
wonderful, nast' rotor up to to,OOo 
fl. and then the qui ·t wave lift, 800 
ft. per minute riuht up to my Dia­
mond altitude gain! At 25,000 ft. 
I was about 5,000 Ft. above a thin 
lenticular cloud that had formed 
during the last few minutes. 

Tu~ning north a~ain, flying fast 
to penetrate the hard sink, I had 
amazing ground speed. With mit­
tens off to unfold a chart, J became 
aware of the extr me colcL En­
"Tossed in navigation and letting the 
ship fly without my hlp, can you 
imagine my surprise when I noticed 
the variometer reading 400 fpm up? 
A quick 180-degree tllrn and back 
to 50 mph. Now the variometer 
shows 800 fpm a~ain. This time 'Ne 
topped at 25,400 ft. Another cloud 
formed below, joining the countless 
other lenticulars stretching to the 
northern horizon. This was a major 
wave of the same magnitude. 'Vhat 
a day! 

Death Valley Scottie's Castle is 
way below and far to the east. Dis­
tance is deceiving at this altitude. 
The terrain is not very inviting, and 
there is no habitation for miles and 
miles. I'm glad I'm high! 

Heading north again I contact 
another wave. Turning around to 
climb, I foolishly wasted tim gain­
ing altitude I didn't need. Sunset 
was approaching and I should have 
speeded on my way. ,'\ ay off to the 
cast, I spotted lights at a service sta­
tion. To the north, all I could see 
was hazy, desolate country. Not sure 
of what sort of landing site would 
be available when darkness drove 
me down, I made my decision to 
land. Those lights meant people 
and refug for the night. n the 
way over at 80 to 90 mph. banK 
into lifts twice more. Killing off 
more than 12,000 ft. over m)' land­
ing spot revealed the mistak· of 
gaining useless altitude so [ate in 
the day. 

Total flight time was 4 hours and 
20 minutes. An analvsis of the baro­
gram gives an appr~xil11ate idea of 
ground speeds between climbs. Dur­
ing each climb Twas stationalY over 
the ground and this i· the lear area 
under the trace. The shaded area 
unde'r the line represents the time 
in minutes during which J was tra ­
eling cross-countr. I almost hesi­
tate to put down the fi.,rures here. 
175 miles in a straight line, 74 min­
utes over the ground, gives an aver­
age 142 mph ground speed! And I 
didn't travel in a straight line! 

This must have been the day to 
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bust, bust, bust Dick Johnson's 
record. 

Idea Corner 
Operations in Hawaii are with 

1-26's and 2-22's off hard-smfac -d 
runways. Until we developed the 
adaptation described below, we were 
able to get only about 8 or 10 land­
ings before our skid plates ne ded 
fcplacin T and often the wooden por­
tion of the skid was charred badly 
enough to need replacement after 
only a few more landings. Now we 
gel upwards of 2,000 Landin be­
f r any attention is required. 

A IY2" x 5/16" carriage bolt is 
placed through the center hole of 
a tapered spring leaf and then weld­
ed onto the leaf on the side oppo­

, , 

site the bolt head. A hole is then 
burned thxough each end of the leal 
f r bolts to hold it in case the cen­
ter bolt breaks or the- leaf wears 
through at the center bolt. The leaf 
is th n bolt'd onto the skid with 
the cent f bolt at the point of great­
est wear. The bolthead soon wears 
out but this is of no concern since 
the bolt is welded to the leaf. 

Jot only does this installation last 
indefinitely but it is inexpensive and 
readily available. It also runs cool 
enough so the wooden part of the 
skid doesn't char. The photograph 
shows three of the skids ready fO! 
installation. The weight of each is 
chalked on the leaf to show that the 
penally is not excessiv~, particul~rly 
with the short leaf whIch works Just 
as well as the long ones.

J. W. McREYNOLDS 

Red Wing Soaring Assn. 
Becomes a Chapter of SSA 

The Red Wing (:YIinn.) Soarinp 
A sn., described on page 19 in th 
"Club News" ection, has become 
the 57th SSA Chapter. 

HOLIDAY
 
SOARING SCHOOLS 

TEHACHAPI CALIF. PALM SPRINGS 
Airport TA 2-3736 Municipal Airport 
P.O. Box 6 (Closed ulftil October 1stl 

Two locations to serve you better. Two distinct climates to suit 
your individual taste. Beautiful mountainous Tehachapi - warm 

desert resort Palm Springs. 
*Power Transition 2 days *Beginners Courses 10 days 

To Category Rating To Private License 
Tow Service - Sales - Instruction - Rentals - FAA Examiner 

Schweizer Dealer for Southern Califo'rnia 
Order a 1·26, 1·23, 2·22 or the new 2.32 today 

Your hosts Goldie and Fred Harris. Send for Brochure. 
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