
perform for i~ members; without 
Ireedom to fly, all other problemsA MESSAGE FROM 
become acaelemi . 

Final item o[ busin s will he elec­
tion o[ officers to serve in 1964.THE PRESIDENT 

by WU.LI ~I . {VANS 

S A Presidf'llt 

This month promis t be one I 
the most active in the soaring year. 

Highlight will be the ational 
Championships at Elmira, Ne\v 
York, immediately followed by the 
SSA Annual Meetin' and a 1\1 et­
ing o[ the A Board [Directors. 

The Nationals are 'xpected to 
produce the largest pilot entry in 
recent veal's. For th lirst lime, a 
method' [or limiting entry has been 
emj loyed, with 55 set by the organ­
izers as maximum. This will almost 
surely become customary in succeed­
ing years; there is a limit to the 
number which can be safely and 
quitably handled by any of the sites 

and organizations likelv to host a 
Nation~ls. From the J;resent reh­
tively simple Badge requiremcnt~ for 
entry we may expect to progress to 
Regional eliminations as a more ac­
cnratc yardstick of competitive abil­
ity. This transition \-vill be paced as 
much by the su 'cess[nl devel plTIen! 
of truly competitiv' _ ecrional meets 
as by any other factor. 

Among the agenda item' at the 
SSA Board meeting' \ ill be eli cus­
sian of your Societ);'s operations and 
financial stalm, including a rehear­
ing of argumenls [or and against an 
increase in membership dues. 

Onr status as a Division o[ the 
National Aeronaulics is to be ex­
amined. 'he A is the offi ial 
Aero Club of th: C.S., an i: the 
sole chanlH'1 lhrollgh which sanc­
tions. Badges, and records arc ap­
pro\"(~d by the' Fcd Talion Aeron u­
tiqUI' Inlernationale. Your directors 
will discuss pro]HnJ!s [or a 'loser 
relationship with fAA. 

A report on recent discussions with 
FAA will be of interest to everyone. 
Consiclcrabk progress ppears to 
have been made with sl;veral r gu­
lalor) branches of FAA he adquar­
(ers in 'Vashin~lon. in the vilal arca, 
or pilol' and g'licler certification and 
air traffic control. S,' representa­
tiVl's. coordinated bv Vice-Pn;siclrnt 
and current 'ali:mal ;hampion 
John Ryan, have called up n tIl' 
appropriate FAA offices at frequenl 
in tervals to provide inforllla tion on 
th spe ial rl'qllircmenLs of glider 
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perations. We have requested a 
number of special category re~ula­

Lions d signed to increase ollr pres­
ent Creedonl o[ action in flight, and 
we are r questing special exemption 
from the equipment and flight path 
requir tents which are sch'duled to 
apply to all flight abov 18,000 feet 
in year's time. rn many areas o[ 
regulation, our cause is the same as 
that o[ general aviation, whi h has 
been sliIied into extinclion b over­
rCl?;ulaLion in manv European coun­
trts and in the Cnited Kingdom. 
l\1any o[ liS feel that representalion 
of our calise to FAA is the mo t im­
portant service which the SSA can 

SOARING 
T those of y u who have Slopped to gaze,
 
At the gull as he silently sails along
 
1 h ridge o[ an ocean's shore.
 
And to tho. c of you wh ,
 
On a warm Slll1lm l' clay,
 
Have watched the hawk
 
'With long-, black. lap reel wings o'ltstretched,
 

azily circling and wh('clin~ 

Turnin~ and seeking the W'lY 

fo b come- ju t a . peck to t!L(" human e}'e 
Tn the vaslne-ss of tbe sky. 
Or to you who have walched [he dust [rOIll the desert's floor 
Horne aloft in d .vilish c1eligh and [ !lowed 
Our hawk in flight to an even greater h ight. 

If t!Lis you have seen and say it is so ­
Then you have paused just long enOlwh to ask.
 
The et'mal question of how and why?
 
There can be flight wilhollt power in their sky.
 
The gull was g-!iding-

Riding: downhill on ;1O ocean of upslope win I,
 
The hawk \\-as soaring­
'\lithin an invi,ible bllbhk of warm rising' aIL
 

~'!ainlaining and ~'ainn~' altitude where
 
He is wise on ho\\' lo search
 
And find the center f slmn~esl lift.
 
. nd be carrird aloft by thehermal p;UI.
 

T!ll gllli and hawk fire o[ bllt l\o\"o
 
Of nature's sailplanes in the sky,
 
That you have stopped Lo watch and wonder why?
 
They have fOll!1d the secret o[ nature's energy in space
 
. nel tllrned their eyes on a higher plane,
 
As man looks lo an 'ven higher pi ceo
 

EARL SEAGARSJ. 
(The author \ ishe. to reSl'rve [Iw righL thaL permission 1ll11St be gran led 

by him for publication.) 
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