and satisfaction he experiences by

cavorting about the sky so effortlessly. As announced in Schweizer's back cover ad in this

issue, 200 of this model have now been sold, u sizeable percentage of the estimated 550
airworthy sailplanes in the U.S. Photo by Sandor A. "Alex’ Aldott.

$5 will be paid for any picture submitted if used for the cover.

Material published in Soaring magozine is contributed by individuals for the reading pleasure

of other soaring enthusiasts. Anyone is invited to contribute and make reports on soaring

in his area. Such materia! will be acknowledged when possible but no guarantee can be made

that it will be used. A self -addressed, stamped envelope should be enclosed if the material is
to be returned.

Soaring magazine is the publication of The Soaring Society of America, Inc., editorial
office and address of the Society: P.O. Box 66071, Los Angeles 66, Calif. (12536
Woodbine Street). Telephone EXmont 8-9894. Soaring is published monthly. Second-
class postage paid at Los Angeles, California. Subscriptions to individuals in the United
States by membership only. Membership in The Soaring Society of America, Inc., is
open to anyone interested in the art, the science or the sport of motorless flight. Arnual
dues: Member, $10; Family Member (Member status for any person in same family
and household of a voting member), $5; Associate, $5; Student Member (enrolled
full time in school), $3; Sponsoring Member, $50; and Industrial Member, $50. Life
Member fee: $200 (may be four $50 quarterly payments). Subscription price, $5 (in
the U.S., available only to libraries and institutions). Soaring magazine is printed by
the Weaver Publishing Co., 1414 Second Street, Santa Monica, California.
Sirculation of the February, 1963, issue was 4088.





