
In ~'1arch of this vear I had the 
opportunity to fly the Sisu lAo it 
was a thrilling experience because 
very few pilots fTet the chance to 
fly a Sisu or any other high-per­
formHDce sailplane of this class. 

1 was going to fly tile first pro­
duetion model at the soaring site 
of the Tcxas SO'lring Association, 
six miles south of Grand Prairie, 
T xas, the sailplane that Hichard 
H. Johnson did so well with at the 
'Vo'rlcl Soaring Championships in 
\rgentina. 

Dick came out to t11" airfield to 
be photograph(-'d with the Sisu. Be­
ing recently b::lck from Argcntina 
he talked to ns cnthnsiastically 
ahou t the superior quality of thE~ 
Sisti compared to the sailplanes he 
saw there. After winning the Ta­
tionals at Elmira with his new Skv­
lark 4, he still thonght the Si~u 
was the finest of all. So did Adam 

Witek of P()land; when I asked him 
which sailplane he would want th 
most he said "Th Si.su the Sisu.'· 
and his eyes lit up with adminl­
tion. I sawall of til. Nationals aflll, 
amoug other things, the most im­
pressive sight \vas sailpla.nes cross­
ing the starting line. With the ex­
ception of tbe HP-ll and HP-8. 
there was no oth'r sailplane 
crossing it in thc arrow-like wav as 
the Sis~'s did. . 

At first glance onc may wonder 
and doubt the claimed per.fonn­
ance figlll'es. The tin. wings, th 
delicate fuselag keeping douht 
alive, til] ant' moves close and run 
Hngers over the surfaces of wings 
and fuselage, realizing at once that 
a perfectionist was at work. 

If we compare wing dim.msiolls 
with those of some other high-per­
fonnance sailplanes, our first im­
pression seems to he justified. 

The man responsible for the Sisu IA sailplane, designer/builder Leonard Niemi. is shown here 
flying the first production model, now owned by Gleb Derujinsky. 

Pholo by A.1.x Aldojl (All righf. re.erved) 

The author in the Sisu IA just prior to fake­
off at the TSA Gliderport. 

Span Arca Aspect 
It. sq. {t. Hatio 

Si.>1l 1:-\ .30.0 10K.O 2.3.1
 
Ka-G 49.:? 133.4 [H.I
 
l-:?3H 50.:2 160..3 15.6
 
Brc. ~)U I SO.K HilA ZO.O
 

The cockpit has enough head and 
leg room to feEl comfortable after 
a long cross-cmmtry flight. Flap 
Hnd airbrake levers are sitlJated in 
staggcred positions on tIle left side 
of the cockpit within easy reach 
of the pilot. No contortionism or 
~xcessive strength is required to op­

erat f them. Visibility is superior to 
that of any other single-seater I 
have ever flown and gives distor­
tion-free view for the pilot, where it 
rcally counts, right in front. 

Leonard A. Niemi, the designer, 
gavp mc a short 11riehng before 
take-off. Oil the second production 
Sisu I had seen and heard a sound 
system warning device which incli­
cates if the landing wheel is not 
out in a locked position. Since this 
model had none, I was concerned, 
but Len assured me there had been 
a laneling made on the b .Ily with­
out damage before. 

With half flaps in a 20-mph wind 
it took a run of onlv a few feet till 
w were airborne. the tow hook is 
located close to tlle center of grav­
ity line of the ship and for this rea­
son the Sisu sits perfe<.:tly on the 
towline. The cockpit is extremely 
quiet. Conb'ol movements and re­
sponses are natural. Two rubber 
bands fixed to the floor provided 
adequate trim control when manip­
ulated over the stick. However, an 
,tluminum rod placed over the 
stick with up or down movements 
is in all Sisu's now for trim con-
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